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Social Stock Exchange

SEBI vide its notification dated 25th July, 2022 has made amendments in the SEBI (ICDR)
Regulations, 2018, and SEBI (LODR) Regulations, 2015. Copies of these amendments are being
circulated with this communique. These amendments have been made to provide Social
Enterprises with additional avenues to raise funds through the Social Stock Exchange (SSE),
which is a novel concept in India. It provides eligibility of organizations to raise funds through
Social Stock Exchange, eligibility of entities to be classified as ‘““Not for Profit Organization”,
eligibility of entities to be classified as “For Profit” Social Enterprises, means through which
Social Enterprises can raise funds, and obligations of Social Enterprises.

Furthermore, to strengthen the governance framework in these entities, & provide better
confidence to such investors, SEBI has introduced the concept of Annual Impact Report by a
Social Auditor. The purpose of this Social Audit is to ascertain the impact made by the Social
Enterprise through its activities, intervention, programs or projects implemented during the
reporting period. The annual impact report shall be audited by a Social Auditor.

ICMALI Social Auditors Organisation (ICMAI SAQO)

To enroll & regulate the Social Auditors and also to prescribe the Social Audit Standards, the
Institute of Cost Accountants of India, in compliance with SEBI Regulations, has incorporated a
section 8 company titled ICMAI Social Auditors Organization. The ICMAI SAO will enroll
eligible CMAs & others as Social Auditors and focus on their capacity building through
continuous professional advancement with emphasis on adherence to the highest ethical
standards and compliance with the Social Stock Exchange requirements.

ICMALI Social Auditors Organisation

(A Section 8 Company promoted by The Institute of Cost Accountants of India)
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FROM THE CEO's OF DESK, ICMAI SAO

CMA (Dr.) S K Gupta

ocial Return on Investment (SROI) is a

framework that quantifies the value of social,

environmental, and economic outcomes gener-
ated by an organization's activities. By assigning
monetary values to these outcomes, SROI provides a
comprehensive view of the impact created per unit of
investment, enabling stakeholders to assess the
effectiveness and efficiency of projects and initiatives
in delivering tangible societal benefits. Investors and
project leaders use SROI not just to justify their
expenditures, but also to make informed choices
about future investments. It helps them see the real
impact of their work, including improvements in
people's lives and the environment. This kind of
insight is especially important in impact investing,
where the goal is to achieve positive social and
environmental changes.

Social return on investment (SROI) is a method for
measuring values that are not traditionally reflected
in financial statements, including social, economic,
and environmental factors. They can identify how
effectively a company uses its capital and other
resources to create value for the community.

_1

While a traditional cost-benefit analysis is used to
compare different investments or projects, SROI is
used more to evaluate the general progress of certain
developments, showing both the financial and social
impact a social project can deliver. Assigning a dollar
value to social impact can be challenging, and various
methodologies have been developed to help quantify
such results. The Analytical Hierarchy Process
(AHP), for example, is one method that converts and
organizes qualitative information into quantitative
values. SROI can help measure the additional social,
economic, and environmental returns that may go on
to justify investments, whose payoffs are otherwise
not easily measured.
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAMS

ICMAI Social Auditors Organisation
(A Section 8 Company promoted by The Institute of Cost Accountants of India)
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( PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS )

Date & Time

Name of Program

23rd Jan 2025 From 04.00 pm to 05.30 pm

Social Value Principles for Social Auditors

01st February 2025

Experience sharing Registration and Listing on Social

Stock Exchange

12th February 2025

2nd Online Certificate Capacity Building Course :

Management of Social Enterprises

\J
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Baseline Assessment
A key enabler for facilitating expected outcomes in social projects

CMA (Dr.) S K Gupta
Chief Executive Officer - ICMAI Social Auditors Organisation

The Perspective

Social Project baseline assessment is a process

that helps you understand the original situation

and landscape before you start implementing the
project. The data helps set a benchmark or a starting
point that can be later on compared at the end of the
project to evaluate what changes have occurred between
the start and the mid or end-point. Baseline assessment
involves collecting and analysing information on the
objectives or indicators at the start of a project. It’s
essential for effective project monitoring and evaluation,
ensuringthat community's real needs are appropriately
assessed. Baseline assessment helps maximize Social
Return on Investment. This happens by assessing the
impact on the direct beneficiaries of the project. It also
happens by assessing the community to which they
belong, and even social and environmental factors.

Key components of a Baseline study

®* Determining the areas where your program can
achieve the greatest effect.

* Collecting quantitative data and qualitative insights
to grasp the initial landscape.

e Establishing clear and measurable goals to monitor
the project's advancement.

For instance, a CSR project that wants to boost learning
materials in schools that don't have enough resources
may start by assessing how things stand now, like the
number of available books, student-teacher ratio, access
to technology, etc.

Why is a Baseline assessment important for social
Projects?

A well-executed baseline assessment is the foundation of
any successful social project. It not only helps in

identifying the key needs of the community but also ensu-

-res that the interventional efforts are measurable and
impactful.

Establishes a starting point : A baseline assessment
provides a clear benchmark. This helps to track and
measure the impact of social project over time.

Identifies key needs and priorities : It uncovers the most
pressing social, economic, and environmental challenges.
This ensures that the project addresses real community
needs.

Prevents misallocation of resources : By understanding
existing conditions, wasting resources on initiatives that
may not have the desired impact or relevance can be
avoided.

Supports strategic planning : A baseline assessment helps
in crafting a focused and well-informed project strategy.
This increases the chances of long-term success and

sustainability.

How a Baseline assessment improves social Project
Outcomes

The aim of a Baseline assessment is to understand the
ground-level situation and needs of those who the social
project will serve. It also establishes a benchmark to
measure the impact of the intervention or social program
in the future. This is important because without a
baseline, it is difficult to know whether the intervention
or social program has had a positive or negative impact
on the community. A baseline assessment helps prevent
many issues including: underestimating project risks,
impacts to communities and failure to contribute to social
and economic development.

Informed Decision Making A baseline assessment
provides critical data on the current situation. This data
allows you to make decisions based on facts rather than
assumptions. It ensures that your initiatives are relevant

and targeted.
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Enhanced Impact Measurement : With a clear starting
point, you can easily track progress over time. You’ll
know exactly what changes your efforts have made. This
helps in demonstrating tangible impact to stakeholders.
Data-Driven Adjustments : Social projects are dynamic
and may require adjustments along the way. Baseline
assessment allows for mid-course corrections. You can
tweak strategies based on real-time data, ensuring your
project remains effective.

Boosts Stakeholder Confidence
baseline assessment shows stakeholders that your project

A well-structured

initiatives are data-driven and strategic. This builds trust.
When people see measurable progress, they are more
likely to support your efforts.

Supports Long-Term Sustainability A Dbaseline
assessment ensures that your efforts are not short-term
fixes. It helps design programs that have a lasting impact.
With ongoing evaluation, you can align your efforts with

long-term sustainability goals.

Steps in conducting Baseline assessment

A well planned baseline assessment is structured around
the following dimensions

Research team : Engage researchers to locate available
data in co-operation with local officials and community
leaders

Acquire further information : Primary data is likely to
expand as a project develops. Large projects may conduct
a baseline assessment as part of their exploration
activities and again when the project reaches feasibility
Design a quantitative and qualitative survey : Utilising
experienced social scientists and local tertiary institutes
or research organisations for collecting qualitative and
quantitative information

Profile the community : Ensuring coverage of vulnerable
groups and minorities. Be sure to incorporate stakeholder
feedback

Social impact and opportunities assessment : Use the
completed social and economic baseline assessment for
conducting a Social Impact and Opportunities
Assessment and for monitoring and evaluation

Going beyond numbers : It is imperative that baseline

¢ K

assessment not only focuses on ‘as is’ situation

assessments but also aims to identify the root causes of

WwWWWw.saoicmai.in

Qualitative

existing challenges and disparities.
discussions allow to uncover the ‘why’ behind the
numbers, providing insights into the social, economic and
cultural factors that shape the community’s
circumstances. They help identify culturally sensitive
practices, locally appropriate approaches and effective
community engagement methods. It should, by design,
yield a comprehensive understanding of the current
circumstances and provide valuable observations that
facilitate creation of suitable interventions and
monitoring indicators

Share study with stakeholders :

then shared with the stakeholders for transparency and

The baseline study is

buying in their commitment to the project

Difference between needs assessment survey and
Baseline assessment study

A needs assessment survey is a stepping stone to studying
the pre-existing environment and conditions around
which a program is designed while a baseline assessment
provides an information core before the implementation
of a program. The data obtained from a needs assessment
survey often lends a hand in bettering the state of
baseline assessment. Both are differing but essential tools
in ensuring that the program chosen has a solid
foundation primed for successful execution. The essence
of any program or project boils down to the efficiency of
its needs assessment survey and baseline assessment
studies. While the two are often intertwined, there’s a
distinct difference between both. The key differentiators
lie in the technicalities and practical applications of the
two.

A Needs Assessment Survey takes note of the state of
affairs and assesses the conditions of the setting before a
program’s foundation is designed and constructed.
Baseline assessment studies, on the other hand, are
undertaken to curate an information powerhouse before
the designed program is implemented. Apart from their
purpose, they also differ in their application, their time
frame, their main facilitators, their importance to the
program as a whole, and the resultant findings.
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Conclusion

A baseline assessment is conducted before a program or
intervention is implemented. It provides a baseline
against which progress can be measured, allowing the
effectiveness of a program to be evaluated over time. A
well designed and implemented baseline study helps build
buy-in by providing evidence of need, targeting resources
effectively, and enabling monitoring and evaluation. It
also contributes to the project's self-sustainability by
guiding planning, attracting support, and facilitating
evidence-based decision-making throughout its lifecycle.
Understanding the baseline environment is, therefore,
fundamental to wunderstanding what difference the
project would make in the short, medium and long term
to the lives of the people it sets out to impact. Baseline
assessment can help to set clear and measurable goals and
objectives for social project initiatives. This can make it
easier to track progress and evaluate the effectiveness of
their effort.

In conclusion, needs assessment and baseline assessment
can be valuable tools for corporates when designing and
implementing social projects. By understanding the needs
of the community, setting clear goals and objectives,
engaging stakeholders, and monitoring progress, social
project initiatives will have a greater impact and
contribute to the well-being of the communities in which

they are implemented.
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Decoding ESG:
Why it’s the New North Star for Corporate Governance

CA SAKSHI AGARWAL

Chartered Accountant

" Abstract

Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) principles evolved from a voluntary partnership for key elements of
corporate governance. In terms of organizational responsibility in today's business environment, ESG is seen as an
important framework that can guide companies. In aligning its activities with global sustainability objectives; at the same
time, it also provides long-term benefits. This research article highlights the importance of ESG as the new star of
corporate governance. It focuses on the changing relationship between business, society and the environment.

ESG consists of three pillars: environmental, social and governance. Each pillar plays an important role in determining
the future of business operations. The environment reflects the company's efforts to reduce its carbon footprint. Optimize
resources and adopt more sustainable practices to combat climate change. The social dimension reflects a company's
responsibility to its stakeholders. Including colleagues, customers and consumers around the world In terms of diversity,
equality, collaboration and business operations Governance is the final pillar. This emphasizes the importance of
transparency. Responsibility and fair decision-making in the organization Emphasis is placed on board rules,
compensation and member rights. Factors include: increased consumer awareness; Greater regulatory oversight and the
global shift towards sustainability Investors are increasingly considering ESG in their decision-making. Knowing that
companies with good ESG practices will soon outperform those they ignore.

Companies recognize that their success depends on their ability to manage ESG risks and take advantage of the
opportunities ESG provides, and advisors carefully examine each of the three pillars. By checking that various companies
how do they integrate ESG elements into their business models? And the impact this integration has on organizational
performance. The study also outlines the challenges faced by companies. Faced with the adoption of ESG practices and
the opportunities they present for transforming ESG into a key component of corporate governance, in the long term,
companies that do not prioritize ESG will find themselves at a competitive disadvantage. Meanwhile, companies that
integrate ESG into their governance practices will be better equipped to respond to the challenges of a rapidly changing
global economy. The research article calls for a positive approach to ESG that goes beyond regulatory compliance. And

create a positive strategy that drives innovation, sustainability, and long-term value for stakeholders.

Introduction . - .
management. Social Responsibility and Ethics He pays

nvironmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) great attention to the broader social and environmental

concepts have become an important force in the
development of modern governance. ESG refers

to three main factors that contribute to business
sustainability and social impact. The importance of ESG
has grown over the past two years. And it's not just a
business idea. But it also depends on global investment
patterns. The traditional model of financial success
focuses on maximizing profits and value for shareholders
this is now complemented by a focus on environmental

WwWWWw.saoicmai.in

aspects of his work. Meanwhile, the rise of corporate
social responsibility (CSR) in the late 20th century
marked the beginning of a shift in terms of integrating
non-financial factors into business strategy. Social
responsibility was initially voluntary. Various companies
choose to engage in these entrepreneurial activities and
practices. However, due to social challenges such as
climate change inequality and corruption have become
more urgent. Stakeholders are therefore demanding more

S ICMALSocial Auttors Organbsaion
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transparency and accountability on the part of
companies. A simpler approach has more open and more
measurable implications for corporate responsibility.
ESG recognizes that a company's long-term value rarely
increases its financial performance. But it also increases
our ability to manage and manage environmental, social
and economic risks. The growing global awareness of the
importance of ESG is evidenced by the increasing number
of investors integrating ESG factors into their decision-
making processes. And the development of international
standards and guidelines for ESG reporting, key elements
and role as the new star of corporate governance.

This article analyzes every aspect of the ESG
environmental, social, and governance picture in depth. It
also explores its role in entrepreneurial behaviour and its
wider impact on both businesses. Additionally, it also
shows the challenges and opportunities associated with
the adoption of ESG, in particular the integration of ESG
principles into corporate governance. Finally, this article
also assesses the future of ESG and considers the
evolution of this concept in shaping the global business
environment.

Historical Evolution of ESG in Corporate Governance

The historical development of environmental, social and
governance (ESG) principles in corporate governance is
as it reflects changes in the way companies operate and
interact with their stakeholders. The origins of ESG go
back to the concept of corporate social responsibility
(CSR), which emerged in the mid-20th century.
Responsibilities focused primarily on giving back to
society through volunteering such as philanthropy and
community development.

The shift from CSR to ESG is driven by a variety aspects
of global factors and trends. For example, the World
Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992 put environmental
issues at the forefront of political discussions.
International and emphasizes the need for sustainable
development. In the same way, the financial crisis of the
2000s highlighted the importance of governance to ensure
accountability and transparency. ESG's social

foundations are beginning to transform profitable issues

such as labour rights, diversity, and community
participation. Major events such as the collapse of the
Rena Plaza factory in Bangladesh in 2013 highlight the
need for companies to it will have to take greater
responsibility for their supply chain and operations.
These activities attract companies. To solve social
problems along with financial performance. This move
reflects a long-term business consciousness that is not
tied to a company's ability to manage risks and
opportunities other than finance.

Environmental Pillar Aligning Business with

Planetary Boundaries

The environmental pillar of ESG focuses on a company's
impact on the natural environment. And the company's
efforts to reduce environmental risks. This ESG issue has
gained importance in the context of climate change.
Resource usage and loss of biodiversity currently, various
companies are under pressure to adopt policies consistent
with global environmental goals such as the Paris
Agreement and the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), companies are increasingly
aiming to reduce their carbon footprint. Many companies
have committed to half a century of net-zero emissions.
For example, companies such as Microsoft and Amazon
have announced climate action plans that include
transitioning to renewable energy. Investing in carbon
capture technology and compensation for remaining
greenhouse gas emissions. Various companies' Circular
business models are being used to reduce waste and
encourage recycling. For example, in the fashion
industry, more and more brands are focusing on recycled
materials and reducing the amount of water used in the
production process.

The shift to renewable energy is also important in the
region. Companies in this sector are investing in solar,
wind and other renewable energy sources. To reduce
dependence on fossil fuels In addition to contributing to
environmental sustainability this move also has economic
benefits, such as reducing energy costs and preventing
the substitution of fossil fuels. Address consistency
because various companies the regulatory environment
must be followed. Manage the costs of transitioning to
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more sustainable practices. And respond to the needs of
the
environmental pillar continues to be ESG-based, guiding

many stakeholders. Despite these challenges
the business towards a more sustainable and stronger

future.

Social Pillar: Advancing Equity and Stakeholder
Engagement

ESG principles emphasize the importance of addressing
humanitarian issues both internally and externally in
companies. This dimension focuses on promoting ethical
values. Promote cooperation with stakeholders and
ensure that the company has a positive impact on the
communities in which it operates. Social pillars have
become even more important in recent years. This is
because people's behaviour expectations are increasing.
Companies that prioritize DEI leadership often deliver
high levels of employee satisfaction, innovation, and
productivity. For example, organizations like Google and
Microsoft have implemented strong DEI programs to
boost their workflows. Together these projects not only
improved the morale of the two officers but also attracted
the best talent. Especially from underprivileged groups.
Rights to work and fair work are also cornerstones of
society, and companies need to increasingly ensure that
their supply chains adhere to good labour practices, such
as fair wages. Safe working conditions and the prohibition
of child labour Major events such as the Rena Plaza
factory explosion highlight the importance of cooperation
in protecting workers' rights. Companies that invest in
community development projects such as education,
health, and infrastructure development. They often have
a better reputation and experience with customers. For
example, Tata Group of India is famous for its
philanthropic and social services that promote strategic
that engage with

stakeholders and address social issues are better able to

objectives. Companies actively
predict and manage potential issues. In addition, users'
increased social awareness means that companies need to
improve their practices with social benefits in mind.
Brands that fail to meet these expectations will lose
business and face reputational damage. Companies must
overcome cultural differences. Manage costs associated
with running a social networking project and resolve

conflicts of opinion between various stakeholders. Despite

WwWWWw.saoicmai.in
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Despite these challenges, the social pillar remains a major
key element of ESG, encouraging companies to become
more responsible and relevant to society.

Governance Building Ethical Foundations for

Sustainability

Governance is based on the ESG structures, safeguarding
its rules and procedures. This pillar is important in
building stakeholder trust and improving business
sustainability. Research shows that diverse executive
teams of different genders, races, and backgrounds tend
to make more balanced and informed decisions.
Companies like Salesforce and Unilever have created
benchmarks to demonstrate their commitment to quality
management and to achieve gender balance on the board.
Link executive compensation to ESG performance
metrics to ensure executives are committed to the
importance of sustainability and ethics. This approach
promotes a culture of responsibility. Synergize the
benefits of lean management with shareholders and other
stakeholders.

important to

Transparency and disclosure are also

good governance. Because various
companies Turn to more integrated reporting systems
Includes both financial and non-financial information. To
provide stakeholders with better visibility into their
operations, the Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) and the
Sustainability Accounting Standards Board (SASB) are
among the leaders working to guide companies. When it
comes to ESG reporting, companies that prioritize open
communication with shareholders and allow them to
participate in decision-making will gain long-term
support and investment. Shareholder voting and decision-
making is a process by which investors influence the
management of a business. This is because the company
must balance the interests of many stakeholders. It
navigates the complex regulatory environment and
ensures that governance practices remain responsive to
changing societal expectations. But the benefits of good
governance far outweigh these problems. With better
governance, companies can reduce risks, seize
opportunities and also ensure long-term sustainability. By
improving leadership, transparency, and accountability,
companies can build effective governance models that will

lead to effective outcomes.
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and ESG

Challenges

Opportunities in
Implementation

Integrating environmental, social and governance (ESG)
principles into the business strategy presents challenges
and opportunities. However, implementing ESG
principles also provides important benefits, such as an
improved reputation, reducing risk and creating long-
term value is very important. This is because many

companies often face operational challenges.

Challenges in ESG Implementation

Lack of Standardization : One of the basic challenges in
implementing ESG is the lack of internationally accepted
ESG
performance. The proliferation of different systems (such
as GRI, SASB and TCFD) creates confusion and
inconsistency which makes it difficult for stakeholders to

standards for measuring and reporting

compare ESG practices across companies.
The
sustainable learning often requires resources to be put in

High Implementation Costs transition to

place first. For example, achieving carbon neutrality will
With
improvements in the supply chains and investment in new

require promoting renewable energy.
technology, these costs are especially high for small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs).

Stakeholder Misalignment : Companies must balance the
diverse and sometimes conflicting expectations of their
stakeholders. This includes investors, customers, officials
and regulators. Responding to these different needs can
affect the process of setting ESG priorities.

The evolution of ESG

another challenge.

Regulatory Uncertainty

regulations presents Companies
operating in different regions must meet different needs.
This can create compliance costs and headaches.

Data Collection and Management : Collecting accurate
and clear ESG data is essential for effective operations.
However many companies face inadequate information
and communication processes. This could impact their

ESG initiatives.

Opportunities in ESG Implementation

Access to Capital : This is because companies with good
ESG performance are more likely to attract investment

from funds and investment firms with a focus on ESG.

11

For example, green bonds and sustainable loans have
that
companies Have the necessary funds to implement ESG

become popular financial instruments help
measures.

Competitive Advantage : This is because companies that
incorporate ESG principles into their strategies can
differentiate themselves beyond the market. For example,
companies with a strong environmental culture can
attract green customers. Meanwhile, Companies with
strong policies attract the best talent.

Risk Mitigation :

identify and respond to risks such as climate change.

ESG practices can help companies

Supply chain disruptions and reputational damage
caused by these risks can promote resilience and ensure
long-term stability.

Innovation and Efficiency : Using ESG often leads to
innovation. Support various companies Lots of work to
develop new products, services and processes. That it is
consistent with sustainability objectives Good practices
like energy efficiency and waste reduction can also help
you save money.
Regulatory Preparedness Early adoption of ESG
principles helps companies this can improve future
compliance. By adhering to international safety goals and
standards, companies can reduce the risk of regulatory
sanctions. Ganhou has a competitive advantage.
However, there are two challenges. And the opportunities
for ESG action far outweigh the challenges. This is
because companies promoting ESG are more likely to
navigate today's uncomplicated business world. And
benefit from new trends in sustainability and ethical
management.

Conclusion: ESG as the Future of Corporate

Governance

Environmental, social and governance (ESG) principles
represent a major shift in corporate governance. By
giving very new definitions to companies regarding how
to create value and interact with stakeholders as the
business landscape continues to evolve, ESG has emerged
as one of the shining stars guiding organizations towards
sustainability, resiliency and ethical leadership. The
research presented in this article emphasizes the
multifaceted nature of ESG, including environmental

management. Social responsibility and excellence in gove-
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-nance. Each pillar plays a very important role in shaping
corporate strategy and promoting long-term value
creation. The Environmental Pillar emphasizes the
importance of reducing climate risks and promoting
more sustainable practices. The social pillar emphasizes
equality and Stakeholder engagement and engagement as
a pillar of governance that ensures accountability,
transparency and ethical decision-making. Challenges
associated with ESG implementation, such as high costs,
regulatory uncertainties and data management problems
are important, but not insurmountable. As a company
that proactively addresses these challenges, Promotes
innovation Stakeholder cooperation and strategic
planning all can unlock important opportunities. This
also includes access to capital, creating competitive
differences, risk reduction and improvement with global
sustainability objectives. Looking ahead to the future,
ESG will continue to be prominent. This is because
stakeholders demand greater accountability and
transparency on the part of companies, investors,
consumers, officials and regulators. Therefore, more
emphasis is placed on ESG performance as a measure of
business success. Companies that do not adopt ESG may
find themselves at a competitive disadvantage.
Meanwhile, Companies that integrate ESG into their
governance structures will be better positioned to thrive
in a rapidly changing world. In summary, ESG is not just
a compliance requirement. Rather, it is a strategic
imperative that redefines business success. By integrating
ESG principles into their operations, companies can drive
positive social and environmental change. Increase
stakeholder  confidence and ensure long-term
sustainability, as ESG determines the future of corporate
governance. Companies therefore need to seize the
opportunity to lead with purpose and create lasting
impact.

References

e Harvard Law School Forum on Corporate
Governance, The Corporate Director’s Guide to
ESG, Harv. L. Sch. F. on Corp. Governance (Dec. 15,
2021),https://corpgov.law.harvard.edu/2021/12/15/the
-corporate-directors-guide-to-esg/

* Global Reporting Initiative, Sustainability Disclosure
Standards for the Future, Glob. Reporting Initiative
(2023), https://www.globalreporting.org/standards.

WwWWWw.saoicmai.in

Robert G. Eccles & Svetlana Klimenko, The Investor
Revolution: Shareholders Are Getting Serious About
Sustainability, Harv. Bus. Rev. (May 2019),
https://hbr.org/2019/05/the-investor-revolution.

Task Force on Climate-Related Financial Disclosures
(TCFD), Final Report: Recommendations of the Task
Force on Climate-Related Financial Disclosures,
TCFD (2017), https://www.fsb-
tcfd.org/publications/final-recommendations-report/.
Securities and Exchange Commission, SEC Proposed
Rules on Climate-Related Disclosures for Investors,

SEC (2022),
https://www.sec.gov/rules/proposed/2022/33-
11042.pdf.

McKinsey & Company, Does ESG Matter—and
Why?, McKinsey & Co. (2023),

https://www.mckinsey.com/capabilities/sustainability/
our-insights/does-esg-really-matter-and-why.

United Nations, Transforming Our World: The 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development, U.N. Gen.
Assembly (2015), https://sdgs.un.org/2030agenda.
World Economic Forum, Defining the ‘G’ in ESG:
Governance Factors at the Heart of Sustainable
Business, WEF (2022),
https://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_Defining_the_
G_in_ESG_2022.pdf.

International Finance Corporation, Performance
Standards on  Environmental and  Social
Sustainability, IFC (2012),
https://www.ifc.org/sustainability.

Morgan Stanley Institute for Sustainable Investing,
Sustainable Signals: The Individual Investor
Perspective, Morgan Stanley (2019),
https://www.morganstanley.com/assets/pdfs/sustaina
ble-signals-individual-investor-perspective.pdf.

Ernst & Young Global Limited, How ESG Is Driving
the Transformation of Business Models, EY (2022),
https://www.ey.com/en_gl.

Michael Porter & Mark Kramer, Creating Shared
Value: How to Reinvent Capitalism—and Unleash a
Wave of Innovation and Growth, Harv. Bus. Rev.
(Jan. 2011), https://hbr.org/2011/01/the-big-idea-
creating-shared-value.

Financial Times, Greenwashing : How to Spot
Companies That Are All Talk, Fin. Times (June
2023), https://www.ft.com/content.

B ICMAISocial Auiiors Orgaisaion


http://www.saoicmai.in/

e Bloomberg Intelligence, ESG Assets Under Management Expected to Reach $53 Trillion by 2025, Bloomberg
Intelligence (2021), https://about.bloomberg.com.

* Sustainable Accounting Standards Board, SASB Standards: Industry-Specific Standards for ESG Disclosure, SASB
(2023), https://www.sasb.org.

* OECD, Governance of Corporate Sustainability, Org. for Econ. Co-op. & Dev. (2020), https://www.oecd.org.

* World Bank, The Role of Governance in Environmental Sustainability: A Guide for Policy Makers, World Bank
(2021), https://www.worldbank.org.

e Harvard Business Review, The State of Sustainability Reporting, Harv. Bus. Rev. (April 2021),
https://hbr.org/2021/04/the-state-of-sustainability-reporting.

¢ PwC, The ESG Imperative: Driving Value Beyond Compliance, PwC (2023), https://www.pwc.com.

e KPMG, Sustainability  Reporting Survey: Trends and Insights for 2023, KPMG (2023),
https://home.kpmg/sustainability.

