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Introduction
The GlobeScan / ERM Sustainability Institute Leaders 
Survey highlights the most urgent priorities in the 
current global sustainable development agenda. This year�s 
survey was conducted between August and October 2025 
and reflects inputs from almost 400 sustainability experts 
across nearly 60 countries. In addition to monitoring 
priority issues over time and tracking notable shi�s in 
their perceived importance, the 2025 survey also examines 
private sector and civil society sustainability leadership.

This year, climate change remains the top concern. 
At the same time, the perceived urgency of many 
other sustainability issues has declined, including 
diversity and inclusion, biodiversity, deforestation, water 
scarcity, and labor conditions in supply chains.

Legislation continues to be seen as the most impactful 
driver of sustainability development progress over 
the past 12 months, yet its perceived importance has 
weakened since 2024. Topics where sustainability leaders 
place greater emphasis this year compared to 2024 
include renewable energy / low-carbon developments, 
biodiversity initiatives, and global / multistakeholder 
collaboration. Additionally, there are notable 
regional di�erences in terms of which sustainability 
developments are rated as most important, for example:

�	 Africa / Middle East, Latin America / Caribbean, and 
Europe emphasizing legislative frameworks;

�	 North America highlighting the importance of 
renewable energy and low-carbon development; 

�	 Asia-Paci�c underscoring the key role of climate and 
nature-based solutions. 

In terms of which civil society organizations are viewed 
as leaders in advancing the sustainable development 
agenda, WWF remains the most recognized NGO, followed 
by Greenpeace, The Nature Conservancy, and WRI. 
Among private sector organizations, Patagonia is the 
most recognized for the degree to which it has integrated 
sustainability into its business, with IKEA, Unilever, and 
Natura &Co following.

The 2025 Leaders Survey results set a clear mandate for 
organizations to act decisively. Leadership organizations 
in all sectors are encouraged to focus on sustainability 
issues that deliver measurable impact and �nancial 
value, secure clean and reliable energy, and meet rising 
regulatory and stakeholder expectations, even as budgets 
tighten. Success will depend on factors like falling costs 
for renewable and low-carbon technologies, accelerating 
operational and value chain decarbonization, and 
embracing digital solutions.
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Survey Methodology

A total of 391 quali�ed, highly experienced sustainability experts across 57 countries 
completed the survey from August 26th to October 21st, 2025. The questionnaire was o�ered 
online to respondents in English.​
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Executive Summary

Climate Change Remains 
the Top Sustainability 
Challenge ​
When considering the relative 
urgency of sustainable 
development challenges, experts 
continue to rank climate 
change as the most pressing 
sustainability issue. At the same 
time, the perceived urgency of 
nine out of 18 challenges, such as 
biodiversity loss, deforestation, 
water scarcity, food security, 
poverty, and access to education, 
has declined compared to 
previous years, while there are no 
notable increases in how highly 
any issues are ranked.

Legislation Continues 
to Be Seen as the Most 
Impactful Development 
Advancing Sustainability, 
While Disclosure Standards 
Lose Prominence​
New sustainability legislation 
remains the most signi�cant 
positive force cited by experts. 
While sustainability disclosure 
standards were highly valued in 
previous years, their perceived 
importance has diminished. 
Experts also highlight progress 
in renewable energy, low-carbon 
initiatives, and nature-based 
solutions as critical to advancing 
the sustainability agenda.​

Regional Priorities Shape 
Diverse Perspectives on 
Sustainability Action and 
Development ​
Distinct regional priorities are 
shaping sustainability strategies 
globally: Respondents from 
Latin America / Caribbean and 
Africa / Middle East emphasize 
regional and national actions, 
Europe recognizes legislative 
frameworks, Asia-Paci�c 
advances climate and nature-
based solutions, and North 
America focuses on renewable 
energy and decarbonization, 
collectively shaping a diverse yet 
interconnected global agenda.​ 

WWF Retains Top NGO 
Leadership Position​
WWF remains the most 
recognized NGO for sustainability 
leadership, followed by 
Greenpeace, The Nature 
Conservancy, and World 
Resources Institute. Experts 
increasingly mention NGOs 
focused on biodiversity and 
climate change as critical 
players in advancing global 
sustainability goals.​

Patagonia Continues 
to Lead Corporate 
Sustainability Rankings​
Patagonia continues to lead 
in terms of recognition as a 
corporate sustainability leader 
in integrating sustainability 
into business strategy, with 
IKEA, Unilever, and Natura &Co 
also remaining in the top tier. 
Additionally, experts recognize 
companies such as Schneider 
Electric, Microso�, Interface, and 
Ørsted.
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Urgency of 
Sustainability 
Challenges​
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Most Impactful 
Sustainability 
Developments
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NGO Leaders
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Corporate 
Leaders
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Regional 
Corporate 
Leaders
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Tove Malmqvist
Principal
tove.malmqvist@globescan.com

Dia Rizakos
Research & Networks Manager
dia.rizakos@erm.com

LinkedIn: 	 linkedin.com/company/erm

Email:	 Institute@erm.com

Website: 	 erm.com/insights

Chris Coulter
CEO
chris.coulter@globescan.com

Mark Lee
Global Director, Thought Leadership
mark.lee@erm.com

LinkedIn: 	 linkedin.com/company/globescan

Email:	 insight@globescan.com

Website: 	 globescan.com
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