WWW.saoicmai.in



http://www.saoicmai.in/

ICMAI Social Auditors Organisation

(A Section 8 Company promoted by The Institute of Cost Accountants of India)

www.saoicmai.in 14



http://www.saoicmai.in/

The Sustainable Development Goals Report

WWW.saoicmai.in



http://www.saoicmai.in/

S
N
an

The Sustainable
Development
Goals Report



http://www.saoicmai.in/

Unlocking the power of data for sustainable development

Accurale, bmely and disaggregated data are vilad har measunng progress
towasids the 17 Sustarable Development Gogly (500G and 169 sueacisied
targets. Dinta help identily chalerpes, lormulabe solutions, monitos
implementation and make needed course comections. Without high-quaity
datn provading an evidence hase, it will be impossibbe to truly nderstand
whers we are succeeding and falling short on the S00Gs. The Susfoimable

Develapment Goall Repor] 200 provides & compreberigbve averviow ol

the warld's progress nine years ila the jowiney to 2030 Lising the latest
vl able data, the report highissits both Successes and chall enges o the
intemalicnal community sirves 1o fully realire the amibitcns and principles

of the 2030 Agendn for Sustanable Development

I. The current status of the SDGs: severely off track

The progress assesament carried out in 20024 reveals that the world &
severely off track to realice the 2030 Agends O the 169 targets, 135 can be
avsessed wing avallable global trend data from the N5 baselng fo the most
recer year song with custodan agency analyses; 14 targuls lack sulficient
trerdl data o adddtional analysis. Among the assessable tarpets, only 1T pet
cent display progress suficient for aibasvement by 2030, Meaity hall

Overall progress achass LArgets based om D5 - 2024 global aggregate dats

B Cnbiedlh & lapr ==t 8§ Wolerals progrma
B Siegnsion W Begressan

bir oo propi et

(4F per penl) eakibst moderate 1o severn deviations Troan the dessed
trajeciony, with 30 per cerd showeing marginal progress and 18 per cent
moderate progooss. Alapmingdy, 18 per cent indicate stagnatson and 17

peer cent Popressson below the JON5 baseling hevels,' This compeehensive
assessment undersoores the urgent reed for imlensilied effons to put the
S00Gs on course. Detailed analysis by banget can be found 3 1he end of this
PRt

Frogress assesement for the 1T Goals Baged on assessed targeis. by Goal

{percantaged
I.-'l"'\.ll = —
(erval '—“ z EEEEEEEE—
Gasad 5 1  r———|
fats I i -
Gl § — o= 1
Gl & S A |
Govad T }
ol H - L— R
Goaly I 0 ]
Gieea! 10 I S a——
D! 11 ]
Cal 12 : rE ]
Gaad13 |
! 123 I = — |
Gl 15 I P |
Dol 1 _ |
Gt 1T I, = B
[} 1] Fal Hl 411 &0 LEn] Fr] Pl = (e 1]

il O gl i Bavpes e 1B TS M [POErEas Rl sl progeean

& Sisatan B EegEaasan

Despite commendable increases in data to monitor the SDGs,

critical gaps persist

S0G progress assessrent 5 alected by onpomng challenges i (he
avalabaity 2wl tirneliness of data ko monitor 38 17 Goale. Owveradi,
comimendabie progress has been made m mprontsg indernationally
comparable data far 505G manitoring. In 2016, when ibe giobal mdicaior
framéwori lar the Goals and associatéd tarpets was initially adopted, only
abouit one thied of indicad crs had good data coverage (thal i data wene
available for mose than 50 per cent of couniriesh, and 3% per cent of the
inddcators lacked intermationally esfablished methodologies or standands.
Today, 68 per cent of indicators have pood data coverage. Snce 2020

all 23 indicators have had well-established and internatipnally spreed
meihodofogies. Good trend data se avaslabde for 51 per cent of the indcatons
{af least two dadn poinds simce 2015) in more than hall of &l counliies

The wariance & country data coverage plays out differently acmss the Goals,
wilh magor shortialls in pricelly development areas, siach 25 ponder quasty
(Goal 5), chmate actson (Goal 13), and peace, juskioe and strong instifutions
(Gaal 16). Moreower, dats timehness rernaing a challenge. Approximately one
third of indicators lack data [or the past three peies, hampening (ke sty ol

Proporiicn of sountries or arnas with trend deta {28 ast 1wo daka painta
simge 3015), comparing 301% and 2024 databases, by Goal {percentage]
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lll. How to harness the power of data

Robust data build on a strong statistical foundation, innovation and integration

A strong statistical foundation drres on Both radibional and innovative

daty sources. Traditional dafa sounces nchude otrTiutes, Surveys and
sdmirislirative dsia Popelafion cermises paowide crucial dats for national
and subnational planmeng and alwo serve a5 dencminatoes for numeraus 505G
indicators. Household surveys contribute data for about one third of S0G
indicators. according to the lnfer-Secretariat Working Growup on Housshald
Surepys. Bath and death registratons are witad for acourade population data
ard emsure ndroduals’ legal sights, providing essental dogumsrialion for
accessing health cae, education and inherdances

Marry countrees till tace challenges, howwever, in buiiding a robust stafistical
Boursdaticn waih dada feom these threee traditional scurces. En 2022 overall
periormance on 1hem acrass counines meraged aepund 00 (out of 1)

Siabsesl ped beimangs of oownlesi on bWirth sad death regisiraiion, caniekes sndd
surveys, by Income levall 2022 (acgare 018
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Modabdi S parilnesg enishid Mrods coufirieg High= e g oM ries
achieved nearly a full score tor birth and death registrabon, upper-middle-
mcome oourdries had an average scoee of OUF; low- and knveer-middle-
income countried scored anly O 2. Dispanties b censised and surveys
based on mcome level slo persist, with scores from 05 to 08, although
differences werg bess pronounoed,

Diata demand hor 500G monilanrg has spurned inndwvation and The inkegration
ol differer data sountes. For instance, Azerbaijan uses rermale wendng fo
moretor the coverage of important sibes for moontain biodreersity (300G
irclicator 15.4.1). Colombia and Malwia hove integrated geaspatial and
population data to estimate the proportion of the runl pomilation lking
within 2 kilomatees of an all-season road (S0G endicator 311}, Bangladesh
hars erployed geospatial ard soervey data 10 gonedabe local porerty estimates
b il goesrnment polcees, Ghuana and the Uniled Eingdom have tlapped
i ciliren science daka (o mondlor markne Biber (300G indicator 14110
Kyrgyratan’s shafistical olfice collaborabes vath & Aetwork of civil =aciely
cigarezations 10 explove how cilieen data can suppoet the WVolunlary Malsonal
Feview. Both the Netherlands and Uruguay mondior air pollubian with
matiorsl refwnrks of sermors (505G indicator 1A )

Countraes workdwide are recogrezing the need to invest in national statwbicsl
siabems bo prodsce high-guality, timely data o 300 manilamng. Thid
irrendees nol only financial resources but alsa reduines building capacity,
modermizing infrastructiee and adopling intemational statistical etandsds.
A, countries conbinue 10 strengthen statistical foundations, embracing
innovation and integrating deverse data sources and methodologios will bo
crilical in gvircoming challenges such as declreng response rates as wall as
im fastering colleborative partnershigs

Engaging citizens in data production Is essential to leave no one behind

The trercarching printiple of ke 2030 Agends lor Sustainable Development
i% o lsave 0o ore Behind. A comprehsnive feview by 1he Gender Data
Compads, however, revedied signifcard gaps i disiggpregated dsta o

kiry social, econaimie prdd emenamenlal mdsaiors dademing ed onkne

by national stalistical offices (M505). In 2023, the availability scone for
sex-deaggregated data ranged from 23 10 B3 out of W Sex-duageregaied
data wore most available for indicators on demagraphics, megration,

Fertility and meproductive haalth (with a scone of 82 and least ovadabde for
errvironemaental idicatos (23],

Further disaggregation by additional charactenistics resulied i a wgnificang
decreast in dala availability, For example, the availability score fior
demographic and migration indcators deopped bo 34 when including
disaggregation by sex and other ron-gecgraphes characiertslics. Subnalsonal
data availainlly wis notably low. with overage scores fanging from 3 o

34 Imerestingly, Fegh-income countnes penerally exhibibed dower overall
disaggrepated data sviElability compaced bo bow- aad reddle-income
Counbries
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Brata avallabdity score by sex snd obher charscberistics and §ype of indicator,
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Ensuring that nd one is lelt behind calfs for mone than just dela
disaggregation Uncowvering the intersectonal disadvardages faced by the
morst marginadized groups demands adddional aflorts, For pxample, a sado
everi on citizen data at the Rity-fdth session of the Ussided Matons Statsiical
Commessan shavwed that indgenous womsen and girs with disabdgies

& Bolnda Leted sigreticand challonges i stoessing reproductineg heatlh
inladmation and cane. Addmeising these cRalernges and tormulating relevant
policies, to ivertome them i4 possible ordy wheen citinen data are collected
widk bhe aclive ervobvermend and support al commnibies sdik Besthand
irowledge of their own needs.

imvolving ofirens in daka production signifies a shift towards a mone
codfaborative and participatony mode of governance, marking 3 s chagrter
¥ The social comtract botween S8ate bstitulicns and citzens, The mfneshed
dynamic embodies principies of transparency, parlcipation and shared
responsibdity, reflecting an evolving relationship whee cilizens are net just
subijects of povemance but sclve partbcipants i A The resdy proposed
Coperihapen Framewaork on Citizen Diata by the Collaborative cn Cilizen

Data supports such ergagernent.

Data openness has improved; use and impact need more work

The retrefrbdsd opermeet, sCordsbiliy and &Hectme uie of daty hrese bBedn
crcial to better data mmpact. Smoe the adopbeon of the 2030 Agenda,
countries have made significant progress in opereng up official statistics for
pubdc use. Accordhng 1o Open Diata Inventory, the average sooee on data
aperness Tor around 180 countries and afeas increased from 44 in 2017 to
95 in 02 The apenress kevel was greater in higheincome countries, with a
score ol 67 in 2022, companed to only 42 for low- or lower-middle-income
eountries. Thes sooee represents edficial statistes that ans machine readable,
noc-pudipred ary. e on open data Boencd or open dELE barmd al e
inclode avslablie metadats and oller scceisible dovwsmilasd opfdions.

Data operiness does nod abwvars tranclate Ino eleciiae use and mmpadt,
howover. Wionitoring these demensions has been challenging. The

Slatistical Pedformanoe bndicaton Tramewark oovers daks uie by nalionsd
Eegmslinlures and execulbnee branches, civil sockely, stademrss and milermations
arganizationd, but anly data use by international organizations is availabbe
More elfars are needed 1o strengthen data use and impadt, and measee
and diocumen| reseills.

Dala asenness sdore, 2022
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The role of national statistical offices as data stewards is evolving but challenges In data governance

Sucoesshul 500G manitonng reguies NSO bo play & strong stewarndship role
within 1se naticnal data ecosystem. According (o 3 2023 sunvey on data
stevenrdahin, neary all N30s neported having the mandate 16 cocsdnaie

the production ard slegration 0f olficial Hateiaed atroas the national
slatmbica system Perdéptions of Successhul dats stewardship, however,
vamed While dimadl 90 per cerit ol NS0 agreed that increased data
sharnng and reyse within the natxnal statestical system were top proniies,
thy did not universally recognize active engagement with census and sunmy
respondents, meda inforaction and improved data lileracy as indscators. of
effective stewardship

Enguring data privacy and security is crucial in foday’s world, with data
produced by both State ertitees and non-5kate actors, such s the private
sector and chvll pocioty organizations. Sirpeismgly, only 30 per cent of NSCs
consadoned this aspect impostant im their data stwandshap role. This inging
o CONGHEENE el resnongEs Eo pna| Pl Sy gRiesh i on et Enlhiiies
are resporsible foe diflerent aspects of offaial statmstics. While B0 per cent
of MSO% eilber lod o co-led tethnical and statestical slandard-setbing. only
34 per cent prlingdd & el in daka Securily. Thes underscanes the urgent need
lo establish national data goreernance dyshéema (hal po beyand the curment
seoge al NSCE acdieilies.

19

Piopertian & NSO agrecing on meat mbere dutcenitul data wlewardahip could
panirbiuie, J022 (peroeniageld
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Strengthening partnerships is key to more inclusive data

Budding partneribeps with diverse stakeholders makes 500 moenil oring mons
inchusie and incorporstes dilfererd perspectives and needs. Accondng 16

0 2032 survey on the mplementation of {he Cape Toen Global Actbon Plan
o Susstainable Development Data BY per cent of MS0s had instiludional
arraepements with the pulblic secioe follgwsed by intemational ceganizations
at &6 per cond, academea ot 56 per cont and the private secior at 45 per cend,
Parinerships befween N50s ard ool sogkely organizations stood a1 37 pr
cent. A similie trend wars observed in the production of pender statrstics.
wilh Soverremes] manishraes baing the mos] comimon partners. Agcund 90
per ot al NS0 had established regular o ad Roe collaborstions with

other povemimen] enlites, compared 10 only 37 per cent with cenl saticty
organizatoers.

A% mdie counines recogne the emporiande | Sdopling 8 “whdlel-
Lnraely” appercsth Lo achweve [he grinbibous m-ili- ol ke 2030 Ameruda,
increded eflorts aré Being made 1o stknowledpe (he condributions of civil
Locely. For example, waib support fram Ehe Collaborstive on Citiren Dals
and the Linited Nations country feam, the Bangladesh Bunsau of Statstics &
£siablishing a leemal parinership with ol society organizations to prodoce
and use cilizen data, This irstiatee represonts a significant siep for the
coundry in necogrezing dala genarabed By nonrstate institullons

Simisr partnerships have fourrshed ghobally. Al the S0G Semmit in
September 2023, the High Impact infiatmee on (he Power of Data was
launched. B aime o deliver data needed 10 achigve 1he SDGs by mobiizring
poltical support and smeestments in nabonal daka sysiems, fostenng unifed
natipnal data strategies, and sirengthening parrerships, collaboration and

caotdingfion. The expanding irstislive curenlly oomprises 15 countroes
porons Alnca, Ass and Lalin Amesica and Caibbean More courtdries and

pairtners are encouraped to poin thes emportant eflort to enswee that every

government has data to mondor and driee 506G progness

Partnerng with local governments enables N50s to galher more

Eurate, cornpeateriane and condext-dpecific data, edhancing the overall
ehectiveneds of SDG momtarng and the réspandiaines of devselopment
efforts 1o local priceities. According ta the 2027 data stewardship sureey, 49
per cent of NS0s had established a formal process or dedicated posstion for
collaborating with local officials: 27 per cent had organized ad hoc meetings
forr sich collaboration: 24 pes cent ether had rane or no anmngemants or did
nod respond bo this guestion on The survey,

Machesisma b0 Ccollaborate wills munichpalcily gaveimmenl dals tlewardi.
2T (perieniagnd
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Coordinated efforts can close funding gaps and boost national data and statistical capacity

In 2023, anly 65 per cend of countres had Tully funded and implemented
nationsl statalseal plara. The fundehg gap it mons proncunced in k- and
ltrovist- idce- incorme courdries, where anly 35 pés cent hinse sufficeent
heding compared (o ahly 11 per cent ol high-indame countries. Forty-free
couniries or ancas received funding from donors; half were low- dand lower-
middle-income coumbres

Inthé Hangehou declaration on acoelerating progress on the Cape Town
{obal Actson Flan for Justainabée Develapméent Data, counlines Sgreed on
“an urpent and sietained intreade in the level and 4cale of invedtments in
data and atistics o domestic and internabional actoes, fom the public,
privaie and philanibropic sectors, (o strengthen statibical capacity in losw-
nComs coantries and fragile states, chose doka gaps loe vulnerable groups
and enhance country resiiance in the Currend conbend of economes crisls,
comflict, climate change and indroased Tood Ssecuity”

While acknowledging the contribution of development partners in building
national data and statistical capacity, a holistic approach ta such suppart
o crucial to prevent sios and dupfcated oioris, Effective coordination and
proper funding allocat:ons botween diesalopment parni ness and national

WwWWWw.saoicmai.in
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entdies are imparative o sysbematicatly address data and capacity gaps
Mecharmims such as the Stalestical Traineg Neads Ascesament Tool,
develaped by the Globat Melwork of Imstilutioms for Slatistics] Tramning, <an
aid in syslemabcally seseasing national Llatidical copacities 1o guide fandirg
alliscatiors. Colombia and Ghanas e sed Ehe bool 1o dewelop plans bt

help prioritize capacity-bulding necds.

Pregariian ol esuniries with a astional sEstiastical plan that is Fally fursded and
wnder implomantsiian, 2073 (peroemdagn)
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= The COVID-19 pandemic and subsegoent shocks from 2020 ta 2022
haren hampened global efforts 1o eradicate extreme poverty. The global
exirome poverty rale increasod in 2020 for the first tmae in decades,
sefting back progress by thros years, Snce then, recovery has boen
ursevere, with ko income countries lagging behind. By 2030, 590 million
pecnbs rmay 1l lve i et povwerty d curerd rends persst, Wilkoud
a sidrslantial celerdtion in poverty meducton, fewer than 3 in 10
courdried are eapscipd ko halve nabisnal gosserky by 2030

Traders transport charcosd to the market in Madagascar, among the
couniries with 1he world's highest poverty rates.

*  Despste incressing afforts and commitmants to expand social protection
programimes, signilicant ooverage gaps bedt 1.4 bilbon chadnen uncovend
in 2043

¢  Ending poverty reguires 3 wide-ranging approach 1hai comibines
comprehensive social prodection systems, inclushe economic policies,
imvestments in human capital, measunes 1o addesss inpguality and
chmate resdance, and infernatonal coopevaton and parirseship

= Climate change s Fendering poverty redsction, and disasters resull in
midliors of households becoming poor of remaining trapped In poverty

Extreme poverty rates have returned to pre-pandemic levels except in low-income countries

The COVID-1% parndemc caused extreme poverty 1o nise i 2020 for the firgt Proportion of 1he population living belaw 52 15/day, by country imcoma kevel,
tirnar in decadies, reversing global progress by thees years. The share of the F015-202 3 (percanfage)

workd's populatson ling in extrema poserty rose from 8.9 per cont n 2015 ”

b 57 per ot i OG0, dhevwen by Increases i fowe- amd lerser-middie- income

OO rES. | eondrasl, exlieene poerDy Coflimu 10 dechrs i upper-mad ol e- i% T

and Pegb-anonirs: coanbrie, 3 bnEuibed 10 $ealf fiscad Luppadt bae vlersngide . -"-—___ ' e i - ’
o soem o ol . [ 1
praugs. By 2022, extneme povierty had neturned 1o pre- pandemic levels in = M —
mas! coundrics, ercepd low-income anes. In 2022 T12 million peanle (o . . —
Q per cent ol the world's population) lived in extreme poverty, an increase of
23 rillion pecple owver 2019 Peojections sugpest that by 2020, 5590 million 5
pecpie, or 6.9 per cenl of the giobal populalicn, may remain inextreme g T I e S
A i i PG [ B R =T |
poverty |F cusrent trends persist A e B I e - o ]
In the 75 mast vulrerable cowvries, which gualkty for contessional lending i | el - el NI:I s e ey e
e | e -rmecchd b el T o re S Pl " - rri
from the World Bank's International Deselopment Association, one in fouws B e e ';':'"; ST i
L L i 1, 1 = e FaploSEoeTE doiurr el
pecple bve on less than $2.15 a day - maee than eight times the extreme R .
FH;H'E”.'F rate in the rest gl the vworld. One in three ':d "-ﬂ COURITIES 30 NoW i Thar lact of rpoprd mrery gidd bereiy B iegertng of ovl e gty entirmadps
pooney on average than befors the pandemic Pt banrrety or b oo douet e
Working poverty has declined but still afflicts 241 million workers
The global working poverty rale sighily incressed bo 7.7 per cent i 2000 Proportion of the emsployed population living below §2.15/day, 2015 and 2023

beebore declining 1o 6.9 per cenl in 2023, Thes indicates a consslent [percantage)
dorarrevard trend in working poverly wor ldwide sinte 2015, Despite progress,

nearly 241 milion workers globaly still beed in extreme poyverty in 2023

Littlo positive change ts pupected in 20052

Sl e i A al b
Lhe gt ol

vl el oot ®arrm A
There are wide régional dispasities amid the dverall positese global trend

Despite o lallng working poverty rate, more than half of workess §ving in

hathean 80w ard Wieriem ALk

oxireme poverty were still in sub-Saharan Africa (145 milsgn ), Central and Lt A=wriecd ied thae L @b an

Soudbem Asia notably reduced worling poverty by &9 percentage poirs Lantirn oo Souits L atbern A

between 2015 ard 2033 Corversely, Noribem Alaca and Western Asa sie

B increase i the sake from 2.5 per cenl in 2005 10 6.3 per cenl in 2003 L Sy

Warking poverty disproportionalely aflects some groups. Globally, youth L

are fwice as Bkely x5 adufs to be in working poverty, Women typically | \5 m --. ol
auporence higher woking poverty rates than men, with The most T T

pronounced gender gag observed in the least developed countries (LDC<) * | ki Auraahs snd M Destand
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Despite improvement, 7 in 10 children worldwide still lack social protection coverage

b 2023, only 78,3 per cent of childnen aged 01015 giobally recened cheid Proporios of chddien covered by social grotection casm benelis, by countsy
carsh benelits, up from 221 per cent in 2005, This ket 14 biSon childien et ama level, 2015-2003 (percentaged
wilFout ol proteclion El‘.'l'ﬂ!r-ll#.ilﬂl'l-l"'l!#‘ll FegHHs vanlslicrs wens il
evicdent, aod deipile a nege doubling of cowerage from 4.5 pév cent @ 2015
to 8.7 per cent it 2023, low-income countned were Will far fram univeresl =l SEEEETS o il T A U
tovevage. During the same penod, iomer-middie-income and wppeés-mddle-
income coumntnes raised coverage froem 15.0 1o 23.5 per cent ard from 218 1o
278 per cent, respectively. High-income countries maintained a continued B9
prograssion towands universal covorage. with nabes risng from 76.8 o _ . e wa e dai
G0.5 per cend, 2% ': '-"_: ‘.._.._..:;.-|—-'l—-_‘ il » -
Achiering Lnhersal coverage will neguire closing a major fimancing gap.
To guaram bee 34 learst basic social secunty for all children, upper- and loveer- o
e o Eeunkes wookd rasd- 10 vt an soitisnel S98.T hillion and 201 mme  SmT om0 M MOS0 M 202 Lkl
£42 3 hillson, sespectively. Low=income countnes would requiee an adddioral — Lnw—eame cmpdnes |- and mudkddy -ungarme coThiee
£559 6 halliam Lo Mallle vw et Dmpllidd  w w Hoph.eepme ooundt e

. ‘Warldd
Efforts to reduce disaster impacts and risks have not yet stemmed billions in economic losses
Diegpe 5-l'|tl"|l‘|ll'.-|'!ll'll.l!"rl'.il'['!- 00 el s Bt ivepahc U, nedaled oo orcis: Drect pconosus B fram disaitees, 2015-202 2 (hillions of dollar)

bosges rermain stubbornly high From 2015 fo 2022, aeirapge bn i deect "

prancemic hoasey paresded B115 Bilion workdwide, an asmaunt equivalent bo
0.3 peer cent of the gross domestic product {GOF) of reparting counlries. ten
LECs and Bandiocked developing countries (LLDCS) sutfer dispropostionaely a1
S i

Irom dressters. Dissstoc-celabed etonormic kostes in LDCs sre over Six bimes
the globat avevage. From 2015 to 2072, this group of countraes socmunted
ioer 6.9 per ceril of $iabal réeported economic losses lrom deasbers despibe
oomprising only 1.1 per cend af reporting courdries’ combined GDPE Similarhy,
LLDCs reported 4.9 per cent of tolal economic Sases, four fimes the :
global average, while accounting for ondy 1.1 per cent of reporting countries’
comiingd GOP

=

Firil 202

Feiify il L Rkl

Government spending on essential services is ticking up but with a chronic gap between advanced and
developing economies

Bivind oo recent dals brom about 100 couninies v chadale soves namiond Proporteen af tolal gevernment speading on essential services, 2000-1037
spending on oisential services - encompasung education, health and social {pertentagpe)

profedtion - mverages amund S0 per cend of (ofal govermment expenditere. [

dmong advanced coonomies, this figure rises o 60 per cend, whide in

emergeg market and divedoping economees; i§ stands at 40 per cont. Cwor a8 _ _= i

tha past two decades. bath groups have soen a slight uplick im their shaees,

maEitareng & conssieed T peagentage-poet gan Between them M
L 1R

Cn the components of essential sernces, advanoed econamies notably
outpace emenging markel ond developing economees in social pratection

spendng by roughly 15 percentage points on average, largely dun ho broador 1

pendbon coverape. Health spending acopunts for about 5 percentage

ponts af this difference, The pandernic iemporarily Sheswed these {rends, a-

wilh mcreased spenidieg on social protection and health and a decling in P e e i il inc
edcMtion e pendilune due (0 schood clotures. Wheke [heds rmadduress are dadryerd enaror: | —— Lmerpnp el 3reva oy oonomEn

expecied 1o be shoet-lved, prolonged health lsues snd educalionad losses
amaong indeviduals could potentially hase long-tern imgpacts on human
capital
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Zero hunger

= Afley rising sharply in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, global
hunger and food snsecurity remained pessistently hagh and almosd
urchanged for thres years. In 2023, about T23 millicn people facod
hunger, and 2,332 bion people experienced moderato 1o sevwere food
inseueity. Despie progress, 15 méllion childien under age 5 sulfered
froen sturding in 2022, I currenl Erends persis], one (n [ childnen undes
ape 5wl b affected by sEunding in 2030

= n K2 admost &0 per cent of coundries worldwide faced moderataly 1o
abrormally high food prices due o the spillover aftects of conficts, such
a5 derupied supply chains.

= Ackieving rero Funger requines inbensdied effons 1o iranslorm food
syslerns 3o they are sistainable, resilient and equetable. Moreower,
accelerating improverments in diets, nutriton, heatih and hyghene &

A womse solls produce in a willage on the southernmodt Lip of
Madagaicar, where Farmers sne siruggling 1o harvest parched crops,

crucial bo rreeding the tanged of habdirg the nemer of chidren sutlening
I eharceing Landier riaArition.

Hunger, food insecurity and malnutrition remain prevalent, calling for intensified efforts

Adter riseng shanply Trom 2019 1o 2021, global hunged. measured by the
prevakencs af wnderradsuriafmenl, persied 3 meadly Ihe e level 1oe
ihres wears, Mlecting 91 per @t al the gopulafion im 2023 compansd wilk
F5 per conl iy 2000 Betweren 713 and T5T milson peapie laced bunger in
2073 - one in 11 peophe globally, snd one o live in Alnca. Moreower, an
estimabed 289 pér cend of 1he world's population, or 2 33 bilkon people,
weire moderalely oo vevedely ood nsecure n 2023 - 383 rillion moee than

in 2019

Nalruitrition among childeen under age 5 remaing a significor concerm
pasing heightened risks to their groradh and development. Globaly in 2023,
an estimated 22.3 per cont of chifdren under age 5. or 148 milion, were
aftecied by sturiing (being 100 short for thewr age), down from 346 per cent
in 2015 Based on current tremds, one out of five (V9.5 per cent) of children

urscher e S5will be alfected by stunding in 20030, Seme 37 million childaen
(5.6 par cent) wene avenseighl, while 45 millan (5.8 per cent) expenented
weasling. abstrd The glabal 1anget of 3 per cent by 2030, Three quarters of
children wsder ape 5 with- wlunieng beed i Ceontrsl and Souibern Agia

(36,7 per cent) and sub-Sakaran Alrica {38 3 per cent b Mare than hill of
thote aflected by wasting lived in Ceriral and Southern Asia (56 2 per cent)
and afmost ane ouarter in subsSaharan Afreca (220 per cerl ),

Ta achieve Goad 2. sigrafieant efle<ls are reeded bo milkgaie the impacts

ol climale change, tonllct and econamic crited Recohd-high hood prated in
J022 vayrsened punthasing power and &°cess (0 {ood, negatively mpascting
food securdy and mutritional outcomes. Intreased giobal public eapenditure
on agricudfure was 21 least one positive trend.

Accelerated action could bring productive and sustainable agriculture within reach globally

Productive and Suslbnable agncuffure 14 by 10 ersurng the sltainment and
contimued salivlaction of human needs i present snd fulore pécerations. To
Fiiess plobal progress in sustanable agocufure, the Irer-agency and Eupert
Groug on 5DG Indicators adopled a pew sot of 4even subindicat ors Covering
economic, 500k and eoveonmmeniad dimendlons. Data from 202 sugeesined
thad the workd was at 2 moderate distance from achieing productive and
surstanable agrculiure {with a score of 3.4 ol of 5) and had witrarssed a
slight Engeovemant dince 2005 Regonal dispant s were sndent, hawever,
wilh the highest sogee ol 4] in Eurdpe and Northern Amerca compared 1o
e lvweal S0 & 206 in Che LEEC £ 'Wihde more delsded salysis & reduined
1o irreestigate {be rood cavses of varying rifes of progress, evdence sugets
thad all regiors urgently need to take sustained, conceried actions 1o impeowe
productive and sstamable agriculure by 2030 They atheratse sk missing
the target by a wide margn

Skatud s chieving preducive ind Derininsbis sgriculiung, 0T

(nggae bgtween 1 and )
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Small-scale food producers are vital in fighting hunger but earn less than half the income of larger-scale

operations

amall-scale lood producers play essential robes in agricultural and Tood This income despanity persists across countries. regaediess of Income
prochicton systenm, enhancieg resilience and fighting hunger. Despile leved Senall-scalé food producers headed by msen typacally gererato higher
e sigredicant contibulaons, hmveves, They are often smong the most icdnes Than 1hose haaded by women, The iker had incomes that were
vulierabde groups in tursl areas and within the brosder agrfood system. less than 70 per cerd of 1hode eamed by the Toimer in nesrly 50 per cont ol
In 95 peér comt of countres with avadable dath, (e erape snnusl mcome Eorries will Sevailable data

of small-scale producers is e than hall that of Larger-scale producirs

Global government spending and aid for agriculture surge amid economic challenges

Csoverniment spendirg reflects nabanal priodities and ean direcily respond Agrtoultiure orentalion indes, 2015 aed 2022
1o ecomarmic and social challisnpes wuch a3 the COVIDH-19 parsdemic, nafusal easniat |
dmasters of indlatson. Between 2015 and 2022 piobal govemment spending
on agncuiture moneased skeadity, reaching a record high of %749 billion in bt ﬁm
2022, Goverremen! expenditure on agriculture relative 1o the sector's GDP Aaalriig il fefw Traletd papggy
contnbution, as measured by 1he agrcufiuee onentation indes, deckned Lnlnhumu-umd—“
froen 0.5 in 3005 1o Qo2 in 2021 before robosinding bo 048 bn 2022, The e tham Avien el Weaters Anis [ LI
pandemic conributed 10 1 {all as government resources wens alocMed fn IR AR '
phhor ceffors,
Gl ] i L

L

Froem 2005 10 20022, the volume of aid for agrcufture provided 1o developing Bieklog s el - st s Ak a

courdries incregsed by 4732 per cent. irom $12.3 bilion 10 $18.1 billion

Cin constant 2022 pricesk & 33 per cant Increase from 2007 to 2022 was el iﬂ

primandy deoven by agricufueal developmen progects and inifiataes in ) : _ )
apriculiursl policy, adminsbative marnsgemenl and fmancial services 0 63 4 i (o] | ]
atably, Alrica accounted for 65 per cenl of the increase in 2022, mainly W W
duee 10 pow-concesssonal ban for ageidultural development proptcts fram Lt Aastieaiie pad B Daglesd

the |slemic Development Bank in Egypt

Mearly 60 per cent of countries faced moderately to abnormally high food prices in 2022

Globally, the proportion of courdries lacing moderately 1o sbnormally rerritireisd hiphes than the yearly avesdge and the 2015-2019 averspe The
high food preces, nose shaeply in 2022, reaching & new recond high ol 581 iFshe sheadily creaked in sub-Saharan Alrica bebaesn 2020 snd 5022
percent. This reanetenied a pearly faurfold increass from the 2055-2019 Major desruplions to legestics and food supply chains alér war broke out
avermge level of 152 per cent. In Central and Southern Asia and Eastern in Leraine resulted in higher food and energy prices. paticularly during the
and South-Eagtern Asia, the share of couniries tacing moderately fo first half of 2022 The var ko exerted strong upward peessure on lertidzer
abrdrmally high food prices in 2022 was Sower thaen the peak in 2020 but prices. adding uncertalnky 10 farmer planteng decisions

Proportion of coustries by region aHecked by moderately to abnormally high head prices, 2015-2019 average, 2020 and 2022 (percentage)
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Good health
Ul and well-being

& The COVID-19 pandemic hais ravaged global healh, undaing nesrly 10
years of progress in life cxpectancy, While most health-related indicators
are mowing in the right deection globally, curnent frends ame insufficient
to et taegets sot for 2030

= The matemal mcetality rabno = Regely dtuck at a level moce 1han three
fimes the 2030 target. Under-5 deaths reachid an histonc low n 2022
bif progress has slowed. Without accelerated declines, 35 million

children wall not live o see their fifth berthday by 2030

= The glabal redpoiie bo ilectiius disesces bk Lved milliand & lved
and paved the wiry or healthier communities. Inequalilies snd emenging
threads peopandine these accomplishmeents, however, underscoring the
need for sustaned elforts and inncvadive strafegies

¢ Mlere than half Ehe vwirld'S popidibean 8 mol coensst by eiinbonl Peabil
services, while 20 ageag heallh workionte must o rest Zromrg
dermands [rom an apeing populabsan, Brsung universal health cowerage
wilhout financial hardship is crucial to healthy lves and well-being for oll

A child receives am oral polio vaccine during the buech of a
Fpd ionwide polis campairs in Malawd,

«  The waild 5 not on track 1o stheew Goal 3, Changing course feguies
priofdizing (e acheserment of ehnserssl PeEi b Cosiride, o1 gl et
hidtUh Syidernia, ivseadi ngg in dekeaie prevenbion ad neabmend, snd
atdeessing drparibies in access bo care and ternces, especially lor
valnerable populalicns.

The COVID-19 pandemic turned back progress
in life expectancy and gains in combating
communicable diseases

The COVID-Y9 pandemic has sigmificantly affected global healih, eversng
seady progress in life expectancy over 1he past two decades. Prior (o the
parchemi, ghobal ife expectancy rose conssstently, from 668 years bn
AO00 to 721 years im 2008, reliecting years of impeovomesls in haalth and
related areas. COVED-149 swiltly reversed this positive trend, wilh global e
pxpeclEnty plummeting ba 714 wbes by 2000 Btk Do fhe il al 2002

Before the pandemic, non-communicable diseases had been steadly
increasing s the leading cause of death, acoounding for S5 per cent ol

all geathis in 2000 and 739 per cent in 201% The share of communicabie
disearses droppsd rom 32,2 per cent wn 2000 10 18.2 per cend in 2019, As
COVID-YD amprped a5 8 feys infechious dreedcs and s1asted bo Lsee a 100
o burmar Bis, P shane of doaths doe 1o communc able ddpgied umped
back 10 Ehe 2005 Level {F8] pid cent) in 2027, while 1Fe sharce al deslld
dis# Lo nosn-comsmuenicable disesses decreated 1o 65 3 per cend, DOWVID-19
ranked among the top three lcading causes of death globally in 2030 and
2020, with strlling regional vanadions.

Progress towards universal health coverage has
slowed, leaving billions without care and subject
to catastrophic costs

Essential health service coverage is measured using an ndex, reporied on a
scoey of O 6o 100, based on 14 indicators across four domaing: reprotiactive,
il el nnwhoen and child healibe infeclicus dsomses: nomcmmunssable
deseases and seevicn capacity and access. The global sooen o the nckes
increased remuskably feom 45 n 2000 to €5 en 2015, Progress slowed
thenealbed, Priweenir, reatbung a scone ol only 68 in 2021 The proportcn ol
the gl ation Wcking essential haalh tonaoed lell by sporosimately 15 por
cerit between 2000 and 2021 Yet menemal progress alter 2015 lelt aboud
&% billion people without coverage in 2021, expecially in rural and poares
poonlalEons

Fenancipl buddibep due 10 oul-0l- packet hoafh spending has worsanad dince
F5, allecting 2 bifon people in 2019 They inclhuded 1 blbon people lacing
calastrophic heallh expenditures exteeding W0 per cent of their household
busdpet and 344 million deiven deeper into extreme poverty by health cosis
The propoetion of 1he population with catastrophic espenditures increasad
from V2.6 per cent in 2005 to 135 per cent in 019

An ageing health workforce struggles to meet rising demands from an ageing population

F'rﬂ;grl!i-";ll'm birer s urevir il héalth Cimgar A redLimis o e L e
global shortage o hesth workers Vel data from 2005 to 2022 reveal stark
dispanties. with lovw-income coonbies expemnences e lowesl Beall b worler
derrity and distribution. Per W0 000 pecple. these countries had medians of
only 1] medical doctors, 7.5 nursing and midwifery personned, .02 dentisis
and (3.3 pharmacisis, compared with medians in hegh-income countries of
35 6 medical doctors, 768 nursing and midwifery personnel, 7.0 dendists and
B8 phasmacists

Heafth systems ane expeniencing increased shraims in calenng to the
maunting healfh needs of an apeng global population, more-so becauss the
health waridoroe itself is ageing. An estimated L8 million additsonal health
workers s neaded in 54 countnes, premaeily high-income anes, to replace
neliving health professaanats and maintain the ourerd age-standardped
dersity of healih warkers

Shave of coantrees with an ageing workidoroe, by heallh oooupa b,
2017-203E [ pentesi ]
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Declines in maternal mortality have stalled, with wide disparities by region and income

Batvepen 25 and 2000, the global maternal mortality matip declined only Skited btk attendance has emproved ghobally, ising from B0 per cent of
musgiraaly from 227 1o 723 maternad deaths per 300,000 Hive births, over births in 2005 1o B por cent in 2023, Impeovnd care quality could save

{hree Rirtees. higher than the 2030 targel of 70, Sub-5aharan Alrics and the bves of up o Tmallion rewborns and 150,000 mothess annially, Yed

Sou ey Adey pecoun] oe 87 pér ool ol mbernal deathd. fa 2020, (he progress s sialling: 48 milian birfkes occurmed wibout skiled asssiance in
rrulerral moclality rakio i e -Encome cownlries was 430 maternal deaths 023, bn ub-Saharan Al s, only 73 per cont al births were altsnded by

pier BODL0CED lhee Biribes compared to 13 in legh-noome nations. The aaerage ikilled peranmed in 209, (ke sl rale wisrldaade. In corviras], Easiern and
maternal mortality ratio for very ligh and high alert fragide states was 551 South-Exstem Asia achesaned 4 rate of 96 per cent

in 2020, more than twice the global sverage. Achioving the 2030 tamget
requings an anmual reduction rato of 16 per cent Betwoen 2001 and 2030

Improvements in adolescent birth rates and access to modern contraceptives do not benefit all women
and girls equally

The sdolescerd birth rafe for women aged 15-F9 years declined to &1 3births. Adshescent birth rate, by spe group, 2000 and 2023 (births per 1,000 women
peer 1000 wornen in 2023, fram 47.2 in 2015 ard 64.5 in 2000 For girls or girlzin each age group)
aged 10-14 yests, 1k rate fell rom 33 berths per 1,000 girks in 2000 to 1.8 1ag

: : : ; & 17R9 i e
in 2015 and 15 in 2023 Yet 13.) million babses, approximatedy 10 peér cen of 130
{s fofal nuembses of Birlks, were boen (o adolescent modbers i 2007 Central 100 T
and Southern Asia witnessed the Lirgest drop-offs in adolescent birth rates | o ’
betwoon 2000 and 2023, with a 72 per cent reduction in the 15-19 ago B4 | 1 £2.4 frd it
group ard 290 pav oot decrease i the 1014 coheat, Sub-Saharan Alvica &0 | b 514 .
continued 16 kv (he highest rates globally, st 979 aritr per 1000 wormen - - *
. . A 514 A ar g ]
aped 15-19 and 4.4 per 1,000 girks aped 10-14 in 2023 - P 13 13
L :
20 | &
The prapotion of woamen of reprodoctive age (15-49 peaes) who have T8 gy NG ;.:_!
their nveed for family planning satisfied with modern mathods has climbed &
from 6.5 per cent in 2015 to 776 par cent in H024, cornesponding fo.an 0
addional TS million worman using modern comraceptive melhods globally, & O - M e
By 2030, this proportian s projected 10 reach T8 2 per cent. 8 net indrease B |
ol 45 roil o women. Thes rmdeks & B imeprosrmen® bud W80l 1all Far $hait o
uriversdl actess B 45
ar 440 i
4 - . * i3
dd ” x
2 _"_j * . = od A
i an 05 ]
[ L] Bl 1K
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Under-5 deaths hit a record low in 2022; achieving the SDG target could save 9 million lives by 2030

{Odobal undes-5 deaths rpached o historic low of 4.9 million in 2022, down Under-5 and neanaial reortality rate, 2005-2032 {deaths per 1,000 live births)
Trarm 5 pnaBaden an 2 DHOHD el G000 evd o ane 20N 5. Miaify Fae® fhe-se dealhs D

(2.3 rillion) cccurred durimg the necnatsl pevicd (ihe lirst 28 dings of k) By

The undes-S rmarbalfy rale was 37 dealfs per V00D five birlks in 202, & B \1

51 par cenl reduction tince 2000 and 8 14 per ced reductssn Trom 2015 Tha

giobal neonatal mortalty rade fell to 17 dealhs per 1000 s birdhs in 2072, a I

&4 per cenk reducton since 2000 and a 12 per cend reductsan since 2015 25 a7 a
Urdertunadiely. the annubl rate of reductian = under5 rceCabily contacted L0 0 “'"‘?P ;:'\%": >0 """‘-:”
lrom 3.8 pes cend i 2000-2015 0o 2] g cent i 2005-2037. The necnalal - N w A -..__E_i B wn W g
mariality rate followed a similar pstten, declining from 3.0 per cenf 1o a0 M 3 _E.___E' "g__” ]
L8 per cenl. IF current irends conbinue, an estimated 35 million children will 3 ) 241 39
i betfore reaching thair fdth birthday by 2030, IF all countries met the taegel a 14 2725 24
for yrder-5 moriality, an estimated 9 mellion lves could bo saved by 2020 b OpE g M. o QM A M W 9 M
A of 2022, 134 countries had already met the Larget, Seven more wene on " RR E 2R ER ER RR " 2R K
track but 59 countries, nearly three quarlers af which are in sub-Saharan g SN AR M- SION_ - TR, [rle—— A i
Abica, i need lasler progress 1o meet the Large et ey et gl Jesk s i
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Efforts to combat communicable diseases have prevented millions of deaths but are threatened by

inequalities and emerging threats

HIVYARDS: The world has made signdficant strdes in combating HIV.

In 202F, an estimated 1.3 million i irdeclicons represented a 27 per
cont decrease since 2015 and a 38 per Cent reducticn since 3000 Sub-
Saharan Alrica, the fogion meost aflected by HIV. has mose than halved
narw infections annualily singe 2000, I 2022, 29.8 meiicn of the 39 melion
peaple lerg wih HIV wene recenvang lile-savng treatment, Increased
access 1o frealment hus averled 20.8 million AIDS-relsted deaths & 1he
padl theee dacades. In addition, the integratom of HPY Lesting and froatment
wilth madermdl ard childcare serviced has prevenbed geer 3.4 millian HIY
infections in children since 20000 SEranger linking of services for HIW and
lwberculosis has averied an estimated &4 millcn luberoulosis-related
deaths among people living with HIV trom 2010 1o 2022

Hat evéryone o berselitmyg egublly from (héte advantemerts, havwever

In 2022 43 péar cend of the 1.5 millian childon fiving with HI'V wete nal
receiving treabment. Every weel, 4 000 adolestent girls and young women
acquired M1V, 3100 lived in sub-Sahaean Africa. Almost a guarter ol new
HIV indections were in Mgy in 2022 Steop increasos of new HIV inlectons
have continued in Morthern Alrca and Western Asa. These wompng
brersds are primarily due to a lack of preventive services for peaple m
mangnalized and key populations, punitive bws, violence, soclal stigma and
dhdCrmrinatinm

Tuberculosis: The reported numbser of pecple newly diagrosed with
tuberculesis reached 7.5 million in 2022, the highest figwie since giobal
mMboring began in 1595 and above the previows histoncal peak of

A imadlion n 2005 Worldwade. a0 estimated W06 madlion people developed
friberculosis in 2022 o Iraem W3 mlhon i 2020 and 100 million in
2020, The drease rermaing the workd's second leading cause al deslh trom
a sireghe imlectiows agenl, with an estimadied 13 million deaths in 2022
This wis dowrt from (ke eslamaied & million deaths in both 3020 and
2021 and almost back to pre-pandemic fevels. The giobal net decredie

in tuberculosis-related deaths between 2015 and 2022, however, was

1% per cand, vwell bolow the target of a 75 per cont reduction by 2025

The estimated disease incidenoe ke was 133 now cases per 100,000
populakion in 2022 a lall of B Y per cond sence 2015 A reburn 1o the pee-
pandomic dowrwacd bread may ooour an L0253 o 2024,

Malara: An estimated 249 million malaria cases ocourned globalby in 2022,
e million moee than in 2019 belore the pandemec. The disease claimed an
estimated GO8.000 lvis in 2022, an increase of 22000 companed to 2019
Since 015, irsecticide -lreated pel 1se among young childen and peegrant
women in sub-5Saharen Alrca hus slagnated at arcand 56 per cenl. I 2022,
an eslimated 58 per cenl of M-risk pregrant women did mol receive the
recammended preveniive malaria therapy, and about ane thind of chidnen
with fever did not receive care Irom a health provider. Alongside disruplicons
caused by COVIE-15, the global malana esponse faces incieasing threals,
including drug and insecticide resistanco, humanitarian orises, funding
constralnds, delays in programma implementation and chmate change
irpacts. Despele thase chalipnges, some important achiovermsents susiain
progress bowards ebmination in manmy countreeswith a bow matana burden,
wilhi 25 coufibies repos ting bewer than 10 cases in 2022 Thirteen courdries
have been certilied malaria-iree since 2085,

Meglected troplecal diseases: In 20022, 16 biion people roguated teoatmans
and cae For neglected tropical diseases, » 26,1 per cant dechng from 2010
Thie proporton of the populataan living in LDCS who reguired sienventions
feer thase dseases decreasad lrom 79 g oAl {5 A5 peer Cend duen his
pericd. As of Decermber 2023, 50 counbres, berntonies and aneas had
elimmated at leadd one neglecied trogical disease, demanslraling 1he
poner Of compeebensive imlerventions combining mass and individual
tresirment, vector control, seferirary public heatih and provesion of safe
water #nd sanitation

27

Progress has nat bien last enougls bo meet the target of reducing the global
populalian requining mtervendinns lor neglected {ropical discases by

B0 per cent between 2010 and 2030, Achieving 1hes taget demands

a renewed effoef to scale up intervertions, partscularty in high-burden
couniries, many of which are LDCs

HIV incidence rale, D010 and 2022 (numbser of new dections per 1,000 unbslected
gl aped 15 - 49 pears)
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Twenty-one milllon children missed out on |ife-
saving vaccines In 2022

Between 2000 and 2019, the proparilon of children receiving thiee doses of
thr dipkibedia, tetanus and porlusss (OTP3) vaccine rose frgem 72 10 86 por
cent, thon dipped to 8 per cond in 2007 bedone reboindang 1o 84 per cent in
2022, 1n 2022, 205 million children missed at leas] one routne vacore sl
1.3 mllion recentd o vaic ined 5 all. Coverage of two doded ol the measles
vaccine ard 1heee dases af the preumodaccal conjugsle vaccine increased
in 022, reaching T per cend and 60 peér oeml, respectively, Inllowing
stagnadion in 2020-2021. Global coverage of the human papillomavines
(HPY ) vaccine, oritical for women's and girts' hoalih, stood at only

15 par cent in 2023, despibe 130 conintries inbroducing it im Ehair natxonal
i zation serdoes By (he end of the year

Treatment reaches only marginal shares of people
with drug and alcohol disorders

Mowly available estimates reveal 1hat globally. only abouf 1in 11 indeviduats
wiith drug v disorders feceived refated treatment in 2022 Covrage

e rpated frem 11 per oant b0 wnder 9 per cent between 2085 and 2022,
amd s motakdy deceleraied in the Amencas and Asia Trealmen] coverage
o wwornen corrislendly Ligs bl (hat for rmen across all regio, weih
over 13 pér cerd of men recehnng treatment companed 10 lets than & per
cent of women in 2022 Data on access to tresiment for those with alcohol
use disomders indicale 3 dee 2ifuation, wilh coverage mnging from 0.3 per
cent 1o 3 maoemam of 14 per cenl i roporing cowntrins. Consaderng Thad
appronmately FA3 mallan people or 5 per cond of the adul population lves
with aloohol use dscerders, Fandredh of millans are going withoud needed
Preakmwent a0 Cane

More than 9 in 10 deaths caused by air pollution occur in lower- and middle-income countries

Particudate air polludicn caused approxemadely 104 deatba per Y00, 000
pecpi annually by 2019, despite @ slight decrease n the global mortality
rate atinbuted to household and ambiend alr pollutson snee 2010, Nngty-
thinee per cent of the burden Tell on lows and meddle-income ooxminees. in
2019, primaiidy in Adia and Alrca, Non-communeable deaases srconnbed
foe BS per cent of air polkiinon-related deaths, while scufe lower rospical ory
mlections prusde up the fermaining 15 pesr cent. Concemingly, 31 pees cont ol
deaths tram acude kniver redpiratony inlections otcwred in childeen umder

Az 5.

Choania (e ludieg Australia and New Zealand ), sub-Sakasan Alrca ardd
oSt of Asos Funee the lughest mortalily rsies sitrbutable 1o sir palhdion
This i largedy due (o signifscand exposure 1o air poilution in households,

4 Lrge propociion al which rely on pelluting fuels and techrsolagies for
vooking, kghting and heating Heafth risks from household air pollution are
particularty high among women and children, wiho 1end to Spend more time
in and around cooking sloves

Age-standind@ned morealty rale atiladed 10 Moo hold and sembaen sir
pollution, J010-2001% (deaths par 100 300 popalation)
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Official development assistance for health has scaled up but with a major share spent on COVID-19

Total net ollicis! developmen| sdistanoe (CIDA) for medical redearch snd
basic healih seciors has signilicantly increased n ecent years, premarily
driven by the global response to the COVID-FS pandomic. DDA for basic
hasalth care Froem all domoes e Ehan doubfed B eeal 1erms bebween

25 and 2022, nising Trom 1005 bitkon to 5211 Bllion (in constant 2033
pricesh It fose 4.4 per cent in 2022 compared to 2021, In 2022 COVID-19
contnol constitubed the iepest chane of QDA lor basic heafth care at 42 per
cent, kotalleg 388 bilkon, of which BLE Bilaan was for COVID-19 vaccing
danatians. Between 2020 and 2022, COVID-1S confnol received 5225 billian
in baLal O0&. Other DDA spendifure in 2077 cormpinsed 83 T billion cn
infactious ditesie contral, £2.4 billion on malaria conbood arsd 32,2 bilion an
basic health care By region, sub-Sahaean Alrics recened the largest valume
and shars-of aid for basic health care, amounting 1o 566 billian

WwWWWw.saoicmai.in
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Tolal offaial develogemert avelsbans & ba medical research and Basic health sectars,
205202 2 (billbee of eondtant 3022 US dollarsl
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' Quality education

L

*  Progress towards Goal 4 has been show sinco 2005, wath only 58 per
cenvt of students worldwide achieving a mirimum proficiency in neading
by 2% Recent assessments revead a sspnidicant deckre in math and
reading scoves i many courdries, highlighting & set of factoss beyond the
CONED- % pandemic’s impact an globad education

= Many countries Ixce challenges such as inadeguate education
infrastructure, teacher shortages and insufficient teacher traiming, While
technology has expanded educational opportunitees, it has a0 widened
ineipuablios, lpanvrg millions of people, especially i marginalized and
knw-ancome commundies, without access bo education

*  Tio et national 2030 education targets, which havwe been scaled back
compangd 1o the original Goal 4 targets, counbrees must annuadly enrol
14 mallion chididren im parly childhood education, admit a new child
ha schaood evary two seconds until 2030 and triple annual peogress in
primany completion rales

A volunieer teacher gives a leason 1o children in a camp for displaced
progde in castern Myasmmar,

o hsgekEraling progress oould Rive B Catalyer impact on sifEdng (Pe
aveiall 2030 Agenda, Pricritizing indreased educatmon funding, tesches
Irainirsr, and indhetive sl pocesdible sehooks are essarlial epe, along
wilh lkeveraging technology and bridging the digital divide o achieve
equitnble sccess to guatity education:

Global upper secondary school completion growth slows yet Eastern and South-Eastern Asia displays

remarkable progress

Between N5 and 2023, the primary schood complaton rate Increased
from 85 10 38 per cond, The lovwer secondary completion rabe fromm T4 1o 78
prer LTl and The upper secondary completion rote fnoem 53 1o 59 per cent
Hirveeser, Gy Bl in 1R chaldren i 2ub-Salaran Alrca complébe pramary
L bl n b

Progress in upper secondary completion siowed from 1,3 percentage points
annuislly CAOW-2015) to 0.9 percerdage posts anmaally (2015-2023), with
Deesnin experiencieg negative growth, Yel some regions made notabie
projréds. Eadbann snd Souil-Eailern A was the Tallast orownnig region,
wilh ik completion rale climbing lrom 83 per cenf in 2015 b ™ p= cent in
2023,

Globally, girks’ comgletion mbes axceed ihase of boys by 2 10 3 perceniape
paer s wf Both primany Bnd secomndary sducalice, Al Ehé upper secondbny
bewed, irks hold & merable advardage, with & 14 percentape-point gap

in Eastern and South-Eastern Asis, & points in Lalin Amerscs and (he
Canbbsean, and 4 to 5 points in most other regions. In Central and Soarthem

Asia pnd sub-Sahadan Africa, boys maetain 3 shgil lead of 2 to 3 percemiage
pesrils. These segional depanties enderscorn e seod for targeted eforts to
o hieve evpunl educalinal oppariunities for 5l chibden

Upper weeondary scheot compledion rate, 2015 and 202 1 {percent age)
tub-Sah ot Mecs -
Mecatierrn Al snae Whedens Ao _
e il
Famtarr and enith- i gk A ws
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COVID-19 and other factors have exacerbated
declines in reading and mathematics

Based on the 2022 Programme for inbernadionad Student Assasernent test ol
tha end of bower secondary school in 81 member and partner countres of the
Cirganisation for Economic Co-operation and Devedopment {OECD). from
2018 to 2022, mesn perlormance in mathematics plummeled by & recond

15 posrils. Reading soones declined by 10 posris, twics The provious recond
Heading prohciency (ollcesed & dererreded fripsciory Tor A decade prior 10
thess netuls; mathematics scones were relabrely stable from 2003 to 20138,
An unprecederded deop highlights the profound snpact of the COVID-1S
pardemic on giobal education.

Gignafacand data shorilals i (rackory besmirg ouboomms, especially i
early educition, pose chaflengess in asteising plobel trendd and disparilies
amang countries. YWith data avadable far only ane in free counbries ¥ the
end of primary school, recent inifiatives to close the gaps show promise in
eopanding cross-national assessments.

29

An urgent need for enhanced climate change and
sustainability education and teacher training

Although 90 per cent of countries repoet that they masnstream sustainabls
divesapment a0 globad ctizenship subjecs in natsnal educabion systems,
evidence suggests scatbered uplake. A 2023 study of mone than 530 ninth
Erade spiente ard socil soience curnculs found Thet 69 per cent did nol
mardion climale change and 66 per cerl omitied sustsnsbility, Dedpite
chaims by vorme leachers that 1hete bopics were tovered, 50 per oenl
admatted 10 not teaching thermn. Theee quasriers of counbries expressed
irdertiors. b revide heir comiculdwithin {be nead Dhree year bo priorilice
climale charge and swstainability. Smply revesing curricula may not be
sufficient. howeser, if teachers lack the conlidence or willingne<s bo beach
thesn subjocts. Comprehenshe support from schools, training institutiong,
coemrmirstios and governments essantial (o encograge educalons o
etfectmely transmil susiainabelity princpkes to fulre gengraticss
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Universal pre-primary education is hindered by inadequate legal guarantees and financial barriers

{Fohally, pee-primury education has siagraded sinoe the S00G5 were agneed Participation rade in erganieed learning (one vear Beforn the official primary entry
Sevien 04 of 10 children globally allended organised bearreng one year belore ageh, 2015-2022 {percentage)
the afficial priraery eriry a2 in 2022, 4 rade unchanged since 2005, In Wi
Lids-Saharan Alvcy ored Mosthern Alrica sad Woeslern Asis, less fhan s al -:I'Er::_""g-g.; *ﬁ_‘_':l{m
children altended pre-primsry sehool, deypite previous progress B3 u?i'"i“ u"ﬁrlugu
COVID-¥3 rewersid growth in pre-primary educatzon. Causing » decling of _ AT T24
1.5 perceniage points. Ths particulasly impacied the poorest chidren, as -
preg- i vy Bl alion can miligate drsdvantages Legal gpurssantees bor M VI e T
Iree and compuliory pre-primary education ane erutial 1o schoo! readiness 0| 43 414
and eqpual opporiianiies, yet only & quarter of countries make it computsony
and only hal ofies it Tor free. Financial barries persist in regions whene the bE
privale peovision of education ia prevalend; i sub-Saharan Abica, 32 per cent
of pre-primary studens attend praate stiaticns. Cherall, children from the @, W w N L R " N ”
richest househodds are twice as likely Lo attend preschood compared to those K E X K% R & %% R R K % %
(roem b feast aflluemd bossenalis tprareen ddw s Lab-btare Cenerss  Cirdow and (L St iforope e L
el e il g g b diaon it P Vi sy
LTS [ Pl By i

St P dils den Swaclabie Mie Eadlérn vl Souts - Lntem i Betveoein 2015 o 20222

Lags in basic services in schools continue to marginalize girls and students with disabilities

Despite basic services in 2chools besng essentisl for Lair leaming Progsartisn of primary schessls with access (o bavic services {pevcentaged
opporiunities, progress has been slow, particulardy afecting students with by type of service. 2022 or most recent year

disabsities and gels. Globally, cnly hall of primany schools and just

&2 per gent of secondavy schools have basic infrastrociure for students Wt-Saharan Alres &

wiih chsabilithes, bn Latin America and the Caribbean, caly a thind of primary Corteal oo Lpurtham dsis B @ A
schools can acoommodate students with disabildies. Globally, over

20 per cent of primary sehools have o separate sanitation {aciities for girts Ay T L el A
A lack ol hanchwashing facilities. in 2 out of WD schooks poses hesih risks, Einbern and South Exisem Asia *+ 9 A
especially during pandemics DMtdnia &
Hatwesn 2021 and 2022, the growih rabe in schocks' inbemed access for hiitiere Advica el Wikt A s L
[ﬂw p#mﬂiﬂmlﬂedﬂl-uhﬂ-r Al evon Erded 0 SoireE feons. Al Eopi oo @eiy] b2 b bmperey o= Y

e ey secondary level 91 per cerl of schools had access to electrity,
81 per oenl had campubens. and 69 par oenl wene conrected bo 1he inberned.

Significant dispanties remaned, particubarly in sub-Ssharan Alica, where Wi L &

ke than a third ol primary sthocls and about hal of secondasry wehools had 4

access o edectricity, hindering the use of technoiogy. i W - M, 09
i et L Cletirciy ¢ Compoten = LT Ens

A substantial number of teachers are not trained according to minimum standards in their country

Teachers are the single mosl important Lacicor in Slident leairang. Y&l a Froporiion o peimany schaal ieachers wilh msesam requintd qualificaiions,
significant teacher qualification gan persists globally. On sverage, 1S per cent 3915 8nd 2022 or mosd recent year (percentage)

ol teachers Lack minimum gualilications, constraining progress acnoas alf
lvels of educatian

Sub-Saharan Africa taces the stespes] challenge, 'wilh only &0 pér cent ol
pre-primary leachers meeting standards compared 1990 per cent in Europe

Saahi- Sk g A hc S

Ltk At b Lhe Casbbain

Eoudn-Eagjeorn A s

andl Northemn America in 3022, AL the PETIY ke, 7 ouf of 10 toschers Fet e Alises ol el ki
in sub-Saharan Alrica med mendmam requdred guatficalions companed 1o

G gt of 10 in most elher regaans. Teacher shontages sad Hireted in-sendce Leropy v Mouiham America
Treening Comipnend this problem, particulaly in sub-Saharan Blmca, whone i o e
enrobmacd] provlih out paced Eeacher hinng, Intanseslency in nalional

teacher gualification slandards further obitructls progress. The inlermations Wotlg

Starsdard Clasgilicatoon of Teacher Training Programimes wirs endoried _ .
2027 ta deline & minkmum ghobal standaed hor Trained beackers but has yed (o W
b widely mplermented @ 200 i T

o
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Gender equality

«  Tha world continues ko lag o As pursiatt of gender equality by 2030
Harenful practioes ang paCreaseng ind not at a rale keeping up with
pogrulirtean grerdh. O in B gicls still masry before age 16, 4
stagpering 230 million girls and wesmen hurve besn Sulpected to lemale
penilal mutilaten. Far oo many women $3ill cennod reslize the right (o
decide on their sexwal and repeoductive health. Vialence panst women
periists, disproportionately secting thase with disabildies

s Pardly invemeen's partstipddion in public Be remaing sk, ansd =
masnagement poditiong, o1 currernt rabes, parity will require ancther 176
years. Wiamen carry an unfair burden of urpald domestic and care 'worl,
spending 25 times mose howrs a day on it than men

& Slacep And Tus18iresd Cormemilmea S 10 chdeeng Thatesd solial noems,
ehirmniruting haemiul practiced and abolshing docramninatory Lyws are

Wamen in the fithing indwitry in Bomandi domenstrate againgt
gersder-baded violence darlng 4 ancal campadgn lor the alfeinaiicn
of vindence against women.

urgent by meeded, El""l-lll'lll'.l-'l'lﬂ VTS Fies i besdiralag At iain-
msinrss Sovl adedusiely S-E-ﬂ.i-ll-g LgD e Eretey |5 BN Blnier egURESty O
national regeonial and global scies s Lop peiorities.

The dismantling of discriminatory laws is encouraging but gaps persist, notably in land rights

Data from 1200 cowntries show that from 2019 to 2023, 56 poséive legad
refoemns focused on remoning discrimanadoey lnvs and eslablishing legal
framawrks bo advance gendar equality, Twanby-tea reforms centred on
egpal nghts to employment and economec bersedits and 18 on stopping
vickenoe against women. The reforms inchaded Mg restrctions o women
wodking in specic sectons, guarshlesng aqual remuneation ke wodk of
ecraal value and prohibiting marital rape. (aps reman, howivey; no rieporting
courdry eamned a perfect score atroas all aress of legislylion

Legal protections of women's land rights remain grossly inadeguse. Among
T ooinkrees, only 20 per-cent has high lavets of protection. Only 9 colnlries
buwvee bepal prosisions Tor lirancial oy es Do sirngdPen women's Land

crareership. Just 23 countnes have quodas ensurning women are regresented

in land admerestration or managemnent nstituticns; 13 ane in sub-Saharan
Adrica

Ponitive Begal rafsarm by asaa & Law, 2O19-203 3 (numbsar)
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Limited data mask far greater risks of intimate partner violence among women with disabilities

Existing evadence shwys that the peovalence of intimake pariner vicience,

in all borms, ks higher among women with disablities than those without
disabiblies. Diata from four countes o Asia and the Pacilic indicate thal

i Mangolin, 41 per cenl ol worten with deaabilities has sxpenenced

plvrpiacs vialence by & phrings compdired bo 23 per eenl of wiomen ol houl
dissbiblies In Viel Mam, 190 5 women wilh dsabslities. has been subjeciad (o
sexiaal violence by an intimate parines compaeed bo 2 in 15 women without

disabitins. Differences in the peevalence of physical andor senml violence
rare rom 5 10 16 percentape points inthe lowr counlries

Prewalence pstimates. are limited by the undemepresentation of woenen with
dizabilities in population-based surveys on violence agains! women and by
the non-inclesion of {orms of saolence specific 1o women with disabililies
Without data, wormen with disabilities remain “inyvisibde” in polices.
preveriicn and nesponse stiategies

Pravatenco of lifeSimn phynicad, pesusd and phytetal and fer sewual inlimuate partner wsalence smang ever-parinered women aged 15 -64, by divability slatos, Latest dats

from 317 g 2019 {perceniagpel
o 50
Lifetlime phydical nimale pariner violenoe
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Harmful practices are declining but not at rates keeping up with population growth

Child mamiage and female gendal mutifation violale the rghls of girks and
have leiong consequences. An estimated 40 malhon girks and wirmen werg
rruarreed bnePeldPood giehally wath one (hird in Indks slore. Soime progress has
banery rrsi®, O o v i lS wers e Ebdone BB {odlany Comparad 10 ome 1
lowr 25 yeirs apa: 68 mullion child marniages were averled in il period

Chver 230 mallon girks and women have indergone fermale genitad muilation
mmmﬂmﬂlmmmtmﬁﬂihtmﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁm

an ncreaso of 30 milion cases companed 10 eEht years ago. In Alvica, over

14 mallaon @rks @ wiormen hanve underpons The prachice. with ncdably high
besels, i1 Dyonite, Guinoa and Somalia, whedse a1 least B0 per cont of girls and
wetrraery ane alfected Asia and the Maddle East are o b0 signifcant numbers
mifeciod by lemale gerdial mulilalion vl o Gver B0 milion and dver 6
midlion. respectively Dernographic trends pose challenpes, &4 populalions: ae
progechéd o g lashest innegions where harmmiul practices s cormman

From legislatures to corporate boards, women have made insufficient gains in leadership

Women's politicsl peeticipation rérnains constrained. As of 1 January 2024,
wamen occupied 26.9 per cenk of seats sn natianal parfaments, wp from

223 per cend in 2005 Ondy s couniriees had 50 par cont or moes women
in the kerever or single chamber (Andore, Cuba, Mesico, Ncaragua, Rwanda
and the Uinited Arab Emniratesh. Two lower chambers now have no women
rresmibers. (Oman and Yemnen). down from five in 2015, bn local government
wamen docupied 35.5 per cenl of elecied sexis in 2023, Gender guolas

Lanpedy det priring progreds

Whie women hold 40 per cent of global employment, they anly occupied
2145 per cent of managenial positaons in 2022, the same share a5 in 204,
Parity in managoria rodes will 13k V26 years at current @ies of change, weth
fscrimmatson, restricter lrws and madequade socal profecton crpating
dauniteg barnors. Sub-Saharan Afrca shows progress is possible, It has
achieved &0 11,3 percentage-poont increase in female managens since 2000,
nese b 36 per cent m 2022, The global increlse was only 28 percentage
Pyl ot [ha Ui pesticd

Heavy burdens of unpald domestic and care work trap women in poverty and inequality

Despite varialnons across regons and country-specific differences, wormssn in
general perform most unpaid domestc and care work, This dsspropoitionate
bminden is ampfified in kower-income households, contributang 1o poverty,
inefuelity and precarioutneds inchuding By hulirg Bbour-mavkel
pariicipatian

O average, each day, wormen spend 2.5 Uimes mong houes on unpasd
domestic ani cane work 1han men. Regional dispariies ane martked, at fve
LS ioons i Bt Rerm Sl ees amd Wostprn Adid Dourpdied §o aboul {wo
fimes mone in Odeard, Europe and Marlberm Ameres. Dillerences, arp
prirnarily sttnbuled 1o men allacating mare time bo urpaid work than ko
regional dfferences among women's engagement inunpaid laboar.

Pregedtion of time speni on unpaid demeiiie snd tare wotk by sex (percentige)
and ratia between wamen and man (bubbles), J000- 1032
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Women's empowerment in sexual and reproductive health decisions remains restricted globally,
although positive strides are evident in some places

Data from &9 Countress sk Thal 56 por ceri of imuarried o in-usn wormen
Fped 1549 can docide on Ehair toxual and reproductnag heallh and rghts,
farepes tnom 3B per cenl dn sulb-Sehacsn Alech 1D dver B per cend i
Eurape. Although 89 pér cent of women can sutoncmmooly decide ba use
coniraception, one n Toor carmet imdlkee heallh-cioe decissons or say o o
s Mo data from 3T cowriries show that 19 have seen 3 posibene trend

in woman's abity to make decssions on seoual snd reproductive health,
particularly i Exstern and Scehwin Alvica. Convarsely, Western and Centraf
Alnica has eupgrie i rotable deckees.

Sockoetanamic tacices such &g hoosebold wealth, edodation ard place al
residence may thape these cutcomes. For instance, data reveal shefts in 1he
wrban-rural gap. with some countries seeing decroased dispardies and somae,
such as Armenia and Ligands, experiencing widening gaps. Lindarsiandeng
Thee Erends i crucal in developirg policess and progmmmes. for vulneable
groups. Focusang on rical populatioes, the kst wealth guiniles and
midividuals with limsded education could help bridge Spnilicant gaps
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Proportion o women aged 15 - 49 years who make thew own decisions regarding
sexual and tepradut tivn Bealth and sights, 2007-2022 (pertentige)
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Clean water and
sanitation

= Despiie come improvemenis. progress in wabter and sandation remaire
insufficient. Al 1be current speed, in 2030, 2 bilion people will 42ill v
withionit safely managed donkirg water, 3 hilkon vathout safedy managed
saniation and 1.4 bilkon without basic hygiene services

= I 2022, reughly half the warld's populatson expenenced Severs water
scarcity for al least part of the year. One quarter faced “extremedy
high® levels of wader stress. Climate change worsens these issues,
posing sspnificant risics 1o social stability, While 153 Member States
share Erarsboundany waters, only one region ks on irack to cover all
transhoundeny riners, lploes and -i-l!.'ﬁllrlll'i- wikh CODperatn prrampimints
by 2030

= Systainable maregement of waler resources underping prospenty and
peace for all, It demands increased funding: more data-driven decrsion-
mabing: sholled workforce development: innovatee bechnology, inciuding

A Lamily wazhes vegetables in a sink outside thelr hame in Geslermala
Tha kscal commeanity has Enproved water, saniatlon and hygiana
EETRICE S

ariifacial anleligence (A1) and robust cross-seclor collaberation
Coardnaled global aclion an integrabied water management 1o addrets
chrnabe change impacts a5 well 3 beller menagement of shaed waters
are H=a ey

More people have safe drinking water and sanitation but billions still go without

Between 2015 and 2072, the proporlion of the population wuing safely
managed drinking water increased from &9 to T3 per cemt. Shares with
salely managed sanitation rose from 49 to 57 per cont and with basic
hygiene sendoes. from 6T (0 75 per cend, In 2022 however, 2.7 billon people
a1ill kac ke sadely mansgped drnkeng water, 3.5 billion wend willoul safely
ranaped Sanilation (radheding 419 mihon whi peactited open defecalsan)
and 2 bificn sbill had adeuie basic Fnaeene deraces (including 653

mulfion with no Eacifities at all}. Additionally, 1.B billion people had mo

oy premmeses. drinking watez, with wompn primarnly responsble for walpr
cellection im two ouf of theoe housoholds. Achieving unharsal covrage by
030 wall reiine 3 sadfold increass in cumend rvies of progress for salaly
msnaged dinking waber, a fvefold increase {or sadely managed sarstalion
and & hreelold itripie Fore Basie frgghsne Lemnnes

Degraded water quality is likely a global trend yet data gaps constrain understanding and action

In 2022 based on 73 coundrees neporting both tolal wastewater generation
ansdd treatmaend, 76 per cont of total wastesaber recived some trealment

Ir A2 cownirues speibping Traaimaend level, 60 par pent of tolal wisiewates
Mierat wivre salely Treated (wilh 31 leasd secondary Treabment ). Far fewpr
cmpnlried foptifad cn b peneralion o tresment ol indusris] wasiessier.
Dials on household warhewsier from 140 cowriries snd (e bones. thaw (Rad
58 pér cenl recenved safe treatment. Trends in domestic wastewaler suppest
thak ktike, if any, progress i being made (owasds the {arge! of halying the
proportion of unsafe discharges by 2030, Large gaps b monitonng and
reporting. particutarly bn low-incoomee couniries. resalt inoan unchear pictune o
plobal wastewatpr,

In 2023, data on 08 00 waber bodies from 120 counbries revealed thal
56 per cent had good wader quality. Reporting on thes indicator mcreased
from T cowrtries in 2017 10 120 i 2023 The 40 highest-income countries

reportied on TS per ool o these water bodies, while BO other couniries
reported on the remasing 25 per cent. More Counbrses monitoned itvers
(107 ¥ thvan lakes ard geouindhwater {1 aach) dis to technical challenges
This is concemg, o groundeaier afien coratiiudes The largest shure of
Frivd s aber vabile Lkes. e vilad pooSys e, A culiu e st u il rested
wati evwnater are major threats to water quality, rddessing harmilul excess
resirients

Degradaton in waber quadty since 2017 is  concerning trend based on

el rom coundries wilh exienshe Mord oHng [ogramimes. Thes trend mmay
be ghobal, given lower wastewaser realmen rales in many ow-income
coutiries, but insuffickent data limet confematsan. The lack of data obacures
early warring signa, impedes restorabon elforts and jeopsedizes beshwabes
eCodystem senices.

Permanent water bodies grew by over 2 per cent from 2005 to 2022

Lisirsg rmulbions of satellite images, stiertidls mapped pefrmanert wales
beodies giobally from 005 10 2022, The analysis revesled a net giobal
increase of 21 per cent (53672 b} in permanent saier anea since 2005

Much of the increase comes from climate change and reservoir filling. While

33

the global ned gain m permanént wiler i positnee, globad dsta also reflect
losses of permanent wates linked to droughts and risirg water demand in
some regions, nokably Aurstralia ond New Zealand, Latin Amenica and fhe
Caribbean, and Cendral Asia
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Water stress is increasing, with devastating consequences for sustainable development

The wabter siress level megsores 50 reshwales yathdravesls refad e (o Eobal
Fredlenaber redounte=n. & wilhdrreal rate above 75 por cenl of doneaable
water resources repredents high waler stress more than 100 per cent

i critecal. High wador stress can have devaslabing consequences for the
grrargnmend and kender or even revense eoonomic ardgd social development,
Globaty, the waler slress kevel reached an average of 1.6 per cent = 201,
with Central and Southeem Acia Eacing hagh stress and Norhein Afrcs &
critical stress. Fram 2015 10 202, ghobal waler siress increased by 3 per
cend. Sred levels s Moribern Alrica and YWestern Adia rose 17 per cent,
euatetbaling Aready cntical lBvels. Agncuiture accoants for T2 per cént

of freshwater wilhdrasals globally, lolfiosed by industry (15 per cent) and
seraces (13 per cent)

Lewal od wader strevs. J021 {peroentaged
Hertarn Alrica st Weiown v T
- Tdi]

C vl il el Sms] by ik

Eanbest il Sonath:-Einern A |[[EID

[wrzipn sl leelhern Ameraa [

Lt Bomapeic b avned L Casbitein [ 63

it sbarsn &drca i &5

Rurilrita wed hirw Tealard [ 5%
Ofaarsi® ]

ey -

a = i3 & | 0

* Eilusi g Bty dlos e B Tl i

Global water use efficlency has risen by varying
degrees depending on the structure of economies

Giobal waler e efficiency ncreased from $17.4,/4m" in 2005 10 $30.8/m" in
202E a 1% per cont intrease i efficiency. EHiciency impeoved in ail etonomic
seclors. Agrcubluee caw the greates! rise; at 36 pey cent. followed by
indsiry a1 31 per cant and sevvices at 6.3 per oenk. EMicency vares widely,
infhsenced by 8 country's econime Wirictune s the Sectorad dabrbarison ol
wiler, Iry 2027, estimad i ravgped froem Bk 34t in agricuiture-deperdent
£conomies 1o dwer 3500m ' highly mdustnalioed, servce-baded oned

Diespat e the average increase globally, around 58 por cend of counbres st
exhibit ke water wse efficency (ess than 320/m ). Regionally, Oceama,
Euripe a0 Morlhenn Armerics hive exteeded (he global mevage, while
Cerdral srd Southesm Asin are falling behied, Fram 2005 10 2021, Essten
Asiy and South-Essterm Asiy mperienced growth ot dd per cent: Latin
Aurserica and the Cartbbean wefnesséd a T per cend déecline. Courrries are
adonteg various siralegies 1o enhance waler e edficiency, includsng
infrastructurs moderniration, mons efficient erigation and wastewater reuse

Much more effort is needed to realize the full
potential of transboundary water cooperation

Cooperative agreements among countnes shanng transboundary water
resouC s (rivers, ks and aguders ) are essential for advancing sustarable
developmend and addressng chmate change, in 2024, only 43 out of

153 Member Sates sharing transboundasy wabies have opeationa
Arrargeme s covering B0 per cend o mare ol 1hese rescurces. Ower 20
Coutires lack sy such arngementd. YWhile progress has been nolalie

i S -Sahdran Adrech, where 16 courfdmed fony ot ' pr cent ol then
brarsboundsny basins with operational arrangements, only & bew countries
in Asia, Latin America and North Africa havwe adequate amargements
Alprmmingly. reeaeby 43 peer et of countres Lack food alarm sysberms Tor any
of their transboundary water bodies, 63 per cent go without drocght alarm
systemns. 5% per cont huree no poent climate change adaplation strateghes

for anvy of Tk tramsboundany basing and €4 pir cent hive vt 1o enact
joint disasbesr risk neduction strategoes. Sinoe 2020, only aound 10 new
cooperatsan arangemenis have been adopled for previously undovered
Prardbondery waber bodwed. Achsving coverkge ol all iransbowndary batrs
b 2030 will reguine signibicantly sccelerstad progreds

Integrated water management boosts resilience to multiple crises, including climate change

Tackbrg climale charge. waber scacily and other orises nequiings 2
COMprahersive FDproach Lo Managng waler /e50uI00es, ACIoss Seciirs

arsdl borders. Counties with hegher fevels of wlegrobod wabes resodmces
rianagement {score O 1o 100 pes cent ) ame more resilient bo clmate changs,
bradiversity loss and pollution. Giobal pragress in implernenting integrated

wiler resounces management remains slow, hoever, edging up irom a =core

ol 49 per cemt im 2007 {0 only 57 per cent in 3023, {ar short of the 2030
target of 91 10 300 por cant, Significant efforts 1o acoelerate mplemantation
arp nended, particulady in Cendral and Southesn Asia, Latn America and
the Caeibbepan, Oipoaris and sub-Saharan Alnca, Countries eopoit that fher
rmain challenges are the lack of coordonation atross sectoes and insulficiecd
Fancial insidutional and techrecal capacity, Successhul counties
dermdridrate that mdsrrlneaming wabes resount e in climabe plenning and
fmancing alkaws them 16 Build resilienée a0d advance mulliple developeriend
ohjectives, including for lood, energy and ecosystiems

WwWWWw.saoicmai.in

34

Irplementation levels of integraled water resources management, 33271 or latest
availabie year
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AfHordable and clean
energy

Corsiderable sindes have been made in achieving sustainable enengy
targets. The number of prople lacking access ta electnicity dropped from
S5E millign in NS to 685 million in 2032, The number without clean
cooking fuels declingd Froem 3.8 bilkon 10 2.1 billion ovor The samss pasrod
Glabal Capaciy 1o gererate eleciricly from merewable enengy has began
expanding At an unprecedented rate, & trend expacied ta conline

Recend events, such 3% the COVID-19 pandesmac and the war i Ukraine,
have disnupted progress, including by exacerchating abeady insufficent
inbematicnal financial flows for clean energy in developsng countries.
Withowt a change in Course, anestimated 660 mallion peophe will shil
ok electaicily access and around 1.8 Bilion wil go without clean cooking
lsets and technologies by 2030

To achiewe uremrsal access to clean energy by 2030, robust policies
ate npeded to aconierate dhectification, enhance ergegy efficency

Workers mkall sofar panels (0 povwer a pubdic hospital in Yemen,
resioding cperations affected by ongoing conficl.

and Incrpase irrvesiments in renevwalibe energy. These eflosts, coupled
wilh fostering infdwative solutions and crealing support e regulabory
ramsEscn b are prvols! b sdvante Iowdeds Goal 7 and meel climade
obyjecties.

The number of people lacking electricity access grew for the first time in a decade

In 204, akhough the globsl electricily access rate held steady al 91 per
cent, 585 million people s8ill lacked olectricify, 10 melion mong than in

2020 due 1o poputation growsh, Thes marked tha firsd such increase ina
decade. The setback & largely atiribuled ko the disnaptians of the COVID-19
pardierric and Likraine conllic], which affected energy peices and markets
Thooe withoul aooess o dlasincily are IZH'IH]G-I"I'I-iIH-I"I'I':l' 1 vy <l e
heuiakolds ar lecatnd in résnale aresd

Progress varies by rogion. Central and Soodhesn Asaa roduded the regional
gap froen 235 mallion people in 2015 16 33 mallon in 2022, Sub-S5ahaan
Adnca had a growing shang ol the global socess dehicd, ot 83 per cent (o
570 millon peogle) in 2022, up Irom 50 per cord in 20010, While socess to
eleciricily grew globally al 077 per cervl anfually on seevage rom 2010 ta
020, Ehe rafe sloredd 1o 043 g cerd Troen 2020 (o 2022, With projescliors
indicating that 660 milkan peoplé ghobally will rernain uaserved by 2030,
achimving universal elecincty access will regure a 108 per cent annual
ncreass. imaesting in decontralized renewable enprgy, including stand-alore

off-grid sclaer and mini-grids. together with electncity-as-a-service modeds
hodds ssgnificant potential o bridge the access gap.

Progssriicn ol {be popelabion with asoess o electriciby, J022 {(parcentagn)
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Without faster progress, by 2030, around 1.8 billien people will still prepare meals using polliuting

stoves and fuels

In 2022, 4 per-cent of the global population had acoess 10 clean cooking
The global sicess deficn Tell 1o 26 per cent, down rom 36 per cend in 2015
This 1ill kearves arcund 21 bilion peopke relyng on pollulrg fuets and
technaliges, such as wood, chanoosd, dung snd crop wasde, as their primary
energy souce for coolong,. Without stepped-up inlérventions, aound 1.8
billion pecple or 21 per cent of the world's population could lack access to
clean cooleng by 2030,

furcng (he regiors, Eastern and South-Eatiern Adia and Cenlral and

Sou by Al hure seen conasbén] mprosementy. By contradd, sub-Sahaan
Adrica remaens the only region whre the deticd is rising: it could exceed

1 bnllion people withouwl access by 2030, Globally, urban-rural dispanties

ang stark, with 88 per cent of wban households compased to 54 per oenl

of ruenl hoyseholds having acoess 1o claan cooking solutions, A relance on
tracEtiona stoves and polluting fuels worsens healih and ermeronmental ks,
partieulaly for wormen and chddien, who Bear the beunl of Cobking and fuel
Cobectnn Brirdang
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Electricity is at the forefront in the shift to global renewable energy; hurdles remain in heating and

transport

The shase of renewable aneegy in the warkd's fotal linal anergy comsummption
rers Mgy 167 per cent i 2005 to 18,7 per cent in 2021, Excludag Traditknal
lesrris of bioenass, the share of moden rensyabls souroes clmbed gradually
froen 10 per cond in 2015 k0 12.5 per cent in 2027, Traditional used of Biomats
accounted hor wighlly over a thind of total mnewabde ersrgy corsumplion

Tho ebectrecity sector has emenged as a lrongruneer in adoping wind and
solar technokogees. due o their dechneg costs. Renewables constiuted over
282 per cenl ol Lobsd e erevgy cordumption for electncity in 2021, up
from 229 pér centin 2005 Thit segnals Intne the world's capacily bo generse
renewable povwer & enpandg A an unpretedented rale, predenting a
tangitd o opportunily bo lriphe global capacity by 2030, 25 agreed at the
teerdy-eighih sewson of the Conterenoe of the Parties 10 the Linided

Maticns Framevark Convention on Chmate Change In 2023 Yel incroases

) el SNergy use remain corstracned in 1he heating and transpor
sectoes, which accound Tor four Bfths of 1obsl Fesd ersvgy consurmplion

Share of revrwable sountes in inal eastrgy Consumption snd by end use, 2015 aed
J070{ percantagn )
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Impressive overall average gains in electricity generated with renewables obscure slow progress in

some places

Giohally, per capila installed capacity for generaling electnciby with
renerwable energy noardy doubléd From 250 walts in 2085 10 424 walis in
2022, The past fhve yoars saw an all-time high compound annwsd growth rate
of 8.1 per cent. Developing pouriries witnessed substantial exparsion from
155 to 293 rengwable watts por copta, Developed countres saw o mvider
rise from 69110 1073 watls por cageta, oven a5 thay hane 1T Eimps more
wistalled capacity than develogeng natans. Dispanties. are mode inaderd loe
the LDCs, LLDCs and small dland dinveioping Stabes, which in 2022 aceved
0, 103 ardd 100 wabls per aoia, respeacbively, Al curren rafes ol expanssn,
LOC % woonadd reguuire nearly 41 years, LEDCS 38 pears ard <rnall sland
developirg States 11 years 1o mabch the 2022 levels in developing counbries.
This wide divide indicates an wgerd need to bridpe gaos inachiovng
equitable access to astainable endgy

Inatalled capacity for renewable sleciricity peneraiian, 1015 and 2023
Cwratis per capial
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Global investment needs to triple to rectify marginal gains in energy efficiency

Gichal premary energy mtersity impegeed lrom d 9 meggouled per dobsr
{2017 purchasing power pardy) in 2015 to 4.6 in 202]. The energy imlersity
improwvermend rate for 2020 was only 08 per oent, ooy, influenced by a
robust economic recovery affer the pandermic and a shidt towards enengy-
inbensae indusbrees. The rate bues. rermasrsed under the 1.2 per cent average
obsered during the lash free years

To meet the Goal T enengy eflicendy target by 2030, annual mmprovements
must now averspe around 4 per cend. Key actions include swilching to more

elfstierd fuels, such & by electribying [indd wted and providing urerds
aocesd boclean coolang. Empnoving the technical efficiency ol equpment
and processes and wsing energy and maben s more efficenthy ane alwo
important. Further, giobal imestment in energy eficency would need

b triple by 2030, High intevest rales poso a challenge a5 fingncing new
projects. has bacome mor txpensse, particuladiy in pmenging markets and
(o (e SOV TR,

International public financial flows for clean energy rebounded in 2022 but remain insufficient

In 023, emtemationad public financial flows supporting clean encrgy In
deyeloping countries rebounded 1o 3154 bilion, an increase of 25 per cent
o 2021 vt 811 around b the 2056 peak pf $28.5 bellion. Thes daclining
brerd conild impede progross towaeds Goal 7, especially for the LDCs, LLDCs
and smad island developrment States

WwWWWw.saoicmai.in
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Financing commatments have become marginalty more widely distribuded. In
J0EL, B0 per cond of commibmends went to 8 countries, a figune rising fo 25
in KL Trends in technology tver the last decads huve shifted invistments
from hydroporser to solar onergy and multipleother renpwables. In J0E2,
abrarst hall of flows woend to mulliplesother renewables. Solar erergy
recotvesd 35 per cond, wind enerpy T per cent and hpdroponesr T e cont
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Decent work and
economic growth

i

*  Progress Towards Goal 8 (aces headwands from e COVID-1S albermath,
tridee tendsand, risag debt & developing courdries, conficts and
peopaldical strains - collec trrely threatening global economic growth.
While global real GOP per capita growth rebounded in 202, 9 doraved in
2022 and is progected to stabilize through 2025

o Eabal unemplogrrnent hil o isbane low ol S per cend in 2059 yet
perssbent roadbloc s rernain in achieving decent work. YWoamen and
youth face higher urempioyment raies. Informal employment poses a
sigreficant ghobal chalerpe, with ower 2 bilion workers in informal jobs
lpcking social protection in J023, &n the LDCs, and in sub-5aharan Adrca
and Cartral and Scathenn Asia, nealy @ in 10 workess are informally
empietd, Alarmegly, over cene o Tive young people e rol mn edud 3,
ergoyirent o tradeang {NEET). Compliance with fundarmendal sbous
reghls has delenceated,

Warkern operaie & producibon lne in an electronkcs lactory n
Vigs Ham.

* Acceleraling progress demands sustainable econome podCes, suppon
foe enkrepreneurship and innovation, lermalization of ihe inloemal
eoondeTy, wxlepuieds ol wirkers aghid social pustios, and inclusne
eyl appaneied edped ialy bar wdenien and yoauth

Global GDP growth has waned and productivity is stagnant, posing risks to economic development

Glohal real GDP por capita grew at an iverage anrsial rate ol 21 per cend
feoen 2010010 2014, slowing bo L6 per et from 2005 b 20@E, The cheline
wlEmrrsid ngem diwnd podeadlh im rnosl reghore nd detriates in sub-Sahacan
Blraea, Latins Sorirnch and Ehe Caribbsesn. e Oeesenia (eacluding Autiraliin
aihd Mew fesland]). Glahal sed GDF per capela mched g L8 par fenl
annuially froem 20005 to 2019 bud lell by 3.9 per cent in 2020 before recovering
wilh a 5.9 per cent incresse in F00E Groed b dlowvernd o 2 F pere cent m 2027
and is estimated to fither drop (o 10 per cent in 2023 The projecied
grawih rate will be 1.8 per cont #n 2024 and 1.5 por cent In 3025

Annual grawth e neal GOP i the LD 4 retreated froem 5.0 per cend in 2019 (o
just 0.7 per cent in 2020 before partially recowering bo 3.8 per cent an 2071
Gzrowth sirengthened to 4.6 per cent in 2072 and |5 predicted bo nise by 4.4
per ot im 2023, 5.5 per cent in 2024 and 29 percenl in 3025, skill well
balovw thar 3 por cent target.

Annual growth in economic productmity, defined as the growth rate of real
GOP per emplayed person, stagnated in 2022 and 2023 beldow 015 per cen,
a stark corirast 1o 1he penod from 2015 to 2019, when the average growth
rale cxucended LS per cent. The pandemic unferrupded this trend, with 2020
regesteniog 3 1) per cent docking a5 outpat felf faster than employment,
atitough 1hes was lully offset by 8 shorl=lhaed rebound an 20070, The slow pace
of protluctra®y Srosah i the Lkt Do yrears porkiss & ekl B0 20onaimse frini i
and developimeni

Svarage annual groeeth ol real GOP por captia, 2080-2014 and 20053 (0
(percesiage]
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The global youth MEET rate dipped after the pandemic but stark gender disparities persist

In 5023, ke global NEET rabe armong young people was 2.7 per cent, a
nofable decroase from 218 per cent in 2020, i closely matched the 2015
basedne of 21.8 por cent and s expecied Lo persest thenigh 2005, Morthern
Adrica and Western Asia and Central and Southern Asa reported higher
rales of 18.5 per cent and 274 per ent, rspectiveldy, Central and Southern
Asia saw sagnilicant impeovement, reducing its rabe by ©5 perceriage points
sarsge 005, Sub-Sakaran Africa expenienced an rrease. Globally, yourg
WONEN ane over Twice a5 ey a8 young men 1o be NEET. In Centreal and
Sonsbeeir A nssely hall of yoong wormen are NEET compared b only

37

12.3 per cent of yourg mer. Morthemn Alrca and VWeslem Asis echo (hs
disparity. ¥With about 269 millicn young people giobally not i education
orwatk in 2023, intensifed eflorls ae needed 10 reduce MEET raies,
partiulaly among young women

Fewer courtries had an operabonalized national strategy for youth

emgdoyment in 2023 comparnd bo presious. years. Oinby 36 of BT reporting
countries had implemented such a stategy, Around one third had a straiegy

bt without evidence of implementation. Ove fith were developeng one.

WWW.saoicmai.in
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Global unemployment fell to a record low yet gaps remain for women and youth

In 2021, {he ghobal unemployment rale fell 10 a record ko of 5.0 per cend Unemployment rate by yen, 2011 (parcentage)
wrce 200 The rate is projected 1o further drop to 4.9 per cend in 2024 and

o stay fhe same level m 2005, Eastern ond South-Eastern Asia, the LOCs ot A e st A | .
and LLICs saw unemployment e rise from 2019 1o 2023 Nodthem Latn Amerca and e Carbbwan *
Adraca and Weshern Asls had the highest rale af 5 per cent, despite et Fanaran Avca TR
deac hines oiton P pbncieomc, VWoenen ne youth &onkmued 1o fete ||l|§',]'|-l!'i Eimtion.arll Mot Arvaiit qﬂ ¥
rales shabally and Sorass rE'E:iI::'r!k I 305 3, pender urermpoyrend fips were
sirnilar 1o thise in 2075, wiilh the largest disparties in Morthern Alrics and I T =
Wiettern Asia Cenbral and Southern Asla has made strides in narmowing Eiritees vl Sdnath-Lanters Avia ﬁ-ﬁu
the gap dwe to improved bour markel acoess for women, paricularly @ Auraog g topw Jestand Hﬁi k
Soudbsem Asia Yourlh unemploymeént was aver theee times igher than adult i q’
rates ghobally, at 130 per cent cormmpawed to 3.7 per cent, respectively. While
headiirm umemipleyment figures iImproved, persistent challenpes such az et et it q
vaoriong poverty and inlormal ernployment highlight orpoing struggles n = B q }
reaizing decant wark R ———

i q

a i [ w

Kisks il Temale <0 Tplal
S E g sl At hakd are] Mew Jeblissd

Substantial declines in labour rights plague all regions, worsening prospects for social justice

Fromn X5 o 02, the global seeragn bevel of national compliance with Lewel of natienal comphance with lbeur fights (reedom of association snd
labour rights deched by 7 per cenl, with (he average scone worsening colleciive bargainiag) binad on ILD berteal sources dnd Aationl lngistation,
{rom 4.50 to 4 81 This indcaton [AFE IR Irerm 3 i 103, iJHr'lH"i natanal ST anadl 2O0EY Cacalie - 43D

compliance with [reedam of associaion and coliective Dagareng aghls, with Caahavs vl agth-Eaa e &iea

O indicating the Hghest complisnoe ard 1 the lowesL This detereation Ervical inad Scasthan s
has sllected diveloped, devloprng end least developed countries, wih

decresies al 0.2 0.3 and OB poinls, iespecimely, snde 2000, Scome s
wartered lor 13 per cent af Internationsl Labour Orgarezation {ILO) membser i Armaricis ot ¥t Carfbbutin

Pesr e Al ard Wenierd Aois

ulul

States since 20001 only 11 per cent hurve improved thesr scores, partly due fo faab-fahuran Afrri

legislative reforms. Regsonal averages rofiect subitantial decines in Eastern Ko il Biist it Advisich

and South-Eastern Asa, Contrad and Soushern Asla, Europe and Mot hesm P ﬂ‘

fumerica and Latin Amenca, Korthein Africa and Weslern Asla saw margmal

imsprovements. [reroased vialsions and resiriciiens en clvil ibserties, Lt drersped e ﬂ

aspesisly inurdon Tormation and bargaining righfe, demvee the trend, Freedom

of ssuacistion and collective Banpaining are enabling rights 1o exencise e —

lundamental rights & vwork, with & chacesl rabe in social ustice . 3 - & 3 -
s W o

More than 2 billion workers globally were in informal employment in 2023

Ghobally, over 2 Bifben peophe wene in inleemal employment in 2023, employirsent pecsisted madl rotably in the LDCL at B9 per cenl in 2023, &
oomprting SE O per cel of 1he global woikhone, 3 thare proyecled (o rale nedrly unchangsd singe 2005 The rate in burcpe and Nafhém Amenca
dhighlly decresse to 578 per cent in 20024, This 3l is down {rom 584 wits onily 114 per cent. Wormen, paeticulardy in the LOC 3 and regiors with
percent in 2015, reaching its lowest point, but the number.of infor mal high informality rates, expenenoed a disproportionate morease in imdormal
waorkers o af (b highest bevel This sugpests that widespread formakzateon empltoyment during the pandemic. Over 20 per cent of employed women

% Lenkialy soon. Economic challenges ane pushing workers info informsd in- e LOHC s and ragrty S50 par Cent =n sib-Saharan Aliica and Central and

1abs wilbout social protection, a sigreficant baerior 1o social pastice. Informad Soui e A pe-rlpemsied enformal work

A crucial sector of many economies, tourism is mostly on the rebound post-pandemic

The COVID-14 pandemes inficted smprecedentad damage an loursm. Hs developing Slates, wilh 1he economec pesformance of fouvsm a1 68 per
contrbution bo he giobal ecanoomy plummeded from 3.8 per cent of GOR in cent and 43 per cerrd of pre-pandemic bevels, respectively, Toursm remains
29 10 1.8 per cond 40 20000 In 202 2, 1he sector rebounded 1o 82 pér cent onucial [or jobrs, local ecosysiems, peacehullding and poerty redociion

of its 201 leeved, contributing to 31 per cent of global GOP, a5 it tapped pend- through income generation and tax revenues. Challenges such as inflation,
up desmaed follosving the end of travel restrictions and resumption of a clenate change, geapoditical conflcts and uneven BConoimic fecovery
conmpctions, While mest tegons are neanng 2019 kevels, challenges persist threadn thi sustainable developrment of the secion paticulardy in smad
for Oveanta (encluding Austraba and New Zealsnd) and the small istand istand devebaping States, which rely heavily an beursm

www.saoicmai.in 38
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Industry, innovation and
infrastructure

= Since 2022, manulaciwing sector growth has plaleaced at around
2.7 per cent, i level pxpected 10 persis? inbo 2024 due to the lngenng
imgpacts af the COVE-1S pandemic and geopolitical tensions. The
rreidim- and high-tech sector madntaingd s manufactunmg value
adcded share at around 46 pir cend in 201, The 2« trarspaat industry &
rebpurding strongty. Small enbemrses conbinue 19 oe burdles such as
lirmited access bo credil, especially in 4ub-Saharan Atraca and the LDCs;
ordy ardund 7 per Sord has Boceds ba boans or crisdil et

*  Despite reduced carbon diomicle (C0 ) pressions intensity, global
emgsons haee hit a record highe Th mobile broadband coverage gap
parsists at S per cem.

= Toaccelerate progress towards Goal 9, a concerted effort is needed to
promabe g lusive and sustainable industrialeation, foster innovakion

A woman works at Port Victoria, Seychedles, providing services for the
gauniry s Wenpesl mdugliy = induviiisd hins Tekhing.

ihrough incrpased irvestrment in ressarch and development, priorilize
and acoslerate (he groen trasstion, and Leilitse acoess o information
and commuricalion: technolagy.

Global manufacturing shows slow growth, and the global share of manufacturing employment declines

Since 2015, 1o thb&l iU lafurng vadue Sdded pesr capia has didan by

16 pir cont, Browm £1,653 (o condtant 20015 prces) 10 31922 in 2023. The
manufacturing sector's condributeon ta tolal economic scthvity, hawever,
only maiginally increased lrom 16.3 10 16.7 per cért duning the same penod:
In 2022, manufacturing growth plateawved at around 2.7 per cenl and =
antickpated to remaen stagnang in 2024, Thes can bo attribubed to factors
including gecpolitcal uncertainty, inflation, kgstical challenges, shevated
enargy (osts and bropder global econcmic decelération

In the LD s, manufacturing vatue added per copsta increased by 15 per

oent froemy 3125 in 2015 1o §169 in 2023, with the $hare ol manufacturing
vakie added in GDP rsing by 25 pecerdage poims, from 12 to 125 percent,
respectively. Even o, 1he pace of progress may not be sufficient for the LDCs
bo reach the target of doubbing their 2015 vl of manufacturing value added
in GEOP by 2030

Betweoen S and 20200, the global share of manufacturing emplayment in
botal employment rermained rolatively stable at 14.3 per cent. It dropped to
¥4 per cend in 20022, smpacted by the COVID-1S pandemic and geopoitical
Creses that profeandty aflected manufaciuing sectons worklwide, Most
reons witnessed a decline in the share of marlacturing emgployrreni
between 2001 and 2022, except for sub-Saharen Alica and Ceniral and

S by Aiics

Marulacturning eemployrent i a pregoriion ol lotal emgdeymeent, 20715, 2021 and

022 (perteninge)
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After a pandemic-induced plunge, the airline industry begins a strong rebound

In 2020, inlernational pastanper tralhe plunged by 60 per cent, with udt 1B
ballian passnpers faking to the air cornpared bo 4.5 billian in 2019, rewerting
to 2003 levels. Seal capacity was cut inhafl In the same year, aulines

suffiered $370 billion inlosses due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Airporis and
Mr ruragation seraces prosadens kst $115 billion and 313 bilkion, respectively

& shicnp recovery Began in 2022 5% patsnper fumbers resthed 73 D
cent and revenwes hit BT per cent of 2019 levels. Air passenger nmbers

ncredded by 43 per cent and revenoe passenger klamedred rose by 62

per cent ower 2021 lievels, driven by iMernational roube recoseies. Airlines
experienced a 44 per cent growth in annual passenger neveraes from 2021
ta 2072

In 2024, the S brdssport indkustry & expeched 1o support 857 milkian
jobs globally, with a direct and indrect econamee impact of $1.5 trilon,
eoumralent 1o 4] i cenll of world GO

39
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Closing the mobile broadband coverage gap of 5 per cent remains a challenge

In most developing counires, mobile broadband (3G or above) ts the main
weiny = and often the only wary = to connect §o the Internat. Arcund 95 per
cent of the global populatssn now has 1kes foem of aocess. Bridging the
“Coverage gap” for (he remasneg 5 per cont poses sigeelicant challenges,
Since swipassing the 90 per oent mack i 2008, plobad 3G coverage s

increased by only 4 percentage points. In Oceania (excheding Austraka and
hew Zealand), the gap remaing substambiad at 31 per cenf, Sub-Saharan
Adrica has seen soma progress but still bxces a notable 17 per cerd gap,
especally in ceabral and western Africa. Miobile broadband nemars
inaccessille 16 18 per cend of peaple in the LDCs and LLDCe

Access to credit is vital for small enterprises, but only a small share can cbtain it

Seniall erdier prises ane the bickbone of soonamees warkthwids, provading
fab-oonod Eurilieg arsd ".i-l.iﬂﬂ-l:-l'lirl:ﬂ: liwedi ety SEvidd communiliss. Degpap
playing a preolad rode in chosing economic and social gaps, they face myriad
challenges in the allermath of the pandemic, incduding rising operationasl
cpenses due 10 inflalion o energy and transpoeiation and high interest

rates on lpans. Especially in lower -income nations, small enterprises bear the
brund of shocks due to thew greater vulnerability, Acoess To credit, cruciad for
Iheir sureval, remains diffeull. According to-suvey data fram 2006 to 2023,
only 169 por cert of srall-scale manitactuneg mdustoes & sulb-Saharas
Adreca received losns of knes of eredid, well below ihe globat inverage of 31
por cerrl Inclumive indusinal policies are mnperabive fof Batering (e eroetl
competAiveness and rediliers g of sl erterprides.

Peoperiaan of wrall-5eale diaiimes wilh 4 ban or e gl credit, THBE-D023
pergerlign )

Sarts b oy Mg

Eanlim il St L em Aidi
e therrn Al b gl Weeslpm Bilks
Cprdrad ara] Sputhim AL

1 wropr ared Morihain Brearics
Cipats'

Lilw Arrerics ieed B Cidiliberian

Wadk

=
= |
=
]
=
&

[ g bty Megmbypben arwd Mow J sl arel

Continued declines in CO, emissions intensity are not yet enough to cut global emissions

In 2023, global CO, emissions from enargy combustion and endustnal
processes increased by 11 per cend to an unprecedented 374 ggatons.
The rate rese ot @ dowes pace compared 1o L3 per cent in 2022 and was
sgralicaniily ovwer T (ke globial GOP growth rate of 3 per cend, This
deceieration can be afinbubed 10 the sipnilicant surge in cheln &nergy
technologees dince 2019 Coad wak the primary driver of emissions growth,
contrbuting over 65 per cent of the upkick in 2023

Emissaons per wnll of GIWF consistently decreased, dropping TLS per cend
frorn 020 kilggranes per dollar {puichading peraer parity) m 2015 ta 0.25
in 2021 I manudac g, emissions mvlermily deceated by 36 per cent,
although regionad daparn bes persisted. Progress in reduting emissions
mbersidty (o cut globad emissions averall has been snsulfcient. Developing
sirategies for low-Carbon energy and green manutaciuring calls fos
collaboration and approaches tailored 1o each cowntry's unigue strengths
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Medium- and high-tech industry demonstrate resilience despite global economic challenges

The propostion of medwm- and high-tech manufacturing value added in
totad value pdded rose from 46, 34 per cent i 2015 to 46,688 per cent in
2019, an pweddd trend skghily didrupted by the COVID- pandemic. The
crisis bighighled the restience of hgher-technakiqy industries, which
expernenosd only b marginal decline of Q67 percerage pomls in 2021

Stgrificant regeonal dispardies exist in shares of medasn- and hegh-<bech
rmusniifacturing. In Eastern and South-Eastern Assa, [he sector sccounted

for appronimalely 0.6 per cend of tolal marufacturing n 2007, whereas in
dub-Satsacan Adrica, it regreserded st 185 3 per cent Pricniizieg imdestments
in education and skifts development & crucial to expedite (be growth od
medium- and high-iech industnes by equipping the worklorte Lo compete
eftectively ina dynamic global manufacturing landscape
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Reduced inequalities

= Despiie the ecomomic deniplions of the pandemic, the global share o
people living on less than hald the medsan income has been declining
due to soriad assislance programimes, Howewer, workers' wages have nol
kepl pace with productivity, and labour's share of GDP has resiemed it
long-tarm decline

= A hestoric roveysal is iheeatening improvements @n mequahity among
coindrics. The economies of hall the soild's maosk sauilnerablo counlres
have been growing at slower rates than those of wealttry countries.

v Moee pecphs died on migration routes in 2023 then in ety ol b yar 0
record. The number of refugess worldwide reached 3 historic high

o Developmg countrses ane rob Lauly represented in indpenateanal aoonomic
dec ishon-making. Sirengthamnng their vaice and participation is crocial 1o
ensuring a e inchishee and equitsbls glabal economit system

Displaced people in Goma, Democratic Republic of the Congo. where
cwer 7 million people have been inlernally displaced.

+ Addeessing Ineguably bokh wilhin and among counbries necessilates
equable resource distribution, investment = education and skl
social profpclon messunis, £k bo stop daorimination, Lappor o
masrgiraliced groups, and inbernatsonal eooperalson for fair irade and
firanc @l syslems.

The proportion of people living below half the median income is falling globally

Since 2000, 1w thinds of couniried wilh data fuve redced the progarion
of their populalion lirgg on ety than hatl the median inoame. This trend
ocontinued during the pandemic. Data from 82 countries, representing 70
per cent of the world's populstion, indicato a slight decling in the proportion
of people Iving below half the median income post-2019 companed to
JNS=-3013, dropping from 128 fo 121 per cent, Progness has occurmed in all
regaons except Central and Southern Asia, whene the peeporton remains
redadivedy low at 9 per cenl. Social assistance programmes. padiculary in
ol ety Counviries, largsdy exprni reduced inedualiy dusing the pasndernic
Ladin Arterics and the Cavibbean hay begh el of wilhin-country inequality
wilh a1 least 18 per cent of the populstson lving on less than hall the median
nGame.

Progssrtion of pogealation Bving om biewd 1han hall the median income, 295217 and
post 2019 (percentage)
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Labour's share of GDP returns to a long-term decline as capital returns increase

Buackirgg & deorrmwiard Rrend poeng; back to the 1970s, the globual labsour sncame
share of GOP rode sharply duning {ke pandemic from 529 pes cent in 2009
o 51 E per cend in 2000 This incréese showld nal be misindespected ad o red
gain for workers. Dhusing this penod, global labowr income decrearied by 1.5
per Cent in 20, while global cutiput Toll even more, by 3 por cend. In 2021,
tha kabour incoma share of GO reswemaed its long-nun decling,

T Lo inoomée share of GOP droppéd rom 54, percent in 2004 106527
per.cent in 2021, representing a koss of 3568 {purchasing power parity} per
warker. This negative trend implics that rsing labour productsaty has not
fully trarslated into higher labous compensation, Eamings from woek ane
particudasly important bor kess well-of and vulrerable people, At the sars
tiene, relirns (o capdtal hive been rising. which can increasa mequality as
capitad income is concendraled among The afhuern.
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Half of the most vulnerable countries face a widening income gap with the wealthiest economies

Ft Ehe firsd b Ehit century, hald ol the 75 mosdd wilnedable couriries -
those elpible for | leruding from the Wardd Bard's Infernabsanal
Development Associatson (or IDA) - are expenenong & widening income
£ap with 1he wealthiest poonomies. A guarter of the global population -

19 billipn pecple = [he in D& countries, One in theee of these countries are
poater than befone the pandeme

Batweien 020 and 2024, ane in Pava [DW eounfnss had & bived sl
growdh in incomee e Capita than in the wealthy economies, the highesd
share since 2000 One in four people m IDA conntrees Iree on less than £2.15
aday, an extieme poverty rate that & mone than eight times 1be mean far the
nest of the world, Minety per cent of peopde facing hunger and malnutrition
v iy 1OWA, coumiries, half of which are im debit disbiess or af high risk of if

Share of 104 ceuniritd with GOF per cigsis gromth boveer Thins s Sy ietltad Sdariamies,
10- 2024 (pertentage)
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Developing countries remaln underrepresented in
international economic decision-making

Dinvedoping cowntries make up M4 per cent of Linited Hatiors General
Astembly Members but Pusve himfed wolce and parkicipation i inlernations
i i g Ifl.":il-:{lll'l-l'l"l-ﬂi.l'ﬂ. rdrm-Le Hling and povernance. A Ehe Wiorld
Bank's muin kerding anm, developrg countnes hold caly 33 per cent ol
voling nghts, for shorl of ther 75 per cent sham of 1he bank’s membership
&1 the Infernational Finanoe Comporalson, (ke Woeld Bank's privale sector

lendng anm, developing countries have unt over 32 per cent of voling rights

The |rarnatsonal Manstany Fumnd completed bwo geneis! reviesd of quobad
iy A0 angd 2023 weithoud Ay changes {6 Ehair disiribufion (whedh Relpt b
determine woting rightd), leaving develaping counthes wilh only 37 pér cenl
ol voling rights. Other inbemational financial mstitvlions, such as regional
developrment bandes, have not undertalen any voling rights relosms sinoe
2015 or anncunced plans 1o do 5o, The Fourth Inbemational Conference

gen Financing for Development in X025 peesents an opportunity fo address
these sharicomings and strengthen the legitmacy of globad governance
ArrANpements

Remittance costs have fallen but not enough;
digitalization could accelerate further decreases

Chver the: past decade, the cosl of remittances has falan significantly. The
globad average cost of sendhng $200 decreased from T4 per cent in 2016 to
BR8 per Cond @ 2023 This is 408 abaowe the 3 per cenl 500G 1argel, hovwever.
I 2023, e Faghedd costs for sending 5200 & remidiances wene in Ogeanid
el uding Auitralia and New Zealand) ard sub-Sahdran Alaca, at B.33 pes
cent and 736 per cent. respesciively, despile substantial progress in both

regions sinoe 20111

Cogital rerniblanes serviced coukd help ieach the tamgel lisber In 2023, the
plobad pverage cosl of dignsd remdLances was 4 Bd per oot ¢ompaned

ta 6 77 pees cond 1or non-digilad cash-baded rematLances. Degtal servioed
comprised 20 per cent of all services in 20073, To achieve the S0 farget,
sinkeholders could leverage digitafraton ta reduce costs, increase efficiency
and improve remitiance accessibdity. Regulaicrs need to addeess challenges
suich 2% limsted competition, high complance costs, account acoess bamers,
bransparency ssues, and how digaal and Bnancial literacy

2023 saw the highest number of refugees and was the deadliest year on record for migrants

By erd 2027, a record 374 million refygees undér the mandate ol the Unfed
Mations High Commissioner foe Refugees (UMHCR ) remsined {orcily
displaced from thee countries due to wae, conflict, persecution, human
rights vinlathons and everts seniously disturbing public order, The numiber of
refughees has ingreased yeac-oneyear for mone than a decade and doubled in
loss 1han seven years, oulpacing durable salutions. By 1k end af 2023, 451
ol evpry 100,000 pecple workdwite wesre refugess, mone than double the 213
per 100000 peaple at the end of 2015

I 2023, & ragic milestone atcurred as 4 became he deadlest yoar on
recowrd e magrants, with 8177 (ataiies documented. The rajority of

el ootuired on roales Leken by migracs albected by crsed Sirte 2015
gevied SO0 irwgrand deaths Rune been tecordid, althaugh dala dotlectsan
chablenges and bmited respondes mean [hal the actual number B ey meach
higher. The top courtries of ongm in terms of migrants losing ther bves

b active rmed condhicts. They nchade Adghansian, Elbiopia, Mysnmar
anid the Syrian Arab Reputdic. Safe and accessible migration pathwaays are
imperatrve a5 peope continue 10 ik their Bves oniregudas routes given
limsted alterratives.
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Countrees of onigin with the highest progartos of the population wha ane efagees,
2015 aad 2023 {Audiber of relugedd per 100, D00 peaple)
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Sustainable cities and
communities

= Ower hall the woeld's popelstion currently resides in cities, yet urban
arears confront myriad complen challenges. Globally, approamabely
one guarier of the urban population bves in slums, with the total slum
populaton reaching L billion i 2038 The lack of equitable acoess to
pulilec trarsportation is & significant concem. particulary in LDCs, where
ardy 4 & 10 indooduals have Oonvenient sicess

Whale air pollution leveds have declined in mast regions, they are still
sigricficanily higher than the recommended air gquality guideines fos
pudilic health peotection.

Onby 40 per cerd of city dwelers can easily reach open public spaces.
Betweeen JO00 and 2000, cities sprawbed up to 3.7 Limes faster than
they densilied, resulting in negatsae impacts on the natural ersironmend
and lard use

With urbarszation on the rese and nesdly 70 per Cent ol 1he global

i, weormae fille deimskimeg-water bodtles inthe sdlurms of lamabhed, the
captial of Paklsian

pogrlaten projected 1o resice in cities by 2050, the development of
cnticad infrasbruc e, sfondable hossing, el Irandpodt Syslerms and
pdfinfia] social servees i imperddnie 1o creble redbint and sudaniable
cfics thad mesl the neads of all

A deepening global slum crisis requires urgent action on housing, transportation and services

I 2022, 24.8 per cent of the wiban pogulation ved n slums o infonmel
seitiements. slightly kveer than 25 por cend in 2005 bul biggher than 24, 2 per
et im 20200 The tatal slum populsticn wis 112 Bllion in 2022, 130 million
rrare 1hae in 2015, marking a reversal from (ke cordistent decrams chierved
from 2000 bo 2020, The setback was msnly in Eastén and South-Exsben
Azla [irom 217 per cend im 202010 24 8 per cend in 2002 ) and sub-Saharan
Adreca (Froem 502 per cend in 2020 o 536 per cénl in 2022}

Chvter B5 per cent of all sluen dweliers in 2022 were in Eastern and South-
Eastern Aska {362 milkon), Centrad and Southern Asia (334 million) and sub-
Saharan Alrics (265 million). Frojactions sugge<t that sish-Saharan Africa
will experience [he most subatandial propostional incresse, with an estimated
eira 360 million sbum dwellers by 2030 i current trends persist. Ths
emphasims the wgent need tor a compeehémive approach bo addeessing

the housing orisis, including througph diverse housing options, while achieving
oquiable access to public transportation and essontial servdes.

PFroportian of global urban population Eyving in shems, 3020 and 3032 {percantage)
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High rates of unregulated urban sprawl pressure the environment and diminish quality of life

LivEuen SEranyl o8 characteriged By the prplannsd, |ovw-desriity, untonlog lad
wapanskon of uibhan aesy inbo previouily undeveloped neal or susurban
areys. Ths unregulabed grosdh has rsgative anpacts on the nalural
envimonment and land use, contriboting o increased air pollution and the
loss of open spaces, wildlile habitats and agricultural land. Citles spraeded
or gresw cutwards up bo 3.7 limes faster than Shey dernsified or grow upward
from 2000 to 2020, basod on recent data from 1,277 cithes in B85 countries

Giabally, from 2000 ba 2010, the average annual rate of sprimd reached 5.6
per ceril whida the anmus] dentdicdion rabe Lagged a1 1LAT per cont.’ The
spranad rale sSgily declined from 20010 be 2020 dnopping to 1.6 per cent
anrally. Yet the gap with 1he densdication rabe, estimated at 0.5% per cend
annualhy during the same penod, remained substantial Sustainable urban
develppmand a8 for mitigating the adverse mgacts of urban speawd and
achirwng 3 balsnced appeoach to urban growth.

I Theanmaal releof sprawd iocalcubated o Bhe ] rabeol chinge i ball-up areas ooftside Lrkan bogndanies o 2000 (hut witken M0 urben boordlaney) par oy, Tha

il rabe ol denathcation & celoulbied &5 [P annushsed et of CRangs v et

i dFras wilhen The J00< wr b biundirsss pes Cily
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Alr quality has improved but still falls short in terms of fully protecting public health

Each year, an estrmaded 4.2 milion peephe de cue 10 ambsent air
paillution. Globally, the population-weighted taposure to fna parliculate
mistter (PM, ) dropped ram 391 ppAn’ ia 2000-2004 80 357 pg/m'
20052019 a 9 per cord decling, Vel the level nermaing sapnificantly baghes
than the recommended s guably pudeline of 5 pg/m' for public heallih
probeclion Esstem and Souih-Eastem Asla markedly improved air gquality
in 2015-2019, after having the world's second-highesi F'M_..I conoenifradi o
m 20102014 Similar advances in Europe and MNosribern Amenca highfight
tha pesitive impacts of intematonal cooperaton and legistation, including
the Comvvendion on Long -Range Transbeundary Alr Pollution. By confrast,
air poliitson i sub-Saharan Alnca and Modihern Africa and Westem Asia
incheased foem 2010-2014 1o 2015-201%

Improved & gualdy monilonng has been instrumental in conlinming
regzonal successes and informing policy decissons. Between 20N and 2022,
mgboring Capacity workiwide grew sixlold, although 52 per cont of this
oxpansiph book place in high=- and mddie-inCome Couriries.

Five-year average populalmn weighled PM | coacentrations is urban sees,
201020114 and 20M5-2019 {micregrami por cubic melre)

Carm and Reathmn b S e 571
VimriFurn Afrw s sl Vaenlern diea EET m 04
Esactrrs. gpnd Setaath-Lawii oy A0 30N e Af N
Yo~ S g v a M= IE
Lt e g dnd Canbhesss 1% = EF
[ari ol Wi tSem Aoraera S e [0
Chigmma 5w B0
el F ¥ e 0l
o "

OHEINE @ N30T

Vibrant cities depend on open public spaces yet too few residents have ready access

Clper public spaces an urban aneas foster mclushae and vatrant cilses, Y
ondy 44 per cend of wiban residents have an apen public Space eamvweniently
locabed wilhin a A00-melre walk, scoanding 10 2020 data from 1,365 citles
aoross 187 coundries. This lack ol access daproportionalely impacls people
in the LOCs, where less than 30 per cent ol wrban dweellers con comeersenly
access open publc spaces. Comersely, high-income regions such as
Avistrala and New Zealand as well as Europe and Northorn Aumerica have
mrrich greater afes of actess, with 60 to 70 per cent of urban inhabitants
Irvir e pubhic apen spaces. The data underscore a pervassye global
challenge, Without concered etfoets, the mugceily of wban populstions will
strugie b a0cess viksl amenitees, partcularly the most vulnerable residents.

Proparbon of wian popsla b with convwerdent aocess 1o open public spaces,
wiithim & 400-meine waliing datance D20 {percomiage)
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Public transit remains out of easy reach for 40 per cent of urban residents worldwide

Ersuring eoustable access bo public ranspartalion belpd to reduce eod
intetunty, badsl atonomies. fmpower women, and codnect pecdle (o

by heaith, education and financial senaces, especially sulnerable wrban
populations. et many cities worldwide lack adequate urban transt
infragiructure, vy & in 10 wrban residents have conversent acoess to public
trarsi, basod on data collected in 2023 from 2039 citles in 188 countries
The shortlfall bs pauticularky prodiematic i the LDCs, wheoe less than 4 in

10 urban residents have accessible public trarsgartation aplbads, comparsd
ta 8 in 10 =n mane sl luend rignnd AL celeraad el s Jei nasicked (o
eiersd public tramiil services 1o the most mangnalied cormmunilbies, both
in developing regions and impovenished urban neighbourboods. in developed
courdriey. This olfort is estaniial bo Tomber incl st ive weban devwelapmaent and
improwe the lvelihoods af the urban poor.
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TRare of popul stlen with comveniend ascess ks public raniportation in urban areas,
2023 {percentage)
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~-—i-4 Responsible
m consumption and
production

= Couantries have madé strides in méstting oblgations under imtemational
enyironmental agreements on haraedouss waste and other chemicals
and implementang comrguehensse approaches to combat eraronmental
degradation. Patterms of wrsustainable consumption and production
persist, howewer, In 2022, global food warste reached 1.05 Blion matnic
tens, il ahly 9 of 193 courdries included Tood wasie i (hes nationally
diedprmired conlnbulons (MDCA ) on cliratp Change acuens. The ragsd
Ercrevil al global e dd e résilened [angely urisddr it ed. wilk anly 22 per
tenl collected and managed susiainably.

¢ Wl clowmeEshel A DN CONSIMIPEDN NG MAabEal oo bpras oonk e
10 &epuand. froweiF rales b Shonwmd H:-I'.'.Ii:ill'l-.ﬂ drspardies undersoone tha
need for farpeied leseenbmons hated dnvaramg dariemiglan palierns
and ervaronmmenial snpacts

= Acherving Goal 12 nequings festonng circular econpnry modelks,
sustainable producten practices and resporsible consumption These

M yowng man in Ghana buems scrap efectrical cables bo recover copper
altes migraing from his village (o Acora te sngape is e-wadte work,

appeOas s Can 1ok pilvantage Ol opportumibies at ensry stage of

o 1Hom R rediet e resouics and ool husl uie dais snndsalsan,
consere frdrpy and mibgale emsiand. Progreds linpsly depends on
robust regulatony Triomesorks, fndncisl incentnees and public awvareness
CETRAENS

The world wastes 1.05 billion metric tons of food even as hundreds of millions face hunger

In 2021, 13.2 per cerd af lood produced globally was lost slter harvest and
dumirgg transport, storage, wholesale snd processing. An aldrming 19 per cent
of all food at the retad or consumpbion stage was wasted in 2022, totalling
1.0 hdllon mastrie tore of all food sesidable bo consumers. Mot food wasle
poourred in howseholds. (60 per cenl); sach person wasted an avwrage of 79
kdagrams annyally, more than tho weight of the average person. Globally,
anestimated | EBallicn meals of edible Tood ane wasted every day. eguivalent
1o 1.3 rmeapls pier person impacied Dy hovgper g iy, Coevshdaneyg hal 7183
radlice peopde facad Pinger i 2022

Dusti saigpee<] that bousehold fod wadle varies by just T kiligrams per
CoplE @uarly waar BEeods Peg-anomed Gper -madd lp-anoms 3o e -
rracddle-mcarne counines. Holler countret tend o hive Regher washe per
capila, podsibly due b incneided condurmplian of fresth food with wsdhalamial
inedible parts and inadequate refngeration. Further, each year, food loss and
waste genorale 8 1o 1 per cent of greenhoxrse gas emassions, costing over
£1 trilliom pnd strasreng Lend resowces and biodrersity. A% the same lime,

a5 ol 2072, cnly 9 of 193 coundries had inchuded food wasie in their NDCs,
revealing 8 sigrelicant gap in cormectiog thes sssue with chimute action and
the objectie of haking food waste and reducing losses by 2030

High rates of consumption and Insufficient reuse or recycling are producing vast plles of e-waste

Lincontrolled disposal of electronic and electical equipment Fuels v
gwaste slockples, sxacerbated by nising consumptenn, short product life
cychers and litthe repair, E-waste generation rose trom 6.3 to 7.8 kilograms
por capda from 2015 bo 2022 reaching b total of 62 millian metric fons of
e wwasie in 2022 Only 17 kilograma- per capila was codected and managed
i i errairorenendally sound manner. High-income oountnéd achieved
cofleciiEn rales ol ovest A0 per cent el mosk s-wasle was inadegualely
recycled or exporied ko lwer-income countries where management
infrasdruciire is mot deseloped, madeguate or absent. In Central and
Smithern Asia, Latin America and the Carthbean and subi-Saharan Alvica,
codlection rates aee below 5 pr cent. Inappropriate management by the
indpronal secior resulls in ervirpremental pollution and health hazands Tos
WO RS A COFTHTRIMeE s,

By 2030, e-waste genesation s prosscted to sncrewse to 10 kilograms per
capitn per year (or B2 mullion metnic tons an todal), IF all countres boost 1bee
collecton rates fo 60 por cend, 54 mellion metr tons of e-warste would be
ranaged in an ervironmend ally sound mannes with 30 e metnc tons of
e lad resoures viably recovened. This would atso prevent 34,000 kilograms
ol mercury emessasns and 209 million metnc 1ond ol E'I:I:,-Eﬂui'lrﬁﬂl
Ernigaond i 2030,

45

E-matle generation and envieormentally sound e-winde muanagemest, 2042027
and F23-3000 peoject fony (hilograen per capilal
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More countries and companies are stepping up to report on sustainability measures

From 2009 (o 2023, 62 Member States and B Eoropean Union repored SHe
policy emstrurnents bo aicelerale the trarditson 1o sustamsble consumphan
and produc tion patberrs. Half {he polices are national road maps or
wrategies; 30 per cend ang legal inslruments; and 3 per cent ane voluntary
instruments. New policees in 2023 integrated sustalnable consumption and
production patiorns o hegh-impadt sectors. The Philippees sought to
promobo responsible mining and erthang e comgiance wikh ersdranmentsl
Lireys, lor instance. The Unted SEates planmed to iransiorm &< foad system
for broader benielits. Ausiradia's YWaber Elliciency Labelng snd Stendacd
Scheme initiated eforts Lo reduce water demand and sncourspe ellicient

International stancand setiers hive developed suastamabilly reporting
siandarchs o bath (ke public and privaie weciors. While 1k nepresents
persitive progress. chalenges persil gven & lack ol wntevoperabibty and
inoondiency i nabonal reporling reguifements. In A020-2022, 73 por
ol of varmpled cornpanies puldished suikamabsdity resporty, braple Ehe
share in 70, with growth in all regions. Repoing is more Sommian on
erwionmental (water, pmissions and energy efliciency) and govermance
Lgender diversify, boand meetings. beibery and coeruption) dimensions than
o secial ones (human rghts, heatth and satety, diversity and cpporiunty}
The number of stock dechanges ssth wrilten gusdancs cn emarnenmental,

sacial and governance repodting continues 1o grow, tram dewer than 104
decade agd bo 69 in 20022,

Polcy instruments aimed 21 supparting the shidt to sustaimable Conuempbon aed
producbios, by fype, 20093023 { percentage)
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Global material consumption growth slows but regional disparities persist

Comestic matedtal consumptaon measunes mateniads dinectly used wiithin an
L0, INCHRSEE Torse that sné extead ted snid imaported bud without those
1Ml are exporied. Fram 2000 1o 2022, domestic malerial consumginn
gresy by 60 par cenl, from 56.6 bilioo metne tons 10 96,0 billion metme
1ons. The compousd annusl growth rdle dosed, however, [rom 3.9 pes cent
in 2003-2012 to 0.8 per cent in 2013-2022 The global material lootpemt,
representing raw mateiah extracted to meet inal corsumption demands
increasoed by T per cent from 57,4 Bffion matnc tona &0 2000 ta 98.0 Bflion
maetric fors in MO0, Hs compound annieal growth rate declingd froem 3.9
par Cord by A0 -002 1o OUF per cent in 2013-2002. Structurad shifts m the
Campoddion al the mitecsd Bolpeint sbem from escalating relurte cn non-
mmeelalhic minerals and the deninishing reladive smpact of beomass

In regions whone the material foolpeing excoods domestic material
Consumgton, the latler decelerales fasior, nodably in Eastern and South-
Eastern Asia, Curope and Nosthern Amenca, and Northenn Afnca and
Westermn Asia. in These negons, the compound anrual growth rate of 1he
mmudieriad Sootpeint dechned frorm 3.7 per cenl bo. 0.8 per cenl Brorm 2003-2012
10 2013-2002 while 1he domedsdic materisl cormsurnplion rabe dropped trom
31910 05 per cend. In tegions where the mslenal Soodprind i lower Than
domestic material comsuemplion. including Centrad and Southern Asla, Latin
America ard the Canbbean, sub-5aharan fdrica and Coeania, the compound
annuad growth rate decreased fom 4.5 10 1.3 per cent for the foemer and
from 3.8 to L4 par cent for the latter from 2003-2002 to SN2-022

A vidnmng regaanal gap botasen 1he hwo nchcabors sgndies varyng
EvUOn el pressuee rom maenial Cormume]

Compound anmus growlhrabe of matenial foolprink and Someitic malemal
comumptige, J003-2012 and F3-3022 {percenitage )
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Monitoring tourism in line with sustainable development is progressing yet more is needed

Matinal monitoreng based on the Toursm Satele Accounts and the
Sysbesmy of Emveronrrenial Econdmic Accounts peovides & pood indscabeon

ol & couniry’s capadity 1o maauine the sconamee and ervinronmeandal
sustasnabildy of towtam ln 2OV 8 redond 99 tountrees uded ol least ane
table under 1he accaurts for evalusing key toumem susianabilty indicalors.
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A suibseaquent decling in use fram 2020 to 2027 was Boaly due to a nalural
Lag in dimla peoduction, While giobal monilaring capanifies. Fuse impreeed
acrods all regions smee 2008, inmost, less than S0 per cerd of Countres can
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http://www.saoicmai.in/

13 i

@ Climate action

= Climate reconds wene shattered in 2023 as (he chmato coiss aooeiesated
in ngad bime. Resing besmperafures hive not abated ard giohal greenhouse
gas emissions continue o chmb, Communites worldwade are subloring
froem exinemme weather and increasingdy lreguent and mone inlerss
disstbers, destroying Ives and livelihoods daily. Mesrehile, foasil foel
sutradiey lit & recond high

= The global comemunity faces a critical pancture. A% countries mus
urgEntly speed upreconerm-wide, low-carbon (ransiormatons to
avoid escalaling ecanomic and sotial coals. The upcaming 2025 cycle
of nationalty determened contributions (MDCS) presents a chance for
ambiious climaie action plans that drive scongmed and social progress.
These musi have incres<ed ambition (o close implemenlalion gaos,
oo entine economees and all preenbouse gases, and align with (he

target of limdting global temperature rise bo no more than L5%C

Young climate activists stand on an artificial beach in Malé. Maldives,
Fighdighting messages wrging climabe acticn,

+  The read map to halting warmeng 8 1.5°C and avolding the worst ol
ehrrabe chsdd is cloar bl cannot alfond any delays o hall messunes.
Crrazhe reductions in giobal greerthouse gas ermistions mudd (e place
try 2030 and réach red devt by 2050

Highest-ever greenhouse gas emissions reveal a glabal failure to meet climate goals

In 2022, global greenhouse gas emissions reached a new record o 534
gigalons of I:I]l.equil.'.;l.“i:-nl. atcoedling 10 fhe Linited Mations Enviranment
Programme's Emessipns Gop Beport 2023, Abput two thinds of emessons
comgprsed CO. from fossil fusd combustion and industrial processes. Except
brarcsporfakion, eressions froem all mage seciors have rebounded since e
pandermic and now excecd 2019 lvels. The energy sector, responsabbe for
B6 per cent of globad CO. emessions, remaing the largest contributor, driven
by the expansson ol coal- and gas-ired power peneralion. Gavemments plan
ba pradute anursd VIO pes cenk rmacsre: [asdd fuels by 2030 (han would be
conssbent with hrmating warming 1o 1.5%C.

Keseping wiairmeeg 10 1.5 calls for & 42 per cen reduction in greenhouse gas
grfaidsond by SO0, reduedirgs 3 3.7 pad genl ansvual declse For a 24 Erml,
i 28 per cerd drop By 2030 8 necessary ar & 53 per cerl anrual decrease,
The anly comparabile Lall was by 4.7 per cent during the pandemic from 2019
b 2030

Cusrent natednal policees set the world on track for warming of 3°C. NDCs
ket Ehis 10 2570, while all red-pero pledpes woulkd ol wanrming at 250
Alihough 1hese pladipss ste highty undsiain Thére i§ curmently anly 314
pert cenl chande of briteng waeming bo L5°C_ indersooring the irpency af
immediaste, acceleraled action to significantly cut emissions this decade

Total net anthropogenic greenhouss gas emiiistas, 1950-2022
(gigatons of CO equivalenth
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Reaching the $100 billion climate finance goal is a milestone yet trillions are needed for national action

plans

Clmuate fiance 15 crncial i backrg ghobal miligatson and adagtation

alfans. Developed countrees camemitied 1o mabsliize $100 bilcn annually

in chirmate linance o dieviloping coontried by 200 and (heough 2025 The
Organisstion for Econamic Co-aperatian and Development {OECD) reporis
that the commitment was meet foe the Tirsd time in 202532, Chmate finance
encregsed by 30 peer cient from 2021 to eeach $115.59 bilkon n 2022, with &0
per cent of the iofal aSacaied to mitigation, Total adaptation fnance rose 10
$32 4 billion froem $1001 Bellion in 2085, The 2001 Glspow Climate Pact uiged
developed ratlens to-doublo adaptatson finance b developeng countries from

47

209 hevols by 2025, Based on QECD figures, by 2022, doveloped couniries
wede approximalely hathway towands meeting b goal

Negotations ang under way Lo pstablch a new cimabe finance goal from
2025 orwards, starting from a foce of 5500 bilkon annually. and taking info
accoant develaping couniries needs and pricdifies. The Ursted Matons
Frammewenk Corvention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) estimates that rearly
$65 iriflion s neaded for deselopeng countres’ climale actson plans by 2030,
undersconng the need 1o masavely cale up nsnce
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Another broken record - 2023 was the warmest year yet

The world contrues (o shalfer iemperature records. The World
Meteorological Organization (WMO) confurned that 2033 was 1he hotlest
pear on record, with globial sverage temperatunes soanng 1o approcmatoly
145°C abowe pro-industrial levels. Tho 10 warmest yeaes o tha 1704 years
wilh reconds hune all oogunned dursng the Gst decade. Extinemss woather
everis, mcluding heatwaves, magore Noods. droughts, wildfees and iropics
cychores, have disrigpled the lives o milhons ol people and caused ilons ol
dollars i edonomsc loties

Ag ol Jung 2023, 2 WO chmate update undarscored an 80 por cent
Wkglihcod of a8 least one vear lemporarily exceading 1.5°C from 2024 1o
2028, In A5, the peobabibty lor such a femparatune spile was neac 2eno.
Thi ghobal rmedn near-surface lemperature for each yeie from 2024 ta 2028
it predicted 1o be 11°C (o 19°C higher than (he 1850 -1900 bassline. Al laast
ione o e resd (e yesrs el lioehy seinpads 2027 g bhe wwammest on record.

G| annial mean temmerale folullive te pre- i ndusirisd levels dFES0 -0
averagel, 13502023 (degrees Cedsiut)
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Fossil fuel subsidies hit a historic high globally in 2022, exceeding $1.5 trillion

Fossil fued subsidies reached a recond hegh of 3053 4rillion in 2022, driven

by Fising enorgy prces post-pandemnic and the mpadt of the Russlan
Fedevatsnn s invasica of Ukrame, which disnspbed global energy markels.

The incroate widened the s babwaan Eongiorsd peicad ared SeRisl enespy
il pf-l!lr!l'lﬂli'nﬂ r"l.l!-rrj'ﬂ.‘]'l'l"r'!'rl!r'luﬁlifl-'.rd-lj.lt't Lupeort redduned 1S
sheedd indusiries and populaticns Brom infldion. Public funds thoring up

ihe production and corsumption of oil. coal and gas mone than doubled
belween 2021 and 2022 and more Than tripled brom their 2015 lewels,
reversing progress made batween 2003 and 2000 ard hindering the net-rer
iranign

All regpoms saw higher subsidees between 2021 and 2022, with the Faghest

in Eurape and Moethern Admervica {3455 bilkon), followed by Moethern

Africa and YWesiern Ak (33T bllion) and Cendral and Scudbesm Asla

{£322 billion). By artfially lowonng fossil Tuel prices, subsidies karm the
compelitiveness of cleaner enorgy sowces and hinder the kiw-Carbon
franssdicn. They siren naticnal budgets. especially in cowntries iscing

fiscal constraints and high debd levels. Although itended to ald vulnerable
households, swbsadies offen dsproporisonately benplit wealihier poogle. who

CONSLETE MO energy 1haen leeser-income hiuseholds, as well as carbon:
wilders i cormpaenies. Despdde numeraus nabanal, regiomal and global pledges
10 phate oot fossil fuel subsadies, data shor minimal aCtion

Ghabal estimats of a4l Tusl subsidies. 2000 2022 (bilioes of delland
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As disasters become more probable, better preparedness has lowered mortality rates

Accorting §o the WO, recorded disasbors moeased fivofold over the past
S0 yoars, driven partly by humaninduced climate change. The rurmiber

of persors. alfeciod by dsasiens per 100000 populsiion rese from 1569
{A005-200) 101980 (F013-20220, a 69 per cent increase, bs reporied by
the Sends Framework Mordior. The iolal affecied populadion overaged 133
mallion people anmually from 2005 10 2022, up from 29 milion snnually Inom
2005 to 2004, |f cuerent trends cantimue, it is projected that 560 medium- ta
larpe-scale drsaster events could oocur annually by 2030, an average of 15
pet dhapy

If LD, the drisster-atected populaton per 100,000 pedple w8 20 port oent
higher than the global average, and the mortabty rate s V20 per cerd highes
This illusirates that the catastrophic mpact of dsasiers is much greaber in
thess counlries.
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Impegved prepancdness. including easly waming systems and ovacuation
measLees, have sgndicantly reduced dsasier mortality in recent years
Ciobal disaster mortally per W0.000 populatkon dengned by 49 per cend,
fren L2 i 2005200040 ko OB iy 2003- 2022 Cexciuding COVID-S relabed
Cardesd, This randised o a0 verkpe annudl morlahty ol 42,553 people
between 2013 and 2022 8 one-Lhing det reass from he annus average in
JUOS-2014, Mational laag-term sk reduction straegies aod pland, reporied
by 129 countries (e establnhment of eflective muite-hazard early warning
wyaterns, reported by 104 counknies; and comprehemsive ressience plans ane
kry to minimizing disaster impacts on peopde and economies.
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Life below water

*  Ooeans bace significant chalenpes rom eutmophication, warkening
atsdification, declining figh stocks, nwing temperatures and widespread
polhdion. Adl these facioes desiroy habitats, diminish baodiversity and
threaten coastad commanitses and the health of manine ecosysiems, vital
ba over 3 tillion people

*  EHaoris 1o saddreds these mownling concerns remain uneven. Key actions
inchide implementng sustamable fishing practices, expanding miarine
protecied arcas to saleguard bey biodiversily areas, increasing capacibes
b o ocean beath ard addressing the polludion that =& choking
(L e L 1T 8

= Compreberdive giobal action is undes way, yet it must sccelerale
Prionlies nclude ensuning thal the Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies
pnbers mto force a5 soo0n o5 possible; increasing partsoipation in the
Agreernond on Port State Measises 1o combat dlegal, unreported and

& proup of bleached corals im @ reef in Indonesia. Record high ocean
femperaiures have triggered a fourih globad corsl bleaching eweat

urrepudaled Ishing adopbeng & glabal plastic podlution Insirenend; knd
piduireg (Ml B Sgreseniand am Manke Bodivorsily of Asedd Govhid
Bahonal Jusiddichan enbers @bt lante a4 Sodn il peiisitde 10 aftons the
Lane-Eenm Realih and suslsnability of ooesen

Overfishing, pollution, climate change and poor management drive continued declines in fish stocks

The siLsnatilily of glabal fibery revountes dechnad [rom 900 per cenl

in YA b GG per cnl in 2019 and further fo 2.3 pes cent 5 2020, due ko
tvertishing, pollution, pocr management and okher factors. Fish stocks within
biotogatally sustamable leveld however, comprised seound 769 per cenl

of gichal marine fish landings in 2021 Averaging BD million tons annually,
global marine fish Bndings hove remussned redatively slable since 1995

Trends in 2021 for mapar Fahirgg regocs vary greally, trom 33 per cend to

Ed per cent of fsh ddocks a8 sustainable leve®s {urderhished and maaimaly
statainably ished). The Southesst Pacidic had the highest percentage of
werished stocks at 647 per cerd, foflowed by the Mediterranpan and Black

Soa at 2.5 per cent. the Morthvaest Pacilic 1 56 per cent and 1he Eastern

Fropartion of Frih slecks withm biglogically sevlainabls and biglege alty
unas sbainable bepely, 19T - 2001 Cporcentage)
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Condral Allantic #1 513 pad cont. b conteast, the Eastern Cemral Pacifaz,
Morihepst Ablanie. Morihaast Pacdic snd SouiFreest Pacifee had (ke lowest
proporlions of dvirfethed shacks, fargrd; from 16 10 24 pes cenl

Chvesrliskueng Ca0 harm baodiversily, ecosysiems and fsberies produttion, and
HPE0ss. dwerse socanl and economic costs, EMective fiskwenes managemend
Can pottly ety |Pete piecis Uil |hey a0e dr ven By dnodrfathireg and

ol factors such as habslat degradabsan, pollution of climabe change) and
iead to optimad stock leveds while supporting global food securfty and
cardal comynunitied. The orgoing albéil deceSsrated dechng in biodogicatly
wrtainable lish Yocks worldwide underwoones {he need for enhanced
regulsiony frameworks and efficient mondoring systems

Proportion of i itocks mitkn Beslogially sustimabile limech, by marme regeee,
2004 and X121 {parcontage)
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Sustainable fisheries' contribution to GDP dropped worldwide yet several reglons saw positive trends

Thetr vahuy added of fsheries and aqaculture rose by ¥ per cent from 219
1o 2021 The condrbution of sistanablo Tishenes to GOP declingd 5.4 per
cerl in 2071, hermever, malnly due 1o the exparsion of alher econnmic
sectons and the declining sustainabifity of several lish stocks in some
regiorrs. This marks & second corsecutive deop lollowing & briel peviod ol
groaith feorm 2015 to 2007, Becovery from COVED-19 diruptions has been
chalerging, with the induntry facing volatile demand and rising costs

Lervural couririos that depond beavily on fisheries for livebhoods and food
security, howevies, hurve sedn positive deviloprnents. In sub-Saharsn Alrica,
ihe contribulion of Lustainable fisheries S0 GOP climbed {ram 038 per cont
N 2019 1o 042 per cent 2021, Small Bland deveioping Stales have tamilarfy
shown prominiing groseth, from 046 per cent of GOP in 2019 fo (.51 per
cend in 2021, Pacific small sland developing States, which rank among the
countries most dependend on fisheries globally, increased ther shaee from
154 per cort of GDP in 2079 to 163 per cont e 2021, Thes rise underscones
e safoe's pobential (0 divey eoonamas desslopmant, Sustainng eoongm
errickends from lisheres, however, regunes judticus fidh stock management
pdctaes Uk preverd dverexploitMion and deplelon

Susialmatle flshertes 33 2 proportion of GOE 2015 -20021 {percestage)
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Glabal agreements could renew momentum to protect key biodiversity areas in the oceans

A of May 2024, there are 18200 musnre profeched oneds and 195 olber
elfective, area-based conservabion meatues' covering over 29 millan
squane Kilomelres or 812 per cem of 1he odesn. This represents & more
than lenfold increase in marine protecied area coverage since 2000,
largedy diae 1o the estabfishment of very large areas eceeding 100,000
squirg ilometres. Progress has stalled sence 2020, howservee. Reacheng the
10 por cerd 500G targot by 2030 calls lor effectividy managing impotand
sibps covering an rverage addtionad 113 milkon squane kKilomaetes of ccean
each pear, Renevwad momenbim bor imasine conservalion & expecied from
plobad agrepments. The Kunmeng -Monireal Global Biodoversity Framework
porrimits to eulablishing profeched sreas 1o saleguard sreas of parisuls
imparlance tor biodreersity, atdding up bo cower 30 per cent ol oceans by
2050 Additisnally, the Agzeément on Naeine Biadiversity of Areas Beyond
MNaticnal Jurisdiciion  aims to protect marne biodiversity in ifernational
winters and seabed, Adequato management ol suach protected ancas will be
crutial bo reafize conservation benefits

Narine designations should be strategicaly locabed 1o saleguand key
biodwersty aregs, Since 2000, average prolected area coverage of marine
key baodiversity areas has nearly doubled, but growth has stagnated since
A0S, Froen 2000 to 2015, Oceanda (excluding Austraka and New Zealand)
saw o staggering £55 per cont ingrease in koy biodiversity arca coveraga,
followed by MNorthern Africa and Westem Asia (128 per cent) and sid-
Saharon Adrica (86 per centh. Sinoe 2015, sub-Saharan Alrad has bed with an

16 per cont worease, folloveed by Marihern Alrica and \Weitern Aua

(10 per et Less than 30 per cont of masine kiey biodmersity deeas in
Ooeania {excluderg Ausbralia and Mew Zesibnd], Central ard Southerm Asia,
and Morthern Afncs and Western Asia ste probecied, Raeesrer, highlighiing a
cntical eed {or action within the next 4ix pesrs

Mean praporbon of sach maring key bigdivendly area coverad by protected areas,
JO00, 201% gnd JC2Y {percanbageld
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Record-high ocean temperatures have triggered a fourth global coral bleaching event

Rising ocean temperatures ane raisang new conoesms [or coral reefs, which
support a quartes of maring species, provide resouces for hundreds of
millions of people in coastal communities and generale trillions of dollars

i revenue annually, Acconding bo the Workd Maeteorological Qrganization,
a5 of Apeil 2024, sea suirface femperatunes had reached recond highs for 13
conseculive monthg In 223, ocean heat conlent soared 1o s haghest level
i 65 years over 90 par cent of the ooean expenenred heabada Condlions
&1 same point during the year. The National Oceane ard Abmaspher
Admireslration confurma the world is currently expenensting s haurth ghabal
corl Ieaching ewent, the second in o decade. Bleaching has beén obasrved

n 53 counfiries and lerrdones, incleding thoughout the bropics, (e Great
Barrier Reed, large parts of the South Pacilic, and the Adfartic and Indisn
poesn basire

Ak aceans cond irus 1o wiant armid rsing global lemperatures, (b eguency
and Leverity of coryl bleaching will Bkely ingrease. The Interpovemimesdal
Panel on Climate Change wanns that up bo 90 per cent ol corals could be lost
by 2050 at 15°C of warming and up ta 99 per cent at 29C. The surveral of
cordl reeds is vikal for ooean health and humanity's well-being

I These mediures provsis sustamed, poadive cormorvalion culdomes-even d Pay dre mardped promanily Tor alher puinpeses
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Life on land

= Global trends underscore persisierd challenges (o biodiversity and
foresis, despide their critical mobes as plnetary lile-support syntems
Gicbal forest area cordinues to decling, prienarily dus to agricultural
capanson, desprie rotable progress in sustaerable fomst management
Afarmingly, species are silently becoming estincl, the protection of key
hiodreruly aeas has stalled arel global it wddbie tralfcking has
skeadly incressed, posing sermdus Ehreals 1o bisdivesity sed 1he Bemals
il privides 10 people.

= ERorts are under wary (o tackle these challenges, with cousiries
advancing imgrementation of access and benefit-shaneg enstruments
and irdegrating Bepdiversity values mio national accouriing syshemrs.
There's also & growing ghobal comenitrssnl ko biodoersty consesyalion,
redlected in incrersed lunding and the adaption af The Kunming.-
Maontreal Glabal Biodiver iy Framestnk.

= LUrgerd aclicn s imperatnve, Addepssing pretong srmaronmendal
Chalienpes ard hee underhysg Orners 30 inbelQoanections -

A natiorad park manaper wirveys Eree nursery saplings in s desert
ara of central Saudi Arabiz that is bedng regreened o combat land
degradation, desertifscation amd droaght.

including clirate change, bodnersty loss, pollution, desenification
and dedpeact atinn - derunds imlerdifed, pcoeberabed olfaris, and A
compreEhensave and irlégrabed appeodch at bacal nations and giobal
beyiad s,

Reducing deforestation depends on improving food security, income and land rights

Beetwepeen 2000 and 2030, the propartion of forest cover decreased from
319 to 31.2 per cent of 1odal land area, resulting = net fonest area losses ol
ngarty 100 milkon hectaes. Agriculiural gxpansion deove almost 90 per cent
of giohol deforestation; cropland accounted for 496 per cent and Bvesiock
graring for 38.5 per cent, Globaly, small-scals Larming caused 68 percent
of agriculture-draven deloresiation, while Larnge-scaie fasming contributed Lo
32 peer cend. In Alrica, small-scale larmeng was respongibde for 97 per cent

of sgriculture-drnen delorestation Forest letoes due o large-scale larmang
wene Fighedl in South Amenca at 48 per cent (mainly Brioed o Ivestock

#ain deivers of global delorestation, I000-2008 {percentage]
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grazirg), folicesed by Asia a1 38 per cend (primarily due 1o large-scale orop
production, pastioularky for ol palm plantations).

These Endings suagpest (s sfarls to reduce delorestation must tackle
produclion Sysiem wesknetdss while sddresting crifical needs such a5 lood
wefurity, intome and land tenure righls e local comemuniles. Siemming

deforestalion alio dernands a comprehensnve approach blending reguiatory
meanFes, marked dncenbees and dlakeholder collaboration o promale
sustpinable land management and presene forest ecosystems

Share of reghona agriculbure-drives def orestation assodialed with lrge-scale
snd sreubl-rrale livestock and cropland, M -2010 (percentaped
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Risks to species continue to escalate globally

Global biodbversity {aces ongoing thieats, evidenced By a 12 per cenl
desersdration im the Red List index botween 1993 and 2024, Over 44 000
specaes, of 26 pi cenk ol almost 160000 asinssed species, one cuirently
thuestered. They mcsode 7O per oent of oycscs and 47 per e of
amphiblares, The Ratter ace parbcularly impactied by climate change, habitat
conversion and invashve fungal disease. For example, Buckleys glaas frog.
astessed a5 Crtically Endangered and found only in the Ecuadorian Andies
faces ingroased extinction risk due to habitat loss trom cxpanding agriculiue
and livestock grazing, fungal disease and clmate change, Reglonally, severe
bindiverndy declings across all species growps are evident in Cenlral and
Soult i Asia a5 well as in Eastern and Seuilh- Eastern Asia. Slopping

the ongetng decking in beodiversity is an urgent race agaenst lime, making
pooeterabed consenvaton efforts impertive 1o saleguord the ireplaceabie
and irfricaie wob o Bfe on ke plansl

Red Lt Index of speciet survival, Y993 and 2024
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The share of illegally traded wildlife has been on the rise since 2017 peaking during the COVID-19

pandemic

Blegal widiife trade pevssis worldwide despite two decades of comcerled
gt al inbeindt o and ndlional levels and poses a signilcant 1heaal

to global hiodversity, endangening a wide range of terrestirial and marine
species. [legal trade has alfected drpund o OO0 plang and animal specessin
162 countres and territones tnom 2015 to 202, Ths exploftation popardizes
bhe sundval of species and undermnes ecosysiem functions, especially when
compounded by other pressumes., such as habetat loss and climate change

Reten] estanates indstate thal the inbercepted illepal wildiife trade as

a proportion of all waldide trade (legal and illegal) has been on the nse

since 2017 peaking dunirg the COVID-19 pandemic. Wildiie seizures
compeised over 19 and 14 per cent of global wildie trade in 220 and
L0217, respoctiwely. Trends lkoly reflect a disperoportionate roduction in legal
Erade during the pandema: andd 2 increase n enforcement eflorts for certaen
wildlile commodties. For mstance. moee wildide seipunts wede piimariy
astributed 1o mew regulaticns tacgetng highevakee Umbed gpeces from South
St d, slongide inbeEndfed enlfacemant SOtions

Troesd i the proporiicn of wik¥ife frade reperesenbed By wildiile saineres, 200- 2037
{ percestage)
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Detrimental land cover changes are impacting mountain ecosystems

Between 2015 ard 20F9, o1 least 100 million hectanes ol productive land
were cisprashid snmeally, adversely impactg grobal food and waker setumty.
Thit désradation, driven by change in land wuse and coverage, sigrulicantly
corfribubes bo biodiversity loss including in Fragile moontain ecosysberm
The widespread transformation of mourdain coosystems is due o vanous
natusr and hurnan-induced Ractors, such as climata change. natuenl
hazands, unplannad agrculiure and urbanization, tember exdraction and
recreation Globadly, ordy about aihied of mountan ey Beadneesily amas aen
Ealapnadrded By peolacied aness o ol b e pctive srea-based conservation
gt R LT B

Global data from 2000 to 2018 indicato that degradation atfects about
16 per cont of the workd's mountaingus ameas. The highest proportion of
cegrached maintaen Lared &5 i the alpine areas of Europe and MNorthem
Amenica (229 per cent), [oliinesd try the montane aness ol Cantral and
Sathern Asi (222 per cerl) and the lisves prownlain beits of Eastesn
i South-Eastern Asia (217 pér cenl). Moundain ecosyilem degradation
threatens downs bream waler prorisaon, through neduced glacial coverage,
as wedl as biodieersity and alher ecosystern services, therehy undermining
etiorts Lo protect temesirial and treshrater eoosyslems. Fuitbermore,
diminished foerst and vegetation coverage increase <0 eroson, heghtening
thar resk ol dowrstream Landshdies and Hoodng
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Progestion of degraded mountain kind by Baclimabs ball, 2005 and 208
{percerdape}
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16 hosrine
TS Peace, justice and
strong institutions

= Rising conflicts and violent organieed crime persist amund the sweorkd,
causng immense human sulfering and hampening sustainable
developmend. The numiber ol loecibly displaced people reached an
urprecedented 120 million in May 2024, Chalian casualties in anmed
canfects surged by 73 per cont in 2023

*  Corrupdion cortinees bo dreerd resources from sustainabls develapment,
with cne in five people neporting being asked 10 pary or harding pad a
bribe to a public official in the st 12 months. With one third of prisoners
urssintenced worliwide, achinveng st judcial processes and improsing
PriSon CONGE NS S umderad vl

= Govermments ghobally afe sirugneing to nestore pre-C0VID-19 budpet
refaabafily. New inernational pressures aHecling econpmies have

increxsed budget expenditures beyond inifiad appeorals
= Al 5004 depend on estsblisheng Lstng pesce and preventing vichent

A Pakestinian famidly with their children flaes their homs in Radah,
i thin acwibeen parl of the Gara Strip.

conlBoby Livpend aciae o noeded 16 corn{ks Corugiepn and ceEare e
LTI, ".i[lEf'qzll'l-El'l the rule ol law snd BOCet bo justicn, Euild elfeclive snd
e poveimaion st ilulens and prodect righls ahd Tundarmnental
Ireidoens

Civilian deaths in armed conflict saw the steepest rise since 2015

b 2023, chélan casualtees = armed conflicts suaged by a staggering T2 per
end, 1P sheDrst s Sarsf e SOED. Dhespile Meeandst Cnahian G s an Some
corl ol nones, olbrs vl nedded siprificany] increases with 7 in 10 recorded
desths eccurmng i lizael snd the Oocupied Palewtinian Termiony in 2023
For the second cortlecutive wear, Ehe nurmber of cinlisens kilked m canllict
rose dramatically, reversing a dowsmaaed trend from 2006 10 2059 By

2023, crilian casuafities had soared {o over 33,400, nearing the 2005 peak
Additionally, the rumber of women killed in contlict increaxsed for the st
timme since 2015 In 20022, 2 in 80 civilians killed =n conllicts wene women; 1

i 10 wene Childen, By 20023, 4 in 10 wene women and 3 in W0 wees Children
These atadrmengg figares svdicate that the road 1o global pesce and security,
essenil for sastalnable developmenl, has been diverled. The trend st be
resisried, oonlBe b mud] Bnd, ansd paciees 1o condlicds mard sfricly shide by
irfernakional hemacedarisn and loman rights ablipatsons o prof el celiiarm
frees

Mumber af crilisn corllict-mlatled deaths and perientige change brem previous
wear, M5-2027
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Slow progress in reducing homicides continues even as the world has moved past a 2021 spike in rates

The global hamicide rate gradually decreatsd fram 5% wctirs peér B00 000
popolad ion in P0S 10 5.5 in 204D, Tha dersrmvaed Brend weas disrupded in
201, when the rate sharply rose {0 538 before skahily redreating 1o 5.6 in
2022. The global homicide rae declined by 5 per cent bebtween 2015 and
2023 W this patiern parsists, tha rata &5 projected to be 51 par B3O.000
popuiation by 2030, an overall decrease of just 13 per cent since 2015, The
v resrons with the highest rates are Latkn Armerica and the Cardbbean,
wiuth 5 plagued by crgariced crme and gang aotivities, and Alaca, which
Furt a latpe youdh populstion, increased incidenteas of extrérme heat and
persistent meguality. in 2022, BR OO0 women became homicide victims
giobally cormnpased to 360,000 men
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The experience of bribery differs by national income level

fboud 19 per cent of people reporied being asied to pay or having paid

4 brdve 1o a public offsgial in the Last 12 moaths, based on 138 countries.
wilh wvailable data from 2015 to 2022, Notable regsonal variations werp
appaserd, In Coeanin and sub-5aharan Africa. an average of 9.7 per cont
and 266 plr cond 8l Fhe popidalznn, respacieely, expediendod BBy in [
Lesd 12 mimbhe, compared ba ML per cerd in Eurcge and Mo bism Ameiesa

The prevalence of bribery vaned by national income level, ranging fom

an gverage of 9 per-oent in high-incomie coontnos to 32 per oot in low:
income countrees, Dada from 18 coundries from S0 to 2021 suggesied that
i) Wi e likiely than wormen (o engage in briberny, ol ten influenced

by e e e D, b i dorrenalsd Sechors Riok P polate o

DUE G,

Half of countries have overcrowded prisons, sparking concerns about health and human rights

The glohal prison pops Lt sose from 01 millian inc 2805 d0 1.5 milion in
J0Z2 a groweth rate showey than that ol the workd pepulation &5 a wholo

Comseguenthy, 1P prosomisto-populaton rale dacrented (rom 150 prsones

per 00000 population in 2015 10 144 per 100000 in 2022, Central and
Sl Asay Rk e berees] rabet ol Sd per 700000, wisde Labm Armerets
and the Caribbsean had the highest st 277 per ¥0.000

Access 10 pustios &5 a fundamendal human right, In 2022 Foweeer, neaely

i Therdd €35 resllion) of the global prison pogulitssn wars held in pretrial
debention, & sharp (fad rermaened olabée Befvepan 2015 ardd 2022, White
e repEand shivsesd some imprtvermends. Ceriral snd Soordbssm Ao saw
a weormying rises almost 60 per cen of prisoners was held senienced
Chepscrovading in peisons operaling al ower 100 per cent of infended capacity
wirs 2 concem in half of countres with data. This issoe was particularly
s in Latin Americs and the Carbhean and sed-Saharan &frca, whiong
v theee quarters of countnes nepored overcrowding. Globally, ane in five
Countries. cperates prisons al over 150 per cent of intended capacity, with
docismaented ham to health and highes rates of mortably

Propotiian ol ceuttrics where priversr i oubaumber the peiden capiciy,
028 oo lntel year syvadlable {porcendage)

Friie I.|-|.l.-n||.r|-:| W £10)
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Killings of human rights defenders decreased but remain high, and more journalists died in conflict

Zones

In 2023, 330 human rghis defenders, journalsts and trade unioasts in 40
courTiries were killed, down from 448 cased in 36 courdnies in 2022, based
o A reoonded by rod ol homae riphas imsd fodicns aned She Liniled

Matsona. Conflicl rones saw a sharp ncrease in the killngs of pournalists and

meedia workers, with £0 Bved lont, reversing a doswrrsard Erend since 2017,
Latimn America and the Canbbean nemaned 1he deadlies region, accounting
for 70 per conk of all biflings. Enfceced dsappearances glabally nearly
daoubled for the socond corpacutive year with 3l loast 54 cases saported in
14 Counkries in 2003

Plodrty o Gefads fince Member Siates commitied io 2em killsnips e Alfacks
againal defenders of rights and frepdomn of speech, incidents huve been
cferwed inal least 97 coundries The (o1l nurmbere of sl Elmgs has

rat Eallen bedoey 300 since 2015, with peaks in 2018 and 2022 Kidnapping.
delertion, legal harastment and online attacks are ather major threats
Lirong profectson fremeaceis are needed fo stem this trend, partscularhy in
ciTiries whate viedend confflict or social unrest anupts oF scalaleg

Multiple crises affect government budget reliability

Getrvirraments acrods the world have lound i dHicult 1o retum 1o pre-
CONTDRTS lewets of Budiged refiabshty, in part due 10 new inlernationsd
challenped mpss bng st onamied, includieg siabal poliecal indabidy,
mfation and volsile redouroe prices. Allempls bG suppor] eoonamic altivity
and address social stnetses have résulted in higher budpet expenditune
than originally approved across all regions. Budget reliabdity improved

in 2021 and 2022 compared to 2020 but emained weaker than pre-
pardemic lrvets. Mo bern Africa and Western Asia, Central and Southem
A, @nd Europe argd Moribeen Amersca oxperienced the highest sperding
deviatanns relative to the pre-pandemic penad. Bkely due to tactors such &
propoliical lersions, milation and bghe-than-expecied revenues. Mulliple
o frmphudife The reed lor ivemimenis 16 bilter prapans for lutuce

eimergenced.

WwWWWw.saoicmai.in

Compartsan of deviatlons beiween approved and execuied expenditure,
20152089 poafl 2027- 2032, by ragion sahd cxlegory (Percbntage)
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Partnerships for the
Goals

= Dwseloping countries face a 54 {nllion anmual imesiment gap Lo achiee
the S0 Foreign direct imestment flows to developing countries hae
decreased whille gains nremittances and QOA have been modest. The
Socretary-Genenal has urged countries to suppoet an 50DG Stimuilus of at
bearst 5040 blion annually

= Extednad dedl slock levels have remained unprecedentedly high in
developing countries. About &0 per cent of ky-ncomse countries e at

high risk of debt distress or aiready experiencing it

& Approedmalchy 6T per oenl al the swarkd’s populalicn wiir ondins i\ 20213,
up & per cent Irom 2015 Irevead menl o indrasbrociwe and atleadafle
Intermet access for the remaining 2.6 biltlian people & crocial for inchesne
development,

s The COVID-19 pandemic highingted the importance o hagh-quality,
tirnely and desagprepaled data Bor inlormed dedison-muaking. Yel
honding gaps thresten the resilience ol statistical systers in developirg
courdries

Gary Ramings presents an acticn plan 1o advocabe far data on parani
with dizabilities. It was developed im a werkshop for Organizations of
Persord with Ddsabibbies in the Plurinational Skxie of Balivia.

*  |nalandscape of dedhinang internationsl coopenation and nsing
gropoblical iersions, strengthened global parinerships and enhanoed
cooperation ang urgently needed 10 address wedening financing
Eaps, reinfomce post-pandemic recovery and promote sustanable
developmant, particularly i the LDCs and othar vulnarable countraes

The trilllons needed to achieve the SDGs require world leaders to rapidly scale up investments

Mobdlizing hasnciasl resounces 5 Crockll lor diving glebal recovery and
achieveng the 5003 In 2023, the annual S0G imesbment gap in developeng
conirdreed vwead edlenaled al Shout S Trillian, willh coeer hall, of 522 trilicmn,
necded for the energy tranidion alone. The curment irveitment gap is 60 per
cent Fegher than the £2°5 (nillion estimated in 2019 The increade results from
shorttalls since 3015, compounded by multiple globad challenges, induding
the pancemic and the food, fuel and financing crises

Im 2023, DDA fram Developrmenct Ascmtance Comridbes memberds Botalled
$223.7 billion, repretentimg 037 per cent of membars’ combened gross
national income. This marked a LB per cent increaae in ned benme from
2027 and a 47 per cent rise from 2015, making # the fifh consecutive yoar
of record-high OO, The increase was primanly driven by aid for Uliraing,
hiusmarstanien assistance and contributions o imarnational organd tations.
Feot bebateral ODA Rorees to Afnca incroased by 2 per cont and to LDCs by

3 per canl

Zohal foreign direct imvestment (FOO Tlows in 2023 amoured 1o £1.23
trillion, a decrease of 2 per cend from 2022 Excluding a few Ewropean
conduil econcamdes that registensd Lege sesngs in invesiment flows, global
FEA flaws were 10 percent kower than im 2022, FDA Fows to developing
coundries. fell by 7 per cent (o 3847 billion and declired o stagnabed in
sl RegEna

Ramnittamces have proraen resiient, They have become The premier source

of external finance for developng countimes o the post-COVID-9 parod

Im 2023, rernitiances 10 kow- and middle-intome couwntries reached an
estimaled 669 bilkon, reflecting a normakeatson of Bows. lolioweng The post-
pandemt robust growth The Unded Sabes. remasned (he lacpest source

of remvitances in the warld, lollowed by Saud] Arabia and Switrerland. The
plobal meerage 004l of sending a 3500 remittance wis 6.4 per cenl in 2023,
migre Than beice the 500G target of 3 per cent. Develapment mpacts of
resmnittances can be augmented by reducing remittance costs and worker-

paid Pecrudment cosks

In 2022, adddpnal himanial resogncers 07 oo g OOl ries droem multiple
woinces, repadied by 107 bilaberal and midtilsiecal proesdss (o measune
ot ofhcial support tor sustambile development { FOS500 amounted to
£35421 billion. Thes wncluded 22766 billon m allicia rescarces, 3§55 3 billion
from privafe linance and 5102 billion from private grants for development
Sustainable development gramts {both official and private) decreased from
#1292 ballion in 30620 1o $127.5 ballipn in 2023, Sustasnablo concessional
davoloprmend loans screased by & per cent from 554 8 bllon i 2001 1o
$50.0 bitkon in 2002, whesle non-concessiona loands decreasad from 1069
billian bn 2027 o $100.3 billion in 2022, Mobiliced peivate Bnance screased
vy 21 per il P 20021

A3 the S0G Suemmit in September 202 3, Heads of Stato and Government
comimitted to advancng the Sacrotany-Genarals 200G Stimuius peoposal o
urdgciing 3500 billion in addktionad Bmancing and invesimant annualy

Armalances, fremn drret imarument s 004 Hown 1a develogeng oot
S15-20FF (Sions of dollars)

1 i ]
an TR
- T
rl T
BOD f
l F
e
-I.-I"I.---.-___-..'_--" f:
-

el o
&L |
prynn

Fro LS SO HTd JIA S iy ] ppak ] KXy el |

= = Figiigh diecf megsimenl — Bavaiteses — OO0

55 WWW.saoicmai.in



http://www.saoicmai.in/

Rising borrowing costs put developing countries at risk of debt crises

I 3022, ke eabennal deb? ¥ock ol |oiw- Shd middie- ind cone Sourdr e Tell [ce
the first fime since 2015, dopping to 390 billion from 29 3 trillion in 2024
Even so, paternal debit stock livels remained unprecedentedy high afler
more than & decade ol ragid deb socumuilaion. n 2027, the axternal detd
sicck of couniries eligible to boerow from 1he Inter national Development
Association (IDA) - which supports the poonest countngs = boostng
sconomic dovelopment = incraased by 2.7 per cond, reaching 3 ricand high
of 311 trilbon, Publc and publicly guameieed debit servoe payments by
tow- sl reddie-income countries e a recond S444 billon and are torecast
Lo eosfrlivnie groeeang. Inledes] payrnents of 1ol exklermnal el aloek By
IDA-eligable counbrees Have doubled Unce 2015 1o 3.23.6 bikon 2a0d are
erpocted 1o rise further as global inberest rates trend upsand. About 60

per cent of bnvw-income countrnes are at high rak of debt dsbress o alneady
exporienceg . InCreasing borowing costs havy and will continun 1o divert
scare resources from criticad development needs such as poweety induction,
chenate ahion, haalth and educalon

Tobad detsd sdrvios snd fidanl papanis on el inal delsl for 108 @ ligile oounines,
MNT-D02T (Billiend of dollari)
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COVID-19 impacted global data collection for the SDGs, highlighting the need for increased investment

in statistical systems

Hgh-tjushty, brmely snd deagpregaled dala are drudial tor gusding decision-
makireg on all 3044 The COVID-59 pandemic significantly hindered the
pbility of naticnal skatisheal oM ices (o collect recend dath. This e led ba a
snall decline in the avorape Open Data inverdory (ODIN) coveragn scores
from 2030 to 2022, mainky in kv and middle-income countries. Even in
the most resousce-rich countries, the merage ODIN data coverage scone
rgsmaaines helow 60 ot of 100, Feghlghiing 1he wgent need for sncreased
HreisEment i dita infrastructure and producton. Despite these gaps. the
bargr-Sbrm brapec tory al d 3 Ofved e ool backs nwand

Based on the Statstcal Performance Indators (3P, plobad scoms on the
Diata Sources Perlormance Index and Data Infrastructune Performance indes
irsprervnd Between 2006 and 2023 Dala sources gained anly 3 points, haid
back i part by COVID-9 disruptions, while data irdrastruciuee, both the
hard and S0 in&asiretivee 10 poosduce- daks, increates by Sanind Ta poirds

In A0S, 159 cowsridme and leniones eoerbed having w1abnies] gl hin
carripliant with the Fundarmental Princigles of Oihcial Staivtics, v from 132
m 2019, indicating sigrdlicant progress in modemizing national slatistical
systerns. Adddiorally, 163 coundrics implemented national stoteskical plaers,
up froem 123 in 2009, weith P0FS fully funded. Ivtermadionsd support for data ard
statistics developmend has increased, reaching 3759 milkon = 202, 14 pee
cent abrve H000 and 44 por cent above 2015, Funding gaps remain i miago
(55, particudarly & Aleico and the LDCs, where anly a fraction of plans is
hally funded. This resource insufliceency threaters the resilience of statistical
wydlernd b ks ledvmg vulnerasble populabsons behind. Addredsing thecs
challenped regured moede hending mainst reamsd daksa ScEivtios ard strafegpc

planning abgned wilh emerging development prioeitses.

Globally, one in three people are still offline, underscoring the urgency of infrastructure investments
and affordable Internat access, particularly in underdeveloped regions

A peeondirrialely 67 per cerd of the world's population, or 5.4 bellion peope,
wiad adqlme an 2023, 4.7 poer cenl moee Thien m 2022 snd &% por cenl more
thar in 2015 Intérmet use conliruies to conelate wilh regionsd development
Australia and New Zealand and Ewrope and Horthem Amenca have
achigved unversal usage (above 55 per cert), while only 37 ardd 38 per

cent of pecple in sub-Saharan Adnca and Coeara (exduding Ausirabia and
Merw Jealand ), respactialy, arp ondine. ARhcaigh the COVID- pandamic
bemporaddy accelerated Inbermat adpption, recerd growth rates have reverted
b pre-parderse lesels. Woildwade, 70 per cend of men use 1he Inbernel
compared bo 65 per Ca of el i Eh 8l Pl leon e mneeny Eham sndenan
gnkne i 2023, Faeed broadband subicriplions grew ot anh sanud rate of

G4 pet ol Bebween 2005 and 2023, reachirg 19 subacripf ions per P00
inhabitants globally. Thess conneclions are scorce in lew-income ooumtnes,
heravesenr, duse ko high coats and inadequate infrastructure. Irvestments

in infrastructure and aBordable Infernet access are crucial, especially in
wenderserved egEns.

WwWWWw.saoicmai.in

Prepariion af individush using the Internet, 2015 snd 2023 (percentagel
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SDG progress by target
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Note to the reader

Global indicator framework for the Sustainable Development Goals

Tho mdormation preserded in this repon s based on the latest avadable data
(s ol Juive 20247 on setectod indcabons inthe global indcator lrassework!
foe the Susiaernsbie Development Goals. The global indecator lramevwork i
] 1o review progress a1 the giobal fevel and was developed By the [nfer-
Agency and Expert Group on 500 indicatons (IAEG-5DG4) and adopled by

Data sources

The values dor most of the Indicators presented in the report ane regionad
and Ao subsebonnl aggregates. In geveral, the gures ane waighed Fvorages,
wsang (e reference populalzon a8 3 weight, ol national data produced by
national Watmtical sysberre and calculaled by miermstionsd apencies with
ipecisli ted mandated. The natsonal data are oM en adpusted for comparability
and, where- lacking, are estrmated. As decided by the Statistcal Commission
and im accordance wilh Economec and Social Council resolutbon 2006,/6,
estimates used to compile the globad indcators should be produced in

fufl condultation with nationa stadistical authorities. The crferia anl
mechanisms lor validation by radlonal stadistical authorities are ouilined

i the report of 1he IAEG-5D04" and were endorsed by the Satisbcal
Commussion at it iLislh sessin

Regional groupings

This report presents data on progress made towands achieving the S0Gs
winriiwide and by varous groups. The country groupengs ang based on

ihe geographic regons dedined In the Standaed Country or Anea Codes for
Statstcal Use Cknosm as M) of (e United Natnons Statostics Daason
The geopraphic regices are shown on the rmup 1o The right. For (he purpase
of presentation, sorme af the MdS regons Rieve been combsred.

Tha use ol geographic repons a5 the basis lor country groupings 5 a mags
change from The Seadginable Developmnend Goals Report 2076 and the progress
reports o he Mellenskim Development Goall, Prévicarily, data wens
pressnled lor countries in “developed” and “developerg” regions, which
were firiber broken dawn ilo feographic Lubiegons. Albough there i o
patablished commntion for the desipration ol “developed” and “developing”
Countries of anexs in (he Ursted Mations system, data for some indicaioes

in this report are 4ill being presented for developed and developing riegions
and countrias for the purpese of statistical analysis only, and are based on
the practice empicyed by 1he infernat:onal agencies that provided the data®

The feat and higures present, 16 the axbent possible, data for least developed
coundries; landfocked developing countres and small island devedoping
States, which e country groups ieguinng special allention

A cormpielo bat ol Courd e inc ke = each regadd Sl subregion and
oourdry group 14 dviilable a1 hips ety pn ongSdpsmdicabons,”
regronal-groups,’

the General Assembly on 6 July 2017 (see resolution TL/313, annexd. The
choson of tndhcabors used in the report doet not Fepeesent a pocntzation

of larpels, shnce a8 Goals and Langets dre equally urportant. Addtionsl
indicabor anatysis-and mloemation can be found in the =506 Extended Repont
034" praline !

Alhough the aggregate fguies presealed hene are 3 cormensent way fo
brack progress. the stuation of mdividual Couiries within 8 grven (egion,
e ﬂh:luﬂll-ﬂ-l'l-ﬂl'ﬂ-upi- and peasrraadie sl arads valhin d Coifiry, iry
vary Signilicantly rom regional averages. Fresenting aggregale fgures loe all
reggaons, o obstunes andther reality: 1he ek, n many parts of (he woeid

of adequate data o asiess national Enesds 2o ta miorm and mocitor 1kbe
implementation of dovelspment policies.

A, dptabuse of Jrailphle globsd, repensl fnd cowry dals dngd meladaly hor
the S0 indicators is maintained by the Uniled Nations S1atistics Dhvitioen
at bt ps unsd e ongsdgs. ODraang 10 the emenpence ol new data and
rewised medhodolopes, data series presented bn (his repart may nof be
comparable with previous data series

Thae: term “counbry™ wsed in this report also refers, as appropriate, o
territones and areas. The designatons ernployed and the presentatson of the
rerial im 1hes report do not smpdy the expression of any opinion whatsoever
o tha part ol the United MNations Secretanst concerming the legad status

of any countey, Eacridory, cily or ared or of its suthoriises, or conderning the
ifelirri Al s of A4 fronbem or Boucsdaried,

B b A

B lioemees e A e g Erel Wheiem Ay

B Crsdrad el Sourie bidi
W B g s Mt i e A

W Eatess ] Tenifie Eirili n Al
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Full detmdn al the 849 5%e~ctand Lan b dound o lhe Lidiled Sateond Sratid e sl Dt weeteate S e Laly un o i o 2l e od alagryreats s
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In reaponse to Gereral Assembily resoluticn 20/ reguedding the Secrefary-General to prepane annual progress reports on the Suslainable Development Goats
(para E3), the present report was prepared by the Departmen | of Economic and Social Adlairs, wilh imput from infernational and regionasd organezalians and
oifices. specialined agencies, funds and programmes of the Uinited Nations system, lsted belowe Several natlonad statisticlans, experts from chvl sockety and
academia aiso contributed to 1he repon,

BerdiLife Imternational

Department of Economec and Social Afars

Crivision far Ocean Adlsirs and The L 04 (e Ses

Econcmic and Sociad Commisshon for Aska and 1he Pacific (ESCAR)
Ecomsmac and Socks Commission har VWesherm Ao (ESCWA)

Econcmic Commission foe Alrica (ECA)

Etonomic Commmussson [or Exrope (ECE)

Econame: Commissian for Lale Aménga and the Canlbibean (ECLAC)

Food ard Agriculture Qeganization of the Linited Natiors (FALY)
Infernational Chil Aviation Oygarazatnon (1CA0)

Indernational Energy Agency (IEAD

Indernational Famim on Total Officad Suppadt Tor Sustanable Developmeat (IFT)
Inmernational Labour Cegantzatice {(ILOD

international Mongtary Fund (IKF)

Indernational Organization for Migration (100

Inernational Renewabls Energy Agency (IRENA)

International Telscommmurstation Union (ITL)

Inernational Trade Centre (ITC)

Indernational Linson e Cosnsarealinnal Mature (LR

Inder-Parbarmnantary Linkn (IPU)

Joint Uniled Mations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS)

Oftice of the United Matons High Commissiones for Human Rights (OHCHR)
Office of the United Mataons High Commissiones for Refugess (LINHCR)
Dty Dhada Walch

Crganisaion for Epongmic Co-operation and Cevelopment (OECER
Fartnershep n Statatics for Development in (he 215k Century (PARISZT
Save the Children

Secretanal ol the Coreention on Biologrcal Drreruity

Secrgtariat of the Ursied Matkons Framework Corvention on Climate Charge
Sustainable Energy loe All

Liniled Matkors Capital Developmend Fund

Linited Matiors Childeen's Fund (UNICEF)

Linited Madinng Corderence on Trade and Developemend (LISE TALY)

Linited Matkors Developmen! Programme (UNDP)

Linited Natiors Educational, Sowentific and Cultural Crganszation (LINESCO)
Linited Matkars Entily for Gendes Eguably and the Empowerment of Women (LIN-Wormen)
Linited Natiors Environment Programme (UINEF)

Liniled Natiors Human Settlements Programmse (UN-Habilad )

Linited Natiors indusdrial Devesopment Qrganization (UNIDO)

Linited Madinrs Ofice o Diassber Bitk Beductisn {UNOERD

Linited Nations Offce on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)

Linited Natiors Population Fund {LIKFPA)

Lik-Enargy

Lik-Ccman

LN Tirmamy

LiN-Sater

Warld Bank Group

World Health Oszaruzation (WHO)

World Metecrologrcal Organization (WAMOD

For raee information, visil the Susthinable Development Goals webtite ol the Statistics Dividion of the Depariment of Econamee and Social Alfsirs
at bt furedats wmoorg Sdes.

www.saoicmai.in 60
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@ et GOALS

"We have a rescue plan before us, in the
[SDG Summit] political declaration.

Now is the time to lift the declaration’s
words off the page, and invest in
development at scale like never before."”

— Antono GUTERRES
SECRETARY=GENERAL OF THE UMNITED INATIONS

492107031 35¢
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ICMAI Social Auditors Organisation
(A Section 8 Company promoted by The Institute of Cost Accountants of India)

www.saoicmai.in _
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PROCEDURE FOR REGISTRATION OF A MEMBER WITH ICMAI SAO

Eligibility Criteria for Social Auditor
A. An Individual if he
o holds the required qualification and experience;
« have attended a course at the National Institute of Securities Markets (NISM) and received a certificate of completion
after successfully passing the course examination; and
o is registered with a Self-Regulatory Organisation (SRO) [e.g., ICMALI Social Auditors Organization]
B. A Firm/Institution that has partners/employees who meet with the criteria for being a social auditor and has a track record
of minimum three years for conducting social impact assessment.

Eligibility Qualification & Experience for Social Auditor
o Post-graduates from universities recognized by the University Grants Commission (UGC) with a minimum of 3 years of
experience in the development sector, or
« Graduates from universities recognized by the UGC with a minimum of 6 years of experience in the development sector, or
« Cost and management Accountant, Chartered Accountant, or Company Secretary holding valid Certificate of Practice.

No individual shall be eligible to be registered as a Social Auditor if he:-

« iS a minor;

- is not a person resident in India;

« does not have the qualification and experience specified in SEBI notification;

« has been convicted by any competent court for an offence punishable with imprisonment for a term exceeding six months or

for an offence involving moral turpitude, and a period of five years has not elapsed from the date of expiry of the sentence.

Provided that if a person has been convicted of any offence and sentenced in respect there of to imprisonment for a period of
seven years or more, he shall not be eligible to be registered;

« he is an undischarged insolvent, or has applied to be adjudicated as an insolvent;

« he has been declared to be of unsound mind; or

+ he is not a fit and proper person.

Explanation: For determining whether an individual is fit and proper ICMAI SAO may take account of any consideration as it
deems fit, including but not limited to the following criteria-

- integrity, reputation and character,

- absence of convictions and restraint orders, and

- competence,

Procedure for Enrolment as a member

Entry of Application : Entry for application received for registration of social auditor is to be made in a register maintained by
ICMAI SAO followed by stamping of application mentioning date of reception it.

Acknowledgement of Application : Every application received is to be acknowledged to the applicant within 7 working days of
its receipt via mail.

One Time Enrolment fee : Rs. 3,000/- Plus GST @18%

Membership fees : Rs. 5,000 plus GST @18% for three years

Internal Verification of application along with fee and supporting documents as mentioned in enrolment Form.
« Registered form — duly completed
- Passport-size photo
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Copy of proof of residence
Self — attested copy of Aadhar card, PAN card and Passport (if available).
Copies of documents in support of educational qualifications, professional Qualification, Experience, and Social Auditors

examination
Copy of proof of payment of Admission/Enrolment Fee and Annual Fee
Copy of Self Declaration, the format of the same is annexed with the Enrolment form (Annexure — 1).

Verifying Qualification and Experience
Copies of documents demonstrating qualification, employment and practice as —
« Cost and Management Accountant enrolled with the Institute of Cost Accountants of India.
Company Secretary enrolled with the Institute of Company Secretaries of India,
Chartered Accountant enrolled with the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India and/or empaneled with the Comptroller
& Auditor General of India.
Graduate / Post-Graduate from universities recognized by the University Grants Commission (UGC).
Requisite experience of minimum of 3/6 years in the development sector

Copies of certificate of employment from the employer(s), specifying the period of such employment.

Before registering a person as its Member ICMAI SAQ is required to verify the following:

« Whether the applicant holds requisite qualifications & experience as indicated above.

o Whether the applicant holds valid Certificate of Practice if he is a Cost and management Accountant, Chartered
Accountant, or Company Secretary.

« Whether the applicant have attended a course at the National Institute of Securities Markets (NISM) and received a
certificate of completion after successfully passing the course examination.

o Whether the individual/firm/institution holds requisite social sector experience in providing assurance of non-financial
information. (e.g., nutrition, education, health, water & sanitation, energy conservation, environment and climate change,
etc.)

o Whether the firm/institution has required number of partners/employees meeting the criteria for being social auditor and has
a track record of minimum three years for conducting social impact assessment.

« Whether any disciplinary proceedings are pending, or any disciplinary action has been taken at any time in the preceding
three years against the professional member or firm/institution by the ICMAI, ICAI, ICSI, any SRO or any other
regulator.

o Whether ICMAI, ICAIL, ICSI, any SRO or any other regulator has initiated any criminal proceeding against the
professional member or firm/institution and is pending for disposal?

o Whether the professional member/ person had an unblemished service with the last employer if he was in employment? The
applicant must submit a conduct certificate from his last employer.

External Verification
The applicants’ particulars are sent to verifying authority (ICMAI / ICAI/ICSI) to verify the following:
« Confirmation on verification of Membership Number provided by the Member
« Date of enrolment as member
o Number of years as member, whether he is continued to be member since his enrolment
 Information on whether the Member has ever been found Guilty of Misconduct. If his Membership was removed.
« COP Date
o COP Number
« Firm No.

o Firm Name

Www.saolcmal.in G ICMALSocil AuttorsOrganbsaion
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« Years of Experience in Practice

« Whether the member is in full-time practice or part-time practice?
o Whether the Member has been in Practice continuously? If not, please mention the block of period during which the
Member was in practice and the block of period for which Practice was discontinued

(e) After examination of the application, ICMAI SAO shall give an opportunity to the applicant to remove the deficiencies, if
any, in the application.

(f) ICMAI SAO may require an applicant to submit additional documents, information, or clarification that it deems fit, within
reasonable time.

(g) ICMAI SAO may reject an application if the applicant does not satisfy the criteria for registration or does not remove the
deficiencies or submit additional documents or information to its satisfaction, for reasons recorded in writing.

(h) The rejection of the application shall be communicated to the applicant stating the reasons for such rejection, within thirty
days of the receipt of the application, excluding the time given for removing the deficiencies or presenting additional documents
or clarification by the ICMAI SAQ, as the case may be.

(i) The acceptance of the application shall be communicated to the applicant, along with the registration number.

Issuance of Certificate of Enrolment/Registration

Upon successful registration, Applicant is issued certificate of registration within 7 working days from the date of registration
with ICMAI SAO (through courier and via mail)

WWW.saoicmai.in
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Details regarding Social Auditors Examination
conducted by NISM

< Al
s L [

ICMAI Social Auditors Organisation
(A Section 8 Company promoted by The Institute of Cost Accountants of India)

Www.saolcmal.in 6 ICMALSocil AutiorsOrganbsaion
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Social Auditors Certification Examination

The examination aims to create a pool of social auditors who would assess the impact of social interventions of various social
enterprises who raise funds through the Social Stock Exchange platform.

Examination Objectives
On successful completion of the examination the candidate should:

« Know the basics of social auditing, Code of conduct of Social Auditors.
« Understand the general concepts related to social stock exchange, social audit and social impact assessment.
« Know the Social Impact Reporting disclosures and regulations.

Assessment Structure
The examination consists of 85 multiple-choice and 3 case-based/caselet questions (each case having 5 questions) totaling to 100
marks. The assessment structure is as follows:

Multiple Choice Questions|[85 questions of 1 mark each] 85*1 =85
Case-based Questions|3 cases (each cases with 5 questions of 1 mark each] 3*5*1 =15

The examination should be completed in 2 hours. The passing score for the examination is 60. There shall be negative marking
of 25 percent of the marks assigned to a question.

Test Details

Name of Module: NISM Series XXIII: Social Auditors Certification Examination

~ 85 multiple-choice and 3 case-based/caselet questions (each case having 5 questions) totaling to 100 marks.
* Negative marking — 25% of the marks assigned to the question.

+ Payment Gateway Charges extra.

# Passing Certificate will be issued only to those candidates who have furnished/ updated their Income Tax Permanent Account
Number (PAN) in their registration details.

WWW.saoicmai.in
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Frequently Asked Questions (Social Auditors)

1. Who can take NISM-Series-XXIII: Social Auditors Certification Examination?
The following persons can take NISM-Series-XXIII: Social Auditors Certification Examination:

« Individuals registered as social auditors
« Employees of Social audit firm
 Students pursuing social work and interested in gaining more knowledge in Social Audit

2. How can I register for NISM-Series-XXIII: Social Auditors Certification Examination?

Candidates can register at https://certifications.nism.ac.in/nismaol/

After successful registration, candidates may select a test centre, date and time slot of their choice on the Test Administrator
website. Candidates are required to follow further instructions available on the Test Administrator websites.

3. What is the fee structure?
The fees for “NISM-Series-VIII: Social Auditors Certification Examination” is Rupees One Thousand Five Hundred only (Rs.
1500/-) plus applicable GST.

4. What is the assessment structure?
The examination will be of 100 marks, will have 100 questions, and should be completed in 2 hours. There will be negative
marking of 25% of the marks assigned to a question. The passing score for the examination is 60%.

5. Is there a study material available for preparing for this examination?
You will receive a soft copy of the workbook/study material after enrolment for the examination. For non-receipt of a soft copy
of the workbook/study material, you may contact NISM at: certification(@nism.ac.in

6. Do I have to pay for the study material?
You will receive a soft copy of the workbook/study material free of cost after enrolment for the examination. Candidate can buy
printed workbooks from Taxmann Publications Private Ltd.

Visit https://www.taxmann.com/bookstore to place your orders for NISM workbooks.
If you prefer to order by phone, please call your nearest store directly to place your order. Click here to get the details of your
nearest store.

7. I have passed NISM Social Auditors Certification Examination, when will I receive the certificate?
Only the candidates who have produced their Income Tax Permanent Account Number (PAN) during registration would receive
the NISM Certificate within two weeks of appearing for the examination.

Candidates who produced other identification proofs would not receive the NISM certificate. They would receive only the
temporary mark sheet at the end of the examination.

8. I have not provided my PAN information at the time of taking the certification examination. How do I obtain the certificate?
Candidates who have not provided their PAN information during registration may upload the same from their candidate
dashboard from NISM’s portal. After receiving and verifying PAN details, the candidate will receive the certificate from the
Test Administrator they have registered with. No additional payments are necessary for obtaining the certificate.

Www.saolcmal.in 6 ICMALSocial AutorsOrganbsaion
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9. I have passed NISM Social Auditors Certification Examination and also provided PAN details, however I have not received a
certificate. Whom should I contact?
For non-receipt of certificate contact: certification@nism.ac.in

10. What is the validity period of the certificate?
The certificate will be valid for 3 years from the date of the examination.

11. Can I request for re-evaluation of NISM Certification Examinations?
NISM Policy on Re-evaluation of performance of candidates appearing for Certification Examination and resolution of doubts
about the questions forming part of such examination, if any.

“No re-evaluation of the performance of candidates appearing for Certification Examination conducted by NISM (Mandatory
& Non-Mandatory examination) is permitted since the assessment of answers, with respect to Certification Examinations
questions which are in the nature of the selection of only one correct answer from multiple choices offered, is carried out in an
objective manner by in-built system architecture created for Certification Examination without any scope for human
intervention and subjectivity element. Also, considering the examination structure, no disclosure of the questions and/or answers
is permitted as it will violate the confidentiality of the question bank, which is the essence of the examination.

In view of the above, no communication regarding re-evaluation, etc. will be entertained/serviced by NISM.” Subject to the
above request/s received from a candidate for resolution of doubts about a question forming part of such examination will be
considered as per the following policy.

(1) Candidate’s request/s will be considered only when he/she specifically mentions particular question or two which he/she thinks
contain errors. Claims/ to recheck more than two questions shall normally be not permitted unless substantive material is
provided by the candidate as to why he/she considers errors in such questions. In no case, claim/s to recheck all the questions
appeared in his/her question paper shall be entertained.

(2) No request/s to disclose/discuss question/s and/or their answers shall be entertained as disclosure of the question/s will violate
the essence of the question bank viz. breach the confidentiality/secrecy of the Question bank.

(3) Only those request/s made on-the-spot (before leaving the test center) will be considered for verification.

(4) When a valid request is received from a candidate at the Test Centre, it shall be forwarded by the respective TA to NISM.
NISM’s team will look into claim relating to the contested question/s to verify whether there is a mistake in the question or
answer. If it is prima facie found that the question or answer contains a mistake, no score will be computed and consequently no
score card will be issued then at the Test Centre.

(5) Such matter will then be escalated with the question / answer to the Committee with the details of the nature of error, the
correct version of the question or contested correct answer and system recognized correct answer. The Committee, after due
diligence and proper scrutiny, will arrive at a conclusion whether the claim made by a candidate in relation to a question or
answer is right. Such conclusion will be recorded in writing and put up for formal approval to the authority of NISM.

(6) Score computation, kept in abeyance as per point 4, shall be carried based on the approval as per point — 5. Such score card
will then be issued to the candidate by TA/NISM.
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(7) Even though NISM endeavours best efforts and has put in place a robust mechanism to review its question bank
intermittently, attributable to continuous changes taking place emanating from dynamics of the market, encompassing products
and features, and its regulatory framework, there is a possibility of inadvertently escaping some updation and/or escaping
indirect impact on some question/answer. Therefore, to take care of such eventuality, the above process of entertaining request
from the candidate in relation to the question/answer is put in place.

(8) The above policy and process will be subject to review from time to time and shall be binding and final in relation to any
claim and/or matter when disposed off with the approval of the authority of NISM.
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GUIDELINES FOR ARTICLES

The articles sent for publication in the journal “The Social Auditor” should conform to the following
parameters,
which are crucial in selection of the article for publication:
« The article should be original, i.e. Not Published/ broadcasted/hosted elsewhere including any website.
« A declaration in this regard should be submitted to ICMAI-SAQO in writing at the time of submission
of article.
- The article should be topical and should discuss a matter of current interest to the
professionals/readers.
« It should preferably expose the readers to new knowledge area and discuss a new or innovative idea
that the
- professionals/readers should be aware of.
« The length of the article should not exceed 2500-3000 words.
« The article should also have an executive summary of around 100 words.
« The article should contain headings, which should be clear, short, catchy and interesting.
« The authors must provide the list of references, if any at the end of article.
« A brief profile of the author, e-mail ID, postal address and contact numbers and declaration regarding
the originality of the article as mentioned above should be enclosed along with the article.
« In case the article is found not suitable for publication, the same shall be communicated to the
members, by e-mail.

trainee@rvoicmalin

Disclaimer:

The information contained in this document is intended for informational purposes only and does not
constitute legal opinion, advice or any advertisement. This document is not intended to address the
circumstances of any particular individual or corporate body. Readers should not act on the information
provided herein without appropriate professional advice after a thorough examination of the facts and
circumstances of a particular situation. There can be no assurance that the judiciallquasi-judicial
authorities may not take a position contrary to the views mentioned herein.

trainee@rvoicmaiin
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	Baseline Assessment A key enabler for facilitating expected outcomes in social projects
	CMA (Dr.) S K Gupta Chief Executive Officer - ICMAI Social Auditors Organisation
	The Perspective
	Social Project baseline assessment is a process that helps you understand the original situation and landscape before you start implementing the
	project. The data helps set a benchmark or a starting point that can be later on compared at the end of the project to evaluate what changes have occurred between the start and the mid or end-point. Baseline assessment involves collecting and analysing information on the objectives or indicators at the start of a project. It’s essential for effective project monitoring and evaluation, ensuringthat community's real needs are appropriately assessed. Baseline assessment helps maximize Social Return on Investment. This happens by assessing the impact on the direct beneficiaries of the project. It also happens by assessing the community to which they belong, and even social and environmental factors.
	Key components of a Baseline study
	For instance, a CSR project that wants to boost learning materials in schools that don't have enough resources may start by assessing how things stand now, like the number of available books, student-teacher ratio, access to technology, etc.
	Why is a Baseline assessment important for social Projects?
	A well-executed baseline assessment is the foundation of any successful social project. It not only helps in identifying the key needs of the community but also ensu-
	-res that the interventional efforts are measurable and impactful.
	Establishes a starting point : A baseline assessment provides a clear benchmark. This helps to track and measure the impact of social project over time. Identifies key needs and priorities : It uncovers the most pressing social, economic, and environmental challenges. This ensures that the project addresses real community needs. Prevents misallocation of resources : By understanding existing conditions, wasting resources on initiatives that may not have the desired impact or relevance can be avoided. Supports strategic planning : A baseline assessment helps in crafting a focused and well-informed project strategy. This increases the chances of long-term success and sustainability.
	How a Baseline assessment improves social Project Outcomes
	The aim of a Baseline assessment is to understand the ground-level situation and needs of those who the social project will serve. It also establishes a benchmark to measure the impact of the intervention or social program in the future. This is important because without a baseline, it is difficult to know whether the intervention or social program has had a positive or negative impact on the community. A baseline assessment helps prevent many issues including: underestimating project risks, impacts to communities and failure to contribute to social and economic development.
	Informed Decision Making : A baseline assessment provides critical data on the current situation. This data allows you to make decisions based on facts rather than assumptions. It ensures that your initiatives are relevant and targeted.
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	Decoding ESG:
	Why it’s the New North Star for Corporate Governance
	CA SAKSHI AGARWAL Chartered Accountant
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	Challenges and Opportunities in ESG Implementation
	Challenges in ESG Implementation
	Opportunities in ESG Implementation
	Conclusion: ESG as the Future of Corporate Governance
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	-nance. Each pillar plays a very important role in shaping corporate strategy and promoting long-term value creation. The Environmental Pillar emphasizes the importance of reducing climate risks and promoting more sustainable practices. The social pillar emphasizes equality and Stakeholder engagement and engagement as a pillar of governance that ensures accountability, transparency and ethical decision-making. Challenges associated with ESG implementation, such as high costs, regulatory uncertainties and data management problems are important, but not insurmountable. As a company that proactively addresses these challenges, Promotes innovation Stakeholder cooperation and strategic planning all can unlock important opportunities. This also includes access to capital, creating competitive differences, risk reduction and improvement with global sustainability objectives. Looking ahead to the future, ESG will continue to be prominent. This is because stakeholders demand greater accountability and transparency on the part of companies, investors, consumers, officials and regulators. Therefore, more emphasis is placed on ESG performance as a measure of business success. Companies that do not adopt ESG may find themselves at a competitive disadvantage. Meanwhile, Companies that integrate ESG into their governance structures will be better positioned to thrive in a rapidly changing world. In summary, ESG is not just a compliance requirement. Rather, it is a strategic imperative that redefines business success. By integrating ESG principles into their operations, companies can drive positive social and environmental change. Increase stakeholder confidence and ensure long-term sustainability, as ESG determines the future of corporate governance. Companies therefore need to seize the opportunity to lead with purpose and create lasting impact.
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	PROCEDURE FOR REGISTRATION OF A MEMBER WITH ICMAI SAO
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	PROCEDURE FOR REGISTRATION OF A MEMBER WITH ICMAI SAO
	Eligibility Criteria for Social Auditor A.  An Individual if he
	B.  A Firm/Institution that has partners/employees who meet with the criteria for being a social auditor and has a track record of minimum three years for conducting social impact assessment.

	Eligibility Qualification & Experience for Social Auditor
	No individual shall be eligible to be registered as a Social Auditor if he:-
	Provided that if a person has been convicted of any offence and sentenced in respect there of to imprisonment for a period of seven years or more, he shall not be eligible to be registered;
	Explanation: For determining whether an individual is fit and proper ICMAI SAO may take account of any consideration as it deems fit, including but not limited to the following criteria-
	Procedure for Enrolment as a member Entry of Application : Entry for application received for registration of social auditor is to be made in a register maintained by ICMAI SAO followed by stamping of application mentioning date of reception it. Acknowledgement of Application : Every application received is to be acknowledged to the applicant within 7 working days of its receipt via mail. One Time Enrolment fee : Rs. 3,000/- Plus GST @18%  Membership fees : Rs. 5,000 plus GST @18% for three years

	Internal Verification of application along with fee and supporting documents as mentioned in enrolment Form.
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	Verifying Qualification and Experience Copies of documents demonstrating qualification, employment and practice as –
	Before registering a person as its Member ICMAI SAO is required to verify the following:
	External Verification The applicants’ particulars are sent to verifying authority (ICMAI / ICAI/ICSI) to verify the following:
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	(e) After examination of the application, ICMAI SAO shall give an opportunity to the applicant to remove the deficiencies, if any, in the application. (f) ICMAI SAO may require an applicant to submit additional documents, information, or clarification that it deems fit, within reasonable time. (g) ICMAI SAO may reject an application if the applicant does not satisfy the criteria for registration or does not remove the deficiencies or submit additional documents or information to its satisfaction, for reasons recorded in writing. (h) The rejection of the application shall be communicated to the applicant stating the reasons for such rejection, within thirty days of the receipt of the application, excluding the time given for removing the deficiencies or presenting additional documents or clarification by the ICMAI SAO, as the case may be. (i) The acceptance of the application shall be communicated to the applicant, along with the registration number.
	Issuance of Certificate of Enrolment/Registration Upon successful registration, Applicant is issued certificate of registration within 7 working days from the date of registration with ICMAI SAO (through courier and via mail)
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	Details regarding Social Auditors Examination conducted by NISM
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	Social Auditors Certification Examination
	The examination aims to create a pool of social auditors who would assess the impact of social interventions of various social enterprises who raise funds through the Social Stock Exchange platform.
	Examination Objectives On successful completion of the examination the candidate should:
	Assessment Structure The examination consists of 85 multiple-choice and 3 case-based/caselet questions (each case having 5 questions) totaling to 100 marks. The assessment structure is as follows:
	Multiple Choice Questions[85 questions of 1 mark each]                                                                                         85*1 = 85  Case-based Questions[3 cases (each cases with 5 questions of 1 mark each]                                                           3*5*1 = 15  The examination should be completed in 2 hours. The passing score for the examination is 60. There shall be negative marking of 25 percent of the marks assigned to a question.
	Test Details Name of Module: NISM Series XXIII: Social Auditors Certification Examination ~ 85 multiple-choice and 3 case-based/caselet questions (each case having 5 questions) totaling to 100 marks. * Negative marking – 25% of the marks assigned to the question. + Payment Gateway Charges extra. # Passing Certificate will be issued only to those candidates who have furnished/ updated their Income Tax Permanent Account Number (PAN) in their registration details.
	ICMAI Social Auditors Organisation
	www.saoicmai.in
	THE SOCIAL IMPACT ASSESSOR


	Frequently Asked Questions (Social Auditors)
	1. Who can take NISM-Series-XXIII: Social Auditors Certification Examination? The following persons can take NISM-Series-XXIII: Social Auditors Certification Examination:
	2. How can I register for NISM-Series-XXIII: Social Auditors Certification Examination? Candidates can register at https://certifications.nism.ac.in/nismaol/ After successful registration, candidates may select a test centre, date and time slot of their choice on the Test Administrator website. Candidates are required to follow further instructions available on the Test Administrator websites.
	3. What is the fee structure? The fees for “NISM-Series-VIII: Social Auditors Certification Examination” is Rupees One Thousand Five Hundred only (Rs. 1500/-) plus applicable GST.
	4. What is the assessment structure? The examination will be of 100 marks, will have 100 questions, and should be completed in 2 hours. There will be negative marking of 25% of the marks assigned to a question. The passing score for the examination is 60%.
	5. Is there a study material available for preparing for this examination? You will receive a soft copy of the workbook/study material after enrolment for the examination. For non-receipt of a soft copy of the workbook/study material, you may contact NISM at: certification@nism.ac.in
	6. Do I have to pay for the study material? You will receive a soft copy of the workbook/study material free of cost after enrolment for the examination. Candidate can buy printed workbooks from Taxmann Publications Private Ltd.
	Visit https://www.taxmann.com/bookstore to place your orders for NISM workbooks. If you prefer to order by phone, please call your nearest store directly to place your order. Click here to get the details of your nearest store.
	7. I have passed NISM Social Auditors Certification Examination, when will I receive the certificate? Only the candidates who have produced their Income Tax Permanent Account Number (PAN) during registration would receive the NISM Certificate within two weeks of appearing for the examination.
	Candidates who produced other identification proofs would not receive the NISM certificate. They would receive only the temporary mark sheet at the end of the examination.
	8. I have not provided my PAN information at the time of taking the certification examination. How do I obtain the certificate? Candidates who have not provided their PAN information during registration may upload the same from their candidate dashboard from NISM’s portal. After receiving and verifying PAN details, the candidate will receive the certificate from the Test Administrator they have registered with. No additional payments are necessary for obtaining the certificate.
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	GUIDELINES FOR ARTICLES
	The articles sent for publication in the journal “The Social Auditor” should conform to the following parameters, which are crucial in selection of the article for publication:
	The article should be original, i.e. Not Published/ broadcasted/hosted elsewhere including any website.
	A declaration in this regard should be submitted to ICMAI-SAO in writing at the time of submission of article.
	The article should be topical and should discuss a matter of current interest to the professionals/readers.
	It should preferably expose the readers to new knowledge area and discuss a new or innovative idea that the
	professionals/readers should be aware of.
	The length of the article should not exceed 2500-3000 words.
	The article should also have an executive summary of around 100 words.
	The article should contain headings, which should be clear, short, catchy and interesting.
	The authors must provide the list of references, if any at the end of article.
	A brief profile of the author, e-mail ID, postal address and contact numbers and declaration regarding the originality of the article as mentioned above should be enclosed along with the article.
	In case the article is found not suitable for publication, the same shall be communicated to the members, by e-mail.

	Disclaimer: The information contained in this document is intended for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal opinion, advice or any advertisement. This document is not intended to address the circumstances of any particular individual or corporate body. Readers should not act on the information provided herein without appropriate professional advice after a thorough examination of the facts and circumstances of a particular situation. There can be no assurance that the judicial/quasi-judicial authorities may not take a position contrary to the views mentioned herein.
